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As I write the introduction to this issue on the IFLA Americas Region, it is an especially 
beautiful spring in Washington, DC that is lushly green because of all of the rain we’ve had, 
with many trees and shrubs in full, glorious bloom! At the same time, it is fall, with its own 
beauty, for our southern hemisphere members. This is only one example of the extremes of 
diversity in our region that encompasses North, Central and South America, representing 
associations in 14 countries – from Canada in the north, to Chile in the south - with 
membership pending from Paraguay and the Central America and Caribbean multi-national 
association. Articles from eleven of those associations are in this issue, plus one on Education 
in the Americas. Cultural Landscapes in the Americas were highlighted in the last IFLA News. 
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When we were discussing at our last Regional 
Council meeting what should be included in our 
Americas Mission Statement to be posted on the 
new IFLA website now being developed, there was 
unanimous agreement that it should reflect the 
unique character and natural and cultural diversity 
of our region, recognize indigenous peoples, and 
that colonization was an important factor that 
influenced the imprint of humanity on the 
landscape. Nature has also influenced the 
development of culture, and the nature of the 
people who live there, people who in turn have 
made conscious decisions to preserve significant 
natural and cultural landscapes and determined 
how development has evolved, and planning and 
design have reflected the social and cultural needs 
and tastes of their times. 

I think the content of this issue reflects the broad 
diversity of that nature…and culture…as well as the 
evolving culture of our profession and the practice 
of landscape architecture. The theme of the 46th 
IFLA World Congress in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
October 21-23, 2009 is Green Infrastructure: High 
Performance Landscapes, with emphasis on the 
leading role that landscape architecture is expected 
to play as it faces the challenges of achieving more 
sustainable and meaningful built landscapes. Rio’s 
interweaving of natural and designed landscapes 
presents a diversity of cultural, social and ecological 
situations, fit to fuel this sustainable landscapes 
debate. Just as the most sustainable building is an 
existing one, the same is true of landscapes, unless 
they have been degraded. 

The sustainability of our profession is also 
represented in this issue – the breadth and variety 
of our practice, and some of its significant 
practitioners: the In memoriam for IFLA Past 
President Ted Osmundson, FASLA, who was a 
pioneering designer of roof gardens; Cornelia Hahn 
Oberlander, FCSLA, FASLA and her 60 years of 
continuing distinguished practice; Eliseo Arredondo, 
honored as founder of SAPM and for his life’s work; 
efforts to preserve Modernist master Roberto Burle 
Marx’s Parque del Este in Caracas; and Uruguay’s 
famous landscape architect, Leandro Silva 
Delgado. International Landscape Architecture 
Month activities conducted by associations 
throughout the region were designed not only to 
educate the public and government officials about 
the value added by landscape architecture, but also 
to attract new students to our profession.  

Regardless of the diversity of our natural and 
cultural resources, places, people and cultures, 
what binds all of us together is our passion for 
landscape architecture – which is wonderfully 
represented in this issue. Enjoy! And please come 
to visit with us at the 46th IFLA World Congress in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, October 21-23, 2009. BAP 
has promised an educational and memorable time 
for all! 

46th IFLA World 
Congress, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil 
Green Infrastructure: High 

Performance Landscapes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Brazilian Society of Landscape Architects, 
ABAP, has the pleasure of hosting the 46th 
IFLA World Congress in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
October 21-23, 2009. 

The agenda for this meeting is related to the 
leading role that landscape architecture is expected 
to play as it faces the challenges of achieving more 
sustainable and meaningful built landscapes. The 
concept of sustainable landscapes will be 
approached by way of its interdisciplinary 
theoretical and scientific basis - therefore holding 
cultural, ecological, biological, social, technical, 
aesthetics and economical meanings – through the 
test of actual practical synthesis giving form to new 
landscapes. 

Brazil offers a unique setting for this contemporary 
debate in landscape architecture. Since its pre-
Columbian period to the colonial and modern times, 
its territory has been one of the most intriguing 
laboratories of how people have dealt with an 
overwhelming and challenging natural scenario, 
from the old view of conquering nature to the more 
recent revisions to work with it. This debate 
pervades all the designs from pioneers, to modern 
masters like Burle Marx, to contemporary works. 

Rio de Janeiro is the city to host this international 
meeting. With its remarkable interweaving of natural 
and designed landscapes, it presents a diversity of 
cultural, social and ecological situations, fit to fuel 
this sustainable landscapes debate. At the same 
time it is one of the more iconic urban landscapes in 
the World.  
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Ipanema 

Practitioners, academics and students will join to 
discuss, critique, and demonstrate how, through a 
variety of mediums and a potential mediation of 
design disciplines, we can reconsider contemporary 
ideas of landscape functions as the green 
infrastructure of our cities and regions. 

The presentations will assume the form of 
experimental and innovative design projects and 
critiques, research, written and photographic 
essays, digital animations or film. Selected 
speakers will address the public with presentations 
on plans and designs related to the theme of the 
sessions (Green Infrastructure Design, Green-
Infrastructure for New Developments, Recovering 
with Green Infrastructure and New Landscape 
Performances) with the potential to ignite questions 
and debate that will follow each session. Besides 
this, several of the most prominent practitioners and 
theorists in our profession, including Anuradha 
Mathur (India/USA), Arancha Munoz Criado 
(Spain), Carl Steinitz (USA), Charles Waldheim 
(Canada), Denis Scott (New Zealand), Kongjian Yu 
(China), Michael Hoessler (France) and Fernando 
Chacel (Brazil), will provide the framework for the 
discussions as keynote speakers.  

At the same time we are preparing a great Student 
Competition. The objective of the competition is to 
recognize superior environmental design 
achievements made by students in Landscape 
Architecture university programs. With the theme, 
Green Infrastructure: Landscape, Infrastructure and 
People for Tomorrow, this competition challenges 
students to explore the IFLA World Congress theme 
of sustainability in landscape through new visions 
for the future.  

We invite participants to select a site that 
challenges the concept of green infrastructure and 
to develop designs that investigate, interrogate, 
challenge and propose sustainable options to the 
site conditions.  We plan to receive all our 
colleagues in the most open and productive way, 
not forgetting special technical tours, before and 
after the days of the Congress, that will include the 
most interesting sites that Rio and its region have to 
offer to landscape architects. And, of course, there 
are the special events in preparation like the 2nd 
Jellicoe Award, and opportunities to taste the real 
Brazilian cool way to make everyone at ease and 
integrated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vista of Rio from the air 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calçadão 

 

International Price (Amounts In Euros) For 3 
Days Of Congress: 

Registration received: before 30
th

June before 10
th

 October at the Congress 

Professional Associated* 375,00 € 405,00 € 500,00 € 

Student** 165,00 € 180,00 € 200,00 € 

Professional 405,00 € 450,00 € 550,00 € 

*   Members of IFLA’s Federated Associations 
**  The registration for students does not include lunch 

   

I FLA  News let te r  Is sue  82  May 2009  



 4

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

   Hotel Sofitel 

 

The congress will be held in one of the most 
charming hotels in Rio. With an amazing view of 
famous Copacabana Beach, Hotel Sofitel 
[www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-1988-sofitel-rio-de-
janeiro] will provide an excellent venue for the 
Congress and for accommodation. 

So what better scenario to allow the networking so 
fundamental to our profession to flourish?  For all 
this, this year’s congress has everything to be 
memorable and helpful not only to the growth of our 
profession in Brazil and all Latin America, but also 
marking a new step for Landscape Architecture in 
this part of the World and internationally. See you in 
Rio! 

Fabio Robba and Paulo Pellegrino  

Organizing Committee 

 

Registration information 

Registration for the Congress is now available. We 
have lower prices for early registrations (see cut off 
dates in the table on the previous page). The prices 
indicated include lunches and coffee breaks for 
three days. 

For further information and registration visit our 
website: www.46ifla2009.com.br  

Or email us: info@46ifla2009.com.br 

 

In memoriam: 

Theodore O. Osmundson, FASLA 

World-renowned landscape architect Theodore O. 
Osmundson of San Francisco, California, USA died 
on April 9, 2009. He was 88 years old.  With Ted 
Osmundson, landscape architecture in the United 
States and beyond has lost one of its finest 
practitioners, lecturers, authors and photographers. 

Ted was born in Portsmouth, Virginia, in 1921.  He 
studied in Norfolk and at Iowa State University.  
After earning his degree in landscape architecture, 
he moved to California, where he first worked with 
the San Diego Parks Department, and later with 
leading landscape architects Garrett Eckbo and 
Thomas Church, before opening his own office in 
San Francisco.   

His firm quickly became one of the leading offices, 
pioneering new design approaches, particularly in 
roof gardens, where he set standards when he 
designed the Kaiser Center roof garden in Oakland, 
California in 1958, one of the earliest and largest 
roof gardens in the world.  Much later, in 1999, he 
published Roof Gardens, still considered the 
standard publication on the subject in the English 
language.  Many fine projects evolved from his 
office, which he maintained for sixty years, including 
parks, college campuses, residential landscapes, 
historic sites and sculpture gardens.  He lectured at 
both Harvard University and Berkeley, and 
frequently published articles in professional 
publications, such as the ASLA Landscape 
Architecture magazine.  In 1983, Ted Osmundson 
was awarded the ASLA Medal, the highest honor 
given by the American Society of Landscape 
Architects. 

But over and beyond his own landscape 
architecture practice, Ted Osmundson served the 
profession at large in the most unselfish fashion, 
contributing immensely to its development and 
recognition, both nationally and internationally. In 
the early 1950s, he served as President of the 
California Association of Landscape Architects, 
spearheading passage of the first state licensing 
law in the United States.  Theodore Osmundson 
was elected President of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects (ASLA) for the 1967-1969 
term, and served as an International Federation of 
Landscape Architects (IFLA) delegate for the US 
continuously from 1980 through 1990, when ASLA 
had four and later six delegates in the IFLA “Grand 
Council” in accordance with the “proportional 
representation” of member organizations at that 
time, depending on the number of individual 
members of the national bodies. 
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Here is the photograph I took of Ted Osmundson in 
Grants Grove in the Sequoia National Park, 
California, USA in 1990.  Ted is standing in front of 
the hollowed-out log of a fallen giant 
sequoiadendron tree, his ever-ready camera 
hanging on a strap over his shoulder.  I feel it is a 
telling picture of a giant of a landscape architect. 
 
 

 

In 1990 Theodore Osmundson was elected 
President of the IFLA for the term 1990-1992.  This 
must have been a very trying time for him, because 
his term of office fell into the period when the four 
largest members of IFLA – the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Australia and Canada – withdrew 
from IFLA over disputes on organizational and 
financial matters that had long been going on within 
the organization. 

But Ted stood tall and unswerving, serving the 
global community of landscape architects, investing 
a tremendous amount of personal effort and time 
into his presidency, continuing the IFLA Yearbook, 
for which he found a new young editor, and 
initiating work on the important IFLA Guide to 
International Opportunities in Landscape 
Architecture Education and Internship.  

This guide, which was a follow-up to the first IFLA 
Education Report that had been published in 1981, 
was based on a systematic world-wide survey 
carried out by the IFLA International Education 
Committee under its chair, Prof. Julius Gy. Fabos in 
1991-1992, and edited by Deirdre F. Cunningham.  
It was first published under President George 
Anagnostopoulos in 1994, with follow-up editions in 
1996, 1999 and 2002/2003.  In the pre-internet 
days, this Guide Book provided invaluable 
assistance to students and young professionals 
alike, helping them to get information on university 
courses around the globe, and thereby 
strengthening the professional networks of the 
worldwide landscape architecture community. 

I know that Ted was deeply satisfied when the four 
large national landscape architecture organizations, 
ASLA (United States), LI (United Kingdom), AILA 
(Australia) and CSLA (Canada), rejoined IFLA in 
2000, making the global landscape architecture 
community whole again, enabling the landscape 
architecture profession, which Ted loved so much, 
to speak with one single and strong voice. 

Ted Osmundson loved his profession, he loved 
photography, he was a very outgoing person, ready 
to serve the common good, to share experience, 
and to overcome boundaries. 

We mourn one of the truly great colleagues of our 
profession, one who not only left his mark as a 
gifted landscape architect, but was also willing and 
ready to serve in an honorary capacity, both 
nationally and internationally.  We remember him as 
a genuinely friendly, open-minded and sincere 
person who stood above the petty tribulations that 
occur in any organization, and was always keen to 
see the larger goal, always prepared to strive for 
unity and consensus in our beautiful profession. 

We lost a great colleague and friend. 

 

Arno Sighart Schmid 

IFLA Past President 1996-2000 
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Canada update 
Cathy Sears 
President, CSLA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathy Sears and Cornelia Hahn Oberlander, who has 
been a landscape architect for more than sixty years, 
converse at the CSLA Board Meeting in Vancouver. 

The Canadian Society of Landscape Architects 
(CSLA) now boasts over 1,600 members with an 
annual growth projection of 3%. Membership is 
supported by 10 component organizations 
representing geographically distinct territory, 
provincial and regional groups of landscape 
architects covering all provinces and territories in 
Canada.  This year marks the 75th anniversary of 
the CSLA.   

The Canada Agreement on Internal Trade (AIT) 
became effective April 1, 2009 serving as an 
inspiration for full labor mobility on a national level. 
The CSLA is exploring opportunities to assist our 
profession to continue to look at ways to remove 
current barriers between our component 
organizations.   

Our second campaign for World LA Month was 
rolled out in April. The program featured a poster 
contest and the release of new tools for members to 
get more involved at a local community level. The 
CSLA also launched a YOU TUBE video contest 
contributing to the celebrations and our youth 
outreach priority as part of the CSLA’s 3-year 
Strategic Plan. The deadline for the contest is July.  

The CSLA’s 75th Anniversary Congress, 
Perspectives 360 on 75 will be held at the Toronto 
Sheraton Centre Hotel August 13-15, 2009.  
Toronto is Canada’s largest city and one of the 
greenest and most creative in North America, a 
perfect venue for our 75th Anniversary. The 2010 
CSLA Congress will be held in Edmonton, Alberta 
and plans for 2011 to be held in Iqaluit, Nunavut, 
our first northern Canada congress, are underway.   

The CSLA Awards of Excellence program attracted 
56 entrants this year; 13 National awards and 12 

Regional awards were conferred.  National award 
winners, new CSLA Fellows as well as recipients of 
this year’s CSLA’s Recognition Awards, will be 
recognized at the Toronto Anniversary Congress. 
CSLA recipients of the Student Awards of Merit 
were each presented with $500. Graduating 
students from accredited Canadian University 
programs are eligible for these awards.   

The CSLA Board has confirmed its interest in 
accepting a partnership with the Royal Architecture 
Institute of Canada (RAIC) and the Canadian 
Planners Institute (CPI) for the next National Urban 
Design Awards Program to be presented in 2010. 
These awards are significant to help raise the 
profile of landscape architects’ involvement in urban 
design and the important role urban design plays in 
maintaining and enhancing the quality of life and 
sustainability in Canadian cities.  

The CSLA is working on offering the Landscape 
Architectural Continuing Education System (LA 
CES) at our 75th Anniversary Congress. The LA 
CES is a collaboration of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects (ASLA), Canadian Society of 
Landscape Architects (CSLA), Council of Educators 
in Landscape Architecture (CELA), Council of 
Landscape Architectural Registration Boards 
(LARB), Landscape Architectural Accreditation 
Board (LAAB) and the Landscape Architecture 
Foundation (LAF). It has been under development 
for the past two years and will establish standards 
for evaluating professional development and 
continuing education programs for landscape 
architects, and help to guide the identification of 
appropriate courses offered by legitimate 
organizations.   

The Landscape Architecture Canada Foundation 
(LACF) announced the recipients of its 2009 Grants 
Program.  This year, $20,000 is being awarded to 
support the work of three professionals and one 
student.   

The CSLA welcomed new Executive Director 
Paulette Vinette, January 1, 2009. For more details 
on our program updates above and information and 
news about the Canadian landscape architect 
community, visit www.csla.ca or contact Paulette 
Vinette at paulette@csla.ca.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CSLA/AAPC Landscape Architecture Month Poster 2009 
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World Landscape 
Architect Month 
2009: USA 
Terence Poltrack 

Director, Public Relations and Communications 
American Society of Landscape Architects 

Since establishing National Landscape 
Architecture Month in 2004, the American 
Society of Landscape Architects has worked 
with its 48 chapters to celebrate the event by 
raising awareness of the profession through 
direct interaction with the public and students. 

Each year, public outreach programs at the local 
level address a common theme, and working with 
students is always integral to program 
development. As in 2008, the theme for 2009, 
“Each One Reach One”, specifically focused on 
landscape architecture as a rewarding career path 
while also educating the public. ASLA President 
Angela Dye, FASLA, kicked off the activities with an 
appeal to all 17,000 ASLA members to make 
personal connections in their communities.  

The centerpiece of national’s activities was the 
convening of a Blue Ribbon Panel to assess the 
National Park Service’s plans for restoring the 
National Mall. This American treasure, at the very 
heart of the nation’s capital, is in dire need of repair 
after years of deferred maintenance caused by 
inadequate resources. Prominent landscape 
architects and architects, plus a highly respected 
urban planner, participated in a two-day event 
facilitated by President Dye that included a National 
Park Service presentation and tour of the mall, 
assessments of their “Preliminary Preferred 
Alternative” plan, and consideration of the plan in 
the bigger context of the city’s overall goals.  

Findings in support of the plan, but urging bolder 
vision and action, were released at a press 
conference April 19 that attracted television, radio, 
and print coverage and helped spotlight the 
significant needs of this symbolic landscape. Full 
details on the panel and interviews with panelists 
can be viewed online [www.asla.org/nationalmall]. 

ASLA also participated in a virtual college fair at 
www.collegeweeklive.com to introduce the 
profession to prospective college students. Over the 
two-day event, some 1,500 students registered 
interest in the career. ASLA’s virtual booth received 
537 visits, and 129 students took part in a live, 
online chat with a landscape architecture student 
from the University of Maryland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspecting the Mall, with the US Capitol Building in the 
background: ASLA President Angela Dye, FASLA, and 
(in uniform) Stephanie Toothman, Acting Superintendent, 
National Mall and Memorial Parks, National Park Service 
on the right, and members of the ASLA Blue Ribbon 
Panel and NPS staff.  

 

The national office also offered assistance to 
chapters in planning and getting the word out. Nine 
activity guides, available online  
[http://www.asla.org/NationalLandscapeArchitecture
MonthDetail.aspx?id=6090], were created to 
provide step-by-step guidance on possible 
activities. A central site 
[http://www.asla.org/NationalLandscapeArchitecture
MonthDetail.aspx?id=10630] was created to 
aggregate and promote the local events. And staff 
issued a press release highlighting the month. 

As of this writing, 40 of ASLA’s 48 chapters had 
informed ASLA of their activities. Of these, 110 
programs and events directly addressed students 
and the public. Landscape architects visited 
schools, participated in charrettes, gave 
presentations, put up public displays, and 
conducted hands-on exercises. Some examples: 

� In Illinois, the chapter gave a presentation as part 
of Chicago’s “Conversations within Communities”. 
Chapter volunteers planned to visit 26 schools in 
collaboration with the Morton Arboretum to 
recognize Arbor Day. ASLA’s Career Discovery 
brochure was made available to all members 
throughout the state for use in classroom 
presentations, and the chapter participated in 
several career fairs. 

� In Louisiana, ASLA volunteers led a community 
effort to create a wetland to manage stormwater 
run-off from a high school. Others participated in 
a community clean up effort. And on a more 
modest scale, two landscape architects visited 
with 40 five-year-olds, explaining what landscape 
architects do, then engaging them in an art 
project to design a schoolyard. 
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… so proud. 

 

� In Utah, 21 Hurricane High School students 
planned, designed, and prepped a site for a 
healing garden at the Hurricane Rehabilitation 
Center, a skilled nursing facility, working with four 
ASLA members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… young people in action. 

 

These are just examples, and they represent 
chapter-supported efforts. In the true spirit of “Each 
One Reach One”, many members acted on their 
own to make connections with students and the 
public. As National Landscape Architecture Month 
draws to a close, one thing is certain: Such efforts 
will continue beyond this event in the spirit of 
serving both the profession and communities. 

 

 

VI National Congress 
of Landscape 
Architecture, Mexico 
Desiree Martínez 

Past President, SAPM 
Secretary, IFLA Americas Region 

 

New Landscapes before Climate Change, 

Monterrey 

Monterrey, the huge metropolis in the northern 
part of Mexico, hosted the VI National 
Landscape Architecture Congress during 26-
29 March this year, organized by the Mexican 
Society of Landscape Architects (SAPM). 

Our host in Monterrey was the Technological 
Institute of Monterrey (TEC Monterrey), one of the 
most renowned private universities in the country. 
The event took place in interesting building of the 
Graduate School for Public Administration and 
Politics, designed by the famous Mexican architect 
Jorge Legorreta. 

Juan Ignacio Barragán, the principal of the Urban 
Development Agency in the State of Nuevo Leon, 
representing the Nuevo León Governor, 
inaugurated the event. The Luis Barragán Morfín – 
Award was presented for the first time during the 
inauguration ceremony to the founder of the SAPM, 
former IFLA Vice-President of the Western Region, 
Eliseo Arredondo González, to honor his life work 
for the profession.  

There were a number of keynote speakers: 

• Juan Ignacio Barragán talked about large scale 
stormwater management in the metropolitan zone 
of Monterrey, a great vision project that includes a 
very interesting green net system for the city.  

• César Chávez, representative of the Ministry of 
the Environment and Natural Resources of the 
Federal Government, exposed the problem of not 
having any national legislation to protect 
landscape as a resource and a heritage. The 
speech ended with the commitment of 
SEMARNAT and SAPM to work together on the 
protection of landscape.   

• Herbert Dreiseitl enchanted the audience with his 
waterscapes, emphasizing the viability of 
technical solutions with a high esthetical value. 
He also pointed out the importance of community 
participation in all public projects.   
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• Eduardo Flores and Gerardo Zúñiga covered in 
depth the riverfront rescue project of Santa Lucia, 
the new and most important promenade in 
Monterrey, which is the first project in the city to 
focus on reinventing a pedestrian culture in a 
motorized city.  

• Jorge Calvillo expressed, in his critical and sharp 
way, his disagreement on our usual way of life 
and planning, and suggested new environmental 
moral values. He presented some examples of 
projects with a more human and nature 
respecting approach.  

• Finally, Mari Carmen Elosúa and Shawn 
Escoffery shared their experiences rebuilding 
New Orleans after Kathrina and reported some 
lost opportunities for doing things better.  

Two discussion roundtables took place, one on 
natural and constructed elements in Landscape 
Architecture and a second on the beginning of the 
profession in Mexico. The general lectures 
presented a broad view of professional 
interventions related to climate change. There were 
proposals, critiques and also examples and 
projects. Speakers came from different states of 
Mexico, Germany, USA, Spain, Argentina and 
Chile.  

About 250 participants came from 13 of the 36 
states of the country and more than 60% were 
students, which makes us deeply proud, because it 
reflects the interest of the new generation for the 
profession. The participation of the Federal 
Government through its Ministry of the Environment 
and Natural Resources and of the Governments of 
Mexico’s States with the biggest urban 
conglomerations (Nuevo León State, Mexico City, 
State of Jalisco and State of Mexico), was also a 
tacit acknowledgment of the great work of the 
organizing committee.    

Erick Mazariegos and Emilio Vargas from 
Guatemala City, students of the TEC Monterrey, 
won the Students Competition with a project for 
stormwater control for the Santa Catarina River in 
Monterrey, which includes open space use for 
social recreation. 

The social events were also highlights during the 
conference. The welcome cocktail party took place 
at the museum for Mexican History in Monterrey 
and the farewell dinner was organized in the Steel 
Museum of the Fundidora Park, built on the 
reclaimed site of the Mexico’s former most 
important Steel Manufacture Firm. A spectacular 
blast furnace show, with light and video effects was 
presented during the dinner. On Sunday several 
technical tours took place. The most popular was 
the walking and bike tour through Monterrey’s park 
and promenade system. The organizing committee 
is deeply proud of the results of the conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cerro de la Silla (Saddle Hill), named for its distinctive 
saddle-shaped profile when viewed from the west, is a 
famous symbol of the landscape of the state of Nuevo 
León, Mexico … widely associated with the city of 
Monterrey. [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cerro_de_la_Silla]  

 

 

First National Biennale on Landscape 

Architecture 

During April - International Landscape Architecture 
Month - the SAPM together with the Landscape 
Architecture Program of the Architecture Faculty of 
the Mexican Autonomous University (UNAM) 
organized the 1st National Biennale on Landscape 
Architecture. 

The opening of the exhibition took place on the 1st 
April in the foyer of the Architecture Faculty of the 
UNAM. Forty professional works and six student 
projects integrate the exhibit. The members of the 
jury were: Lilia Guzmán, chair (founder of the 
Landscape Architecture Program of the UNAM and 
distinguished member of SAPM), Sara Topelson 
(Subsecretary for Urban Development and Landuse 
of the Federal Government, former UIA president), 
Francisco Domínguez (Director of Urban Green 
Spaces of the Mexico City Government), Honorato 
Carrasco (Architectura Faculty UNAM) and Herbert 
Dreiseitl (German landscape architect and urban 
artist). 

Besides the decisions of the jury, the public had the 
opportunity to define a favorite project, voting 
through the SAPM’s webpage. Though the award 
giving ceremony was planned for April 29, it had to 
be cancelled because of the outbreak of the swine 
flu in Mexico. The new date will be published in 
SAPM’s webpage as soon as it is established.  

The awarded works and projects in the different 
categories were as follows (see following page): 
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Diane Menzies visits 
Panama and 
Guatemala 
Beata Dreksler  

Vice President 
Central American & Caribbean Committee 

For the first time in our history, an IFLA President 
came to Central America for an official visit. In 
March 2009 the current President of IFLA, Dr Diane 
Menzies, visited Guatemala and Panama providing 
support to landscape architects in our region. The 
whole visit was accompanied by Dr Carlos 
Jankilevich, Chair of the IFLA Central American 
and the Caribbean Committee, who gave a lecture 
on the design of cultural landscapes at San Carlos 
University prior to the arrival of Dr Menzies. 

 

 

The visit started in Guatemala’s San Carlos 
University in the Faculty of Architecture where the 
integration of the Guatemalan Association of 
Landscape Architects and several other issues 
were discussed with local professionals. On Friday 
March 13, Diane Menzies made a presentation on 
the importance of landscape architecture. The 
conference, organized by San Carlos University 
and URBANISTICA, an urban design team from 
Guatemala Municipality, took place in a heritage 
building at the Historic Center of Guatemala City. 
Students and professionals from different 
universities, as well as representatives of private 
firms, were in attendance. In the evening, Diane 
Menzies participated in the presentation Paisaje 
Urbano – Urban Landscapes. During the event, 
there was enough time to talk to students 
and professionals from the area. 

The following day, Diane Menzies, Carlos 
Jankilevich and other professionals visited many 
projects in Guatemala City, especially Cerrito del 
Carmen, an urban park that is in the process of 
revitalization, and some urban space projects in the 
Historic Center of Guatemala City. Cerro del 
Carmen is managed by a private foundation, 
Teoxche, with the help of URBANISTICA from 

 CATEGORY PROJECT AUTHOR 

1st prize: Institutional 
Gardens 

Sales Center Arq. Diego González Alanís, Monterrey, N.L. 

HM:  Ethon School Garden Arq. Psj. Kees Van Rooij, México, D.F. 

1st prize: Residential 
Gardens & 
Housing Estates  

“Las Puertas” Estate Arq. Eliseo Arredondo, México, D.F. 
 

HM:  Residencial Frondoso Arq. Carlos Bernal Salinas, México, D.F. 

HM:  Finca Guadalupe Arq. Alejandro Marcelo Gallo Gaspar de Alva, Cuernavaca, Mor. 

1st prize: Urban Spaces “Horno 3”, Fundidora Park Arq. Psj. Claudia Harari, Monterrey, N.L. 

HM:  Los Contrafuertes Arq. Eliseo Arredondo, México, D.F. 

HM:  San Jerónimo Slope Arq. Psj. Adrián Orozco, México, D.F. 

1st prize: Botanical 
Gardens & Parks 

Culiacán Botanical 
Garden 

Biól. Juan Robalo Flores, Arq. Tatiana Bilbao, México, D.F. 

1st prize: Projects with 
Social Value 

Chamixto Creek Arq. Teru Quevedo Sequi, México, D.F. 

HM:  Iztapalapa Park, 
Community Center 

Arq. José Luis Pérez, México, D.F. 

HM:  Rehabilitation and Special 
Education Center, 
Tabasco 

Arq, Psj. Desiree Martínez, Arq. Laura Alonso, México, D.F. 

1st prize: Projects for 
Sustainability 

Integral Restoration of the 
Río Magdalena Basin 

Coordinación de Vinculación y Proyectos Especiales de la 
Facultad de Arquitectura UNAM. 

HM:  Aragón Park Coordinación de Vinculación y Proyectos Especiales de la 
Facultad de Arquitectura UNAM. 

1st prize: Student Projects Agrourban Border Luis Antonio Aguilar Maldonado 
Jennifer Alejandra Miranda García 
Ana Line Hernández Moreno 
Graciela del Carmen Peraza Contreras 

HM:  Yautepec River Megumi Andrade Hashimoto 
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Municipality of Guatemala. It was a perfect moment 
to discuss different ideas, the role of landscape 
architecture, and the kind of tools needed to 
undertake these kinds of initiatives in our region. 
Later, there was a meeting to discuss a new MSc 
program in Landscape Architecture. Professionals 
from San Carlos University included the Dean of 
the Faculty of Architecture, Carlos Valladares. New, 
different and fresh ideas were suggested by IFLA to 
help the program.  

On the Sunday and Monday, the visiting 
committee got to know Antigua Guatemala and 
some of revitalization projects undertaken there. 
The visit was prepared by the Municipality of 
Antigua as well as the chair of the Faculty of 
Architecture, San Carlos University. IFLA 
representatives traveled to Panama City where they 
were expected by the rest of the Executive Board of 
the Central American and the Caribbean 
Association included the President, Arch Yariela 
Cedeño. 

During the two days visit to Panama, Dr Menzies 
and our colleagues visited on-going projects like the 
Coastal Line urban and landscape renewal 
development. This was designed by Alberto 
Arocemena, a Panamanian landscape architect 
who is also a member of the newly created 
Association. Dr Menzies gave a speech at 
La Ciudad del Saber / City of Knowledge, an 
outstanding Panamanian facility. The presentation 
was attended by different organizations dealing with 
communal groups, landscape architecture, public 
spaces and the environment. The Dean of 
the Faculty of Architecture, Ricardo Ortega, 
and Bosco Vallarino, who had very recently won the 
election to become the Mayor of Panama City, were 
also present. Finally, on Tuesday May 14th, the 
committee visited different places on the Panama 
Canal, and gave press interviews that were issued 
after the visit.      

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diane Menzies (centre) with members of the Central 
American & Caribbean Association at the City of 
Knowledge. 

Updating recent 
achievements in 
Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
Carlos Jankilevich 

ASOPAISACO Delegate to IFLA & 
Central America and the Caribbean Committee 
Chair 

The need for landscape architects to be involved in 
important issues of our current society is widely 
known and accepted in more industrialized 
countries and in those that have a longer tradition of 
landscape architecture practice. However, many 
smaller countries whose economies are largely 
based on tourism, such as those in our area of the 
Region, are struggling to make their own societies 
aware of both the profession of landscape 
architecture and the importance of its practice. 

Day after day, interested young students and 
practitioners of all ages across the Americas work 
to produce a less commercial type of landscape, 
developing more sensitive approaches concerning 
history, national identity and natural and cultural 
aspects in response to the challenge of achieving 
more sustainable and quality of life-improving 
landscape solutions. 

This article examines the present status of the 
profession within Central America and the 
Caribbean and provides an overall look at its 
richness and recent achievements. 

Last March IFLA President, Diane Menzies, gave 
support to the newly- created Central America and 
Caribbean Association by visiting cities in 
Guatemala and Panama where she was warmly 
welcomed by a fast-growing number of landscape 
architects, as well as by government officials and 
the interested public (refer previous article in this 
issue). 

These recent developments in the Central 
American Isthmus help focus attention upon Costa 
Rica, a small country with a strong landscape 
commitment. As part of World Landscape 
Architecture Month, the Costa Rican Society of 
Landscape Architects / Associación Costarricense 
de Arquitectos Paisajistas (ASOPAISACO) signed 
an agreement with the local authority of the Santa 
Ana District to help this socially and economically 
changing community protect its environment and 
image. 
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The Nasca Lines are large-scale geoglyphs 
comprising straight lines, geometrical patterns 
and figures of plants and animals, covering an 
area of 400 square miles. The geoglyphs are 
located on the Pampa, one of the most arid 
places on earth, a pebble plateau located 
between the valleys of the Nazca and Ingenio 
Rivers on the southern coast of Peru, a region 
trapped between the high Andes to the east and 
the Pacific Ocean. 

The geoglyphs date to the Early Intermediate 
Period (ca. 200 BC to AD 600) and are believed 
to refer to the ecological conditions in a place 
where the hostile desert makes water a rare 
element. The Nasca Lines and their setting 
constitute a cultural site on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. They are one of Perú’s most 
valuable cultural landscapes.  

The Nasca culture managed concepts that are 
rich in meaning. I based the design of the 
intervention on these Nasca spatial and 
conceptual parameters, such as the relationship 
between the mound and the plain, contrast and 
duality, continuity, sequence, rhythm, and 
association. The program of the museum results 
in an architectonic intervention that acts as a 
means to reveal the features of the landscape.  

At a regional scale, the museum is a point in the 
journey of the traveler, it is easily accessible due 
to its proximity to the town of Nazca, and 
becomes another line on the Nasca Lines. At an 
architectonical scale, the project is a fracture that 
follows a straight line, from the ancient Nasca 
Lines in plan, and in section it is a figure inspired 
by a symbol of the Pampa, the guanay bird.  

 

Costa Rica, like many other Latin American nations, 
faces the fact that increasing urbanization of their 
metropolitan areas usually takes place without the 
benefit of a planning framework, threatening their 
resources and identity. To address these issues, 
three international experts were invited to a 
Technical Meeting and Forum with working 
sessions designed to stress the importance of 
comprehensive landscape planning.  From May 11th 
to 16th, Hal Moggridge and Kathryn Moore from the 
UK and Peter Bosselman from the USA interacted 
with public and university authorities, students and 
practicing landscape architects. This collaboration 
led to the signing of a Manifesto and the 
commencement of important projects. Some of 
these projects will be carried out by the Costa Rican 
Observatory of Landscape organized by Carlos 
Jankilevich, under the auspices and guidance of the 
Observatory of Landscape in Barcelona. 

These important achievements, which are going to 
be completed before the IFLA 2009 World Council 
and Congress in Rio de Janeiro next October, 
showcase how the Latin American and Caribbean 
Association is actively responding to social, 
economic and environmental changes with creative 
initiatives that will inspire new generations of 
landscape architects, spur the growth of landscape 
architecture in these countries, and strengthen the 
Americas Region. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the signing of the San José Manifesto: Hal Moggridge, 
Peter Bosselman, Kathryn Moore, Carlos Jankilevich. 

 

The Weaving 
Garden: a site-
specific museum for 
the Nasca Lines 
Eileen Dancuart, MLA 

Vice President, APP
1
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Asociación Peruana de Arquitectura del Paisaje / 

Peruvian Association of Landscape Architects; Eileen 
Dancuart: paisajevivo@terra.com.pe 

I FLA  News let te r  Is sue  82  May 2009  



 13

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Seven years ago, I wrote my thesis about 
Nasca at the Department of Landscape 
Architecture, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. Time has passed by, and I 
wonder what these years mean for a project 
based on an old, marked desert plateau whose 
marks are concerned with time and scale; and 
the relativity of both. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

This is a project about the design of a site-specific 
museum for the Nasca Lines [refer box at the end 
of this article for background information]. The 
intervention takes the Nasca culture and the current 
theories about the Nasca Lines as background 
information, and reveals the importance of water as 
a vital element. It is a key to understanding the 
presence of geoglyphs and how they are connected 
to the landscape. The project analyzes the site, 
finds the poetry of the territory, the meaning of the 
place, and explores the way landscape can be 
revealed through architecture. The museum takes 
the landscape as the permanent exhibition and 
offers architecture as the temporal exhibition. The 
project is called “The Weaving Garden” because it 
takes in a site of the Nasca Lines called Cantalloc, 
which means “a place for weaving”. Cantalloc is 
chosen as the museum site because it contains the 
most important aspects of the Nasca Lines: 
mountains surrounding a desert plateau, 
contrasting with a fertile valley, water flowing 
underneath, and geoglyphs. The Weaving Garden 
weaves together past and present, nature and 
culture. Building from the axial geometry of an 
existing straight line geoglyph, the intervention of 
the weaving garden connects mountains, desert, 
mound, cemetery, valley and filtration galleries, and 
ties together underneath what the existing road 
divides. Two red walls (as in the tombs or as in the 
filtration galleries) pierce the earth, creating an 
experience based on the relationship of mound and 
plain. The manipulation of scale through vertical 
movement recreates the rhythm of water on 
different scales: from the Pacific Ocean to the 
Andes, from the valley to Cerro Blanco, from the 
entrance of the museum to elevated terraces. By 
walking the path, a figure is constructed by a single 
outline, as in the figural geoglyphs. The shape of 
the wall refers to the “guanay,” a symbol taken from 
the Pampa, a bird that flies and dives, implying the 
concept of vision from the air and assimilation from 
below. The project suggests that the Nasca Lines 
be interpreted by the visitor’s interaction with the 
landscape. 

The Pampa 

It is difficult to write about the Pampa, a vast, arid, 
and reticent, yet visually compelling desert. How is 
it possible to suggest in words both its immensity 
and its magnetism? The Pampa is a written surface 
covered by geoglyphs, man-made marks that share 
the vocabulary of infinity and transcendence of the 
desert. Marks, the meaning of which remain 
elusive, in spite of decades of investigation and 
reflection by historians, artists, travelers, even after 
having read about them, after having watched their 
photographs, after having seen them from the air, 
after having recognized them vaguely from the 
ground. Marks of yesterday; mystery of today; 
challenge of tomorrow.  
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Dark stones, fragments rich in iron that the air has 
turned reddish brown, cover the whole surface of 
the Pampa. Lifting these and revealing the soft 
white ground surface normally hidden beneath 
requires little effort. The Nasca Lines are nothing 
more than a rearrangement of stones, an act of 
revelation through displacement, dressing the 
desert by exposing it.  

The method suggests that the Pampa was 
conceived as something to see and to be seen. The 
plain terrain accentuates itself as a drawing board 
that structures a primacy of vision between the 
Pampa and the surroundings. Lines point to the 
mountains, to the quebradas [creeks], to the 
valleys, to the sun, to the stars. Trapezoids reveal a 
dialog between the landscape and the one who is in 
the landscape; the one who is in the landscape 
seems to be directed towards the mountains, while 
the mountain seems to be invited to release what it 
contains growing in abundance towards the valleys.  

Going and coming, as a dialog between man and its 
environment. Limits, distances that my eyes dare to 
wander, while my body reminds as a particle of the 
immensity, without being ashamed of being 
insignificant, I exist and I am part of the whole. The 
loneliness in the dessert has a strange taste like 
tranquility. The scale of the geoglyphs does not 
allow them to be seen as a whole from the ground.  

A line on the ground appears to be a path, and 
making or walking through it becomes a process in 
which through a combination of movement and 
memory a person can construct a complete mental 
image of the geoglyph.  

Water is absent on the surface, but it doesn’t mean 
that it doesn’t exist. A twenty-minute rain per year 
wouldn’t be enough to support an agriculture-
oriented society. But valleys are kept fertile by the 
collection of underground water. Valleys look 
greener in contrast with the arid Pampa. Water is 
an element that flows from mountains to the ocean; 
the Pampa is the middle point of this cycle of water. 
The Andes are the beginning, the most important 
source of water, where the melting snow originates 
rivers or springs that cross the territory, ending up 
reaching the Pacific Ocean, as a final destination of 
all the waters. The Pampa becomes like a sacred 
surface, under which water flows through a process 
that is not visible, but temporal; the movement of 
water requires an ecological understanding that 
cannot be seen as a whole from the ground, but 
that can be abstracted and visualized from the sky. 
It is the combination of birth and death, forming life 
cycles, of creation and transformation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

I recommend all landscape architects to visit the 
Nasca Lines. See them from the ground and feel 
the essence of landscape, and wonder if “nothing” 
is the beginning. 

The project of a site-specific museum has still not 
been built. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

1 aerial view from Cantalloc, and project location 

2 seeds and heads, Nasca textile 

3 figure and background  

4 pebbles and ground  
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Education in IFLA 
Americas Region 
Gloria Aponte  

Director of the Master in Landscape Design 
UPB, Medellín, Colombia 

Chair, Americas Region Education Committee 

The edition of the “Red Book” or Guide to 
International Opportunities in Landscape 
Architecture Education and Internship has been 
under revision since last year, when I received the 
duty to continue this work from the previous editor 
Cora Burgin, from Argentina. 

This is a task that seems to have no end because 
new programmes appear, others finish their 
activities, others change their modalities and a few 
are in a stand by situation. I started revising the part 
concerned with Americas Region2, and progress is 
now quite advanced as shown in the following table 
of results: 
 

The detailed survey is just a reference for the real 
work and challenge on education in Landscape 
Architecture around the world, and particularly in 
our region. From the survey many topics and needs 
arise, some of which are as follows: 

• How to establish level equivalence among our 
programmes? 

• How to encourage countries that still do not have 
a single programme, to create one? 

• How to keep the number of programmes in a 
constant progress? 

• How to improve the quality of the existing ones? 

• How to get into the habit of internship of lecturers 
and students? 

In searching for answers to these questions during 
the 45th IFLA World Congress in Apeldoorn, 

                                                           
2 Andrea Tutundzic, from Serbia and representative of 
IFLA and CELA, is helping with similar work on the 
European Region, and I am advancing on the Asia Pacific 
Region at present.  
 

together with Jim Taylor, Chair of the IFLA 
Education Committee, we organized and carried out 
the first Symposium on Landscape Architecture 
Education in Latin America. The symposium took 
place in Medellín, Colombia, last November and it 
came with the very valuable support of IFLA, CELA, 
ASLA and Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana (UPB).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Participants at the Medellín symposium, including Jim 
Taylor, Michael Robinson and Jesús Lara from CELA, 
Terry Clements from ASLA, and participants from Latin 
American countries. 

We considered the symposium a very successful 
meeting, because we gathered academics from 
nine countries in the Region: the two leaders in 
education (USA and Canada), México, Costa Rica, 
Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Chile, Ecuador, Bolivia 
and Colombia. We saw each other, personally met 
some for the first time, explained, compared, 
discussed, agreed, and planned for the future. The 
appearance of this article in IFLANews could be the 
opportunity to remind the colleagues concerned of 
the commitments we made at the meeting. 

In the context of education, and after the generous 
motivation of Martha Fajardo (IFLA Past President 
and IFLA representative to LE:NOTRE), some Latin 
American universities have been associated with 
the LE:NOTRE project for around a year. 
LE:NOTRE is the academic project supported by 
the European Union to promote the spread and 
improvement of landscape architecture teaching. 
The European Union universities are the main and 
first members, but as the project has developed it 
has aroused interest beyond these geographical 
frontiers. So far, LE:NOTRE Mundus has welcomed 
non-European universities, widening the name of 
the project to LE:NOTRE TWO (Towards Wider 
Objectives). Altogether, more than 100 universities 
belong to the project.  

The latest LE:NOTRE Spring Workshop took place 
2-5 April 2009 in Versailles, École nationale 
supérieure du paysage, with the purpose of 
developing collaborative teaching through e-
learning. Representatives from 38 countries were 
present, with four from the Americas and two of 

Country Universities Programmes % of all 
Programmes 

USA 58 117 73 
Canada 5 8 5 

Latin America 
(12 countries) 

28 36 22 

Total (14 ) 91 161 100 
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these from Latin American countries (Brazil and 
Colombia). There were 120 people (seven from our 
continent and three from Latin America). There 
were several keynote presentations, including 
education, research and public action, stakes and 
challenges in landscape research in Europe, 
research in LE:NOTRE TWO, “Tuning” for 
European universities programmes, and 
collaborative teaching. Several working groups 
were organized according to the issues that 
LE:NOTRE has established. The short time was 
well used and allowed points of view and 
experiences to be exchanged, followed by the 
sketching of collaborative courses. The courses 
have value in ECH (credits) according to the 
European system, and should be recognized by 
each of the universities who offer them to students.   

Personally I represent the Universidad Pontificia 
Bolivariana, from Medellín, where the Master in 
Landscape Architecture has started this year. This 
Masters course is the first one at this level in 
Colombia, and the first cohort of students is now in 
its first semester. It was launched during the 
symposium mentioned before and it is being 
developed with very good prospects for the course 
and its graduates. 

Because of the existence of the programme at the 
UPB, the university is involved with all landscape 
matters. Therefore, it supported the celebration of 
Landscape Architecture Month organized by the 
Colombian Society of Landscape Architects (SAP) 
in one of the three events that took place in April: 
two in Bogotá, and one in Medellín in the great 
scenery of the recently renewed Botanical Gardens. 
Colombian landscape architects agreed that this 
activity was an opportunity to strengthen links 
between professionals throughout the country and 
with local authorities and other bodies, as well as a 
great celebration in its own right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants at the LE:NOTRE Spring Workshop in 
Versailles, France.  

World Landscape 
Architecture Month 
2009: Colombia 
Marcelo Bedoya 
SAP President 
 

Patricia Navas Iannini 
SAP Executive Director 

Landscape and Territory Symposium 

Partnership has become one of those concepts that 
has gained popular currency in international affairs 
over the last decade. The Colombian Society of 
Landscape Architects (SAP; www.sapcolombia.org) 
has joined the alliance and established a 
cooperative network with other international design 
professions, schools, and organizations to facilitate 
its mission: to respond to the challenges and 
opportunities that arise globally and locally for those 
in the landscape architecture profession.  

To celebrate this year’s IFLA World Landscape 
Month, the Colombian Society of Landscape 
Architects, members and allied professionals, were 
invited by the SAP President and the Executive 
Director to discuss concepts, philosophies, and 
strategies through case studies that demonstrate 
how landscape architects are responding to 
alleviate the territorial crises and the regional and 
urban solutions they have developed. To do this, 
SAP organized three consecutive meetings held at 
different times and locations: Bogota on April 2nd at 
the HQ of the Colombian Society of Architects, 
Medellín on April 28th at the Botanical Gardens, and 
again in Bogota on April 30th at the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation at the Botanical Gardens, Medellín 
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At the three events, the opening speech was given 
by SAP President Marcelo Ortega Bedoya, 
introducing the main focus of the symposium. The 
title of his talk, “Landscape and Territory”, showed 
diverse approaches and the important relationship 
that exists between the landscape and the different 
scales of the territory. As landscape is very much a 
cross-disciplinary area in which everyone has a 
responsibility and a role to play, the speaker 
emphasized the need for a holistic vision that 
involves the territory and the necessity for trans-
disciplinary work to have harmonious and 
sustainable development.  

From Costa Rica we had the honor to be joined by 
landscape architect Carlos Jankilevich. He 
combines his private practice with academic 
activities as Director of the masters program in 
landscape and site design at the University of Costa 
Rica. The audience benefited from a presentation 
that highlighted in detail the scope and relevance of 
landscape architecture, with remarkable examples.  
A further international speaker was Rosa Kliass. 
She has worked for half a century to create 
landscape designs that celebrate the unique natural 
and cultural riches of Brazil, while addressing the 
needs and desires of the Brazilian people. For her 
"Scale and Significance" is the process of 
rediscovering spatial connections and reintroducing 
these to the public as a catalyst for the renaissance 
of the broader public realm.  

"Landscape Plan, an Instrument for Urban and 
Regional Planning", the speech by Professor Pablo 
Buitrago Gómez, outlined the experience of 
landscape professionals from the University in 
developing landscape plans for five towns of the 
Department of Valle del Cauca. The presentation 
"Sustainable Urban Water Management" by 
landscape architect Diana Wiesner made it very 
clear that more sustainable approaches to urban 
water management are required if cities and 
ecosystems are to become resilient to the effects of 
growing urban populations and global warming.  

Michele Cescas de Leiva, a French woman living in 
Colombia for more than 40 years, presented her 
experience as a pioneer practitioner in Colombia. 
She made the presentation of some important 
projects with her husband, the Landscape Architect 
Alfonso Leiva Galvis. He then highlighted the 
conception, beliefs and distinctiveness of the 
enduring work done by the Brazilian landscape 
architect Roberto Burle Marx, his teacher and 
master. With his talk, "The Habitat and 
Management of Introduced Species to the 
Landscape", Noboru Kawashima explained how the 
Colombian habitats are characterized by 
geographical diversity giving the country one of the 
richest floras on Earth. However, he advised of the 
need for further study of indigenous and introduced 
species.  

The speech, “Landscape as an Integrative 
Concept”, presented by Martha Fajardo stressed 
the urgent need to create mechanisms to achieve 
legislation and to empower the profession of 
landscape architecture. Her speech concluded with 
the introduction of the Landscape Charters 
Instrument of strategies agreed between public and 
private agents, applicable at local, regional or 
district level, for the purpose of carrying out actions 
for the protection, planning and management of the 
landscape. 

 

Landscape Charter  

As an outcome of the symposium, and supporting 
the call of IFLA, the Colombian Society of 
Landscape Architects will launch the Landscape 
Charter. The SAP Landscape Charter is a voluntary 
instrument setting out agreements between the 
members of the society in order to promote actions 
and strategies regarding landscape. The charter 
highlights the need to recognize landscape in law, 
to help the Association’s members to develop 
landscape policies dedicated to the protection, 
management and creation of landscapes, and to 
establish procedures for the participation of the 
general public and other stakeholders in the 
creation and implementation of landscape policies. 
It also encourages the integration of landscape into 
all relevant areas of policy, including cultural, 
economic and social policies. 

Following the charter, the aim is to have a 
Colombian Landscape Law, as a tool for the 
Territorial Plans POT. Thus, it gives the landscapes 
in Colombia necessary legal protection and 
establishes the corresponding instruments to 
manage and improve them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Biblioteca Virgilio Barco, Bogotá 
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Parque del Este, 
Caracas, Venezuela: 
heritage at risk  
Arch. Diana Henríquez3  

Arch. Maria Eugenia Bacci4  

Arch. Marianella Genatios5 

Parque del Este (PDE) is a 190-acre public park, 
located in the east of Caracas. It is the most 
important urban park in Venezuela. Designed by 
the Brazilian artist and landscape designer Roberto 
Burle Marx and Associates Fernando Tábora, John 
Stoddart, Julio Pessolani and Leandro Aristeguieta, 
it is recognized as the most important public work of 
Burle Marx outside Brazil. PDE unites extraordinary 
design and scenic qualities with exceptional 
environmental educational values and has been 
recognized by international experts as one of the 
most valuable modern parks in the western 
hemisphere, one that should be nominated as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

At the moment, diverse circumstances are affecting 
the conservation of this valuable park, and the 
World Monuments Fund (WMF) is considering 
including it in their 2010 list of world monuments at 
risk. Unfortunately, the main reason for this 
situation is the lack of recognition and knowledge 
about the values of the park by both the general 
public and most official entities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parque del Este: Burle Marx original plan 

                                                           
3 MSc Landscape Architect, SVAP, ASLA 
4 MA Tourism Planning, SVAP, ICOMOS Venezuela 
5 MSc and PhD Landscape Architect, SVAP, ASLA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake 9, Parque del Este 

History 

At the beginning of the 20th Century, Caracas still 
kept its colonial urban pattern, which did not include 
green open areas, other than a few squares. The 
east side of the valley was still occupied by coffee 
and sugarcane plantations, which were 
progressively integrated into the city. 

After several different design approaches, the Burle 
Marx and Associates group were commissioned to 
develop the park and started the initial plan in 1958. 
The park was opened to the public in 1961 and 
completed in 1964. It has been intensely used ever 
since. The process of design and execution of the 
park was a very rich experience for the professional 
group in charge of the project. Its integrated 
approach changed the perception of Venezuelans 
about landscape, ecology and conservation, 
developing a new environmental awareness within 
a high quality public space, accessible to all socio-
economic groups. 

After nearly five decades, the park is still a major 
landmark in the city, despite having suffered many 
reversible problems, such as poor maintenance, 
budget restrictions and overuse, but without losing 
its essential character and design quality 

Now a non-reversible threat seriously endangers 
the park's integrity. In 2006, an unrelated project, 
named “Museum Leander Ship Project” (MLSP), 
was developed to be located on PDE's biggest and 
important lake, Lake 9. The construction started in 
2008. The community has organized actions, 
including legal activities, in order to stop this project 
and the Venezuelan Society of Landscape 
Architects (SVAP) has supported this protest with 
technical and conceptual arguments, but so far, we 
have been unsuccessful. Therefore, SVAP has 
decided to widely publicize this alert, in order to 
receive international support to prevent this heritage 
loss that affects the whole region. 
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Heritage values of PDE 

• PDE represents an outstanding modern garden 
design by the well-known Brazilian artist and 
landscape designer Roberto Burle Marx, together 
with landscape architects F. Tábora and J. 
Stoddart and a select group of professionals.  

• The park was created due to a unique 
collaboration by a multidisciplinary team that 
worked during the second half of the 20th Century 
in South America, in the field of landscape 
design. This park became the first large-scale 
metropolitan, urban infrastructure design done by 
Burle Marx’s Atelier. It is a Type 1 Cultural 
landscape, where integration of innovative 
concepts, the use of vegetation in a very creative 
way and the incorporation of local culture with an 
educational concept generated a coherent and 
unique site. “PDE broke with the centuries-old 
imitation of European formal garden design and 
made a statement of cultural independence” 
(Martignoni, 2005). 

• PDE and Aterro do Flamengo in Rio de Janeiro 
are considered the most significant works of Burle 
Marx (Berrizbeitia, 2004). Moreover, Marc Treib 
identifies the 20th Century as a time for innovation 
and change in landscape architecture in the 
UNESCO World Heritage Paper No. 5. He names 
PDE and Parque Aterro do Flamengo as 
outstanding examples of parks done in that 
period.  

• PDE is the only park selected as an example of 
Central and South America in M. Mosser and G. 
Teyssot’s book, La Arquitectura de los jardines 
occidentals (MIT Press, USA). 

• PDE was designed as “recreational, with 
emphasis in the contemplative and educational 
potential, using representative landscapes of 
Venezuelan ecosystems” (Tábora, 2005). 

• The designed carrying capacity of PDE was 
60,000 weekly visitors. Now the actual number 
exceeds 250,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Leander – a threat to the Parque del Este  

Museum Leander Ship Project: a threat to 

the PDE 

• Lake 9 is the largest and one of the most valued 
and emblematic of the parks and will be 
irreversibly modified forever, resulting in the loss 
of heritage landscape scenic values.  

• The MLSP includes construction of an 
underground museum structure, 8 m deep by 
4,000 m2, below Lake 9, over which a 35 m high 
replica of an early XIX century ship is going to be 
placed. This intervention covers more than a 
hectare, and would be a visual and functional 
intrusion that will affect the whole park, since it 
could be viewed from many vantage points within 
it.  

• MLSP is located in the southern extreme of the 
park, farthest from the main entrance, thus it will 
generate an undesirable increase in visitor traffic 
across the whole park.  

• MLSP will require exposed mechanical and 
electrical equipment that will create serious noise 
and visual impacts in what has been until now a 
peaceful area heavily visited by birds. 

• Additional risks are caused by the high water 
table level and seismic conditions. 

• MLSP has not been presented to, or coordinated 
with, related communities, visitors, users and/or 
experts, as required by legislation. 

Finally, due to the so far unsuccessful efforts to 
stop and relocate the MLSP, now SVAP asks for 
international letters of support and suggestions to 
help us achieve the goal of conserving this 
invaluable and unique example of modern 
landscape architecture.  

For more information contact: svaporg@gmail.com 

The Venezuelan Society of Landscape of Architects 
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The creation of 
cultural landscapes 
in Uruguay (1724 – 
1950) 
Margarita Montañez 

Architect, President AUDADP 

Uruguay is a small country covering a total area of 
176,215 km2 between two large South American 
neighbours, Brazil and Argentina. Montevideo, its 
capital city, where we will center our study, was 
founded by Spanish conquerors in 1724, for 
strategic and military reasons, and these reasons 
were to condition its destiny.   

The prospect was of a grassland landscape almost 
devoid of trees with a gently rolling topography 
where the eye could see as far as the distant 
horizon: plains full of sun, with shade to be found 
only in the gallery forests along the river margins. 
Europeans could not understand that landscape, so 
different from their everyday landscape. In the 18th 
Century, cattle and horses were disembarked in the 
fertile grasslands. They rapidly multiplied and 
generated the wealth that these lands had been 
lacking: meat, fat, leather and wool. 

The native peoples scant in number and grouped in 
various tribes, were nomad hunters with no urban 
culture. Their spirit was warrior-like and 
independent and they did not submit to the 
conquerors. During the last two decades, the study 
of Uruguayan culture and identity has been stepped 
up in the area of history and archaeology. It has 
been found that a considerable percentage of the 
population has a mixture of indigenous blood, 
something until recently denied. The Uruguayan 
cultural phenomenon must be traced to the melting 
pot of European peoples that converged in this 
country. These were principally Spanish and Italian 
migrants, but also minority groups, including 
English, German-Swiss and German people and 
particularly the French, and all contributed to 
forging our identity.   

African Negroes were forced migrants. Sold as 
slaves in Montevideo they remained in the city, 
working, men and women alike, at domestic chores. 
Their contribution, particularly to Uruguayan music, 
is fundamental. Extensive cattle-raising required 
little labor, and it was the Criollos (those whose 
ancestors were Europeans) who almost exclusively 
carried out this task. In the areas close to the 
capital city, crops were mainly in the hands of the 
Italians, the Spaniards and their Criollo 

descendents, while German-Swiss and Valdense 
agricultural colonization occurred in an area 150 km 
distant from Montevideo. With regard to our subject, 
the roots of the art and science of our gardens, both 
public and private, come from European migrants 
and the Criollo population.   

Our first gardens 

When Montevideo was founded, the first inhabitants 
of the new city were assigned a plot of land in the 
urban center, a small farm on the banks of the 
Miguelete River 5 km from Montevideo, and an 
estancia at a greater distance. These first farms 
were devoted to growing vegetables and fruit trees. 
Seeds and plants were all brought from Spain, 
together with ornamental flowers and trees, 
substituting the autochthonous flora, considered 
productively and ornamentally worthless. 

Private gardens around 1900 

After the colonial link with the Spanish Empire 
ended in 1810, Montevideo became characterized 
as a society open to all peoples, cultures and 
religions, all contributing to the formation of a new 
Uruguayan society, very different from that of its 
neighboring countries. At the time of the 1900 
census, forty percent of the population was foreign 
and mostly European.   

A house with a patio was the dominant typology for 
dwellings. There, the mistress of the house planted 
her favorite plants in earthenware or ceramic pots. 
Geraniums were typical as were roses and 
perfumed jasmine and honeysuckle: no native flora. 
The gentle, subtropical climate favored the use of 
these patios as open air drawing rooms many days 
a year.   

The working class and Negro freedmen of the 19th 
Century also lived in houses with patios, either 
individual or collective ones. Towards 1900, the 
extension of the city enabled modest inhabitants 
and the middle class, frankly on its way up, to buy 
their own houses with a garden in the surroundings 
of Montevideo. These small gardens had a mixture 
of flowers and shrubs with fruit-trees and 
vegetables. The farms near the Miguelete River 
were transformed into orchards admired by the 
foreign travelers who visited them. 

Due to the beauty of its landscape, the farmed 
areas had conquered the city dwellers, who started 
transforming them into summer residences. At the 
end of the 19th Century large mansions resembling 
Italian villas were built by the Montevidean upper 
class. Without losing part of their land to production, 
ornamental parks were created around the houses, 
where the predomination of foreign species was 
very strong. These parks followed a French model, 
but with national characteristics as they were 

IFLA  News let t e r  Issue  82  May  2009  



 21

adapted to the needs, pace and demands of a 
single sector of society: the upper class.   

At the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th 
Century, as a negation of everything Spanish, 
French culture imposed itself on all fields of 
knowledge. French was the language known by the 
cultured and economically powerful bourgeoisie and 
politicians. Therefore, where would the models of 
private or public gardens be sought? Naturally in 
France, a country that was prepared to disseminate 
its model through its texts on the art and practice of 
gardens, and through its technicians, traveling and 
expanding their culture worldwide. In 1848 Pedro 
Antonio Margat from a French family of gardeners 
settled in Montevideo. He was the first and major 
introducer of European plants in the country, used 
in the magnificent parks of these “villas” or “country 
houses”, and the first to lay out gardens in public 
spaces. 

Public gardens 

French influence was more direct in public spaces. 
In 1889 the city government established the Public 
Walks Directorate, appointing a graduate from the 
Versailles École d’Horticulture, Louis-Ernest Racine 
as its director. On his death in 1903, another 
Versailles graduate, Edouard Gauthier took his 
place. Around that time, Louis-Ernest’s brother, 
Charles, also a graduate from Versailles, was 
working for private owners in Uruguay. In 1902 he 
was hired to establish the Botanical Gardens.   

In 1891 Edouard André, another prestigious French 
landscape designer, was called to submit a Plan to 
Widen and Enhance Montevideo. However, the 
economic crisis that affected the country at that 
time prevented it from being implemented. André 
was responsible for having carried out a survey of 
the whole country, accompanied by Uruguayan 
scientists, to seek examples of the native flora of 
ornamental value that could be incorporated in the 
gardens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Square Jardin Zabala, 1891, Edouard André 

Towards national gardening 

During the first half of the 20th Century under the 
powerful French influence on our culture, a new 
force adding depth to a national culture started to 
take shape, seeking to define its identity and 
express new ideas. The names of the poet Juan 
Zorrilla de San Martín and the philosopher Carlos 
Vaz Ferreira come to mind with regard to our 
subject. They reflected their ideas in their own 
gardens.  

Uruguayans graduating from the new Schools of 
Agronomy and Architecture became teachers and 
took up positions in the Municipal Government’s 
Directorate of Public Walks. From this Gallicized 
academic training arose technicians who were 
authentic representatives of a new culture and who 
were to act mainly in laying out gardens in public 
spaces, squares, parks and avenues, giving the city 
a nature of its own that today warrants special 
mention with regard to our landscape heritage.  

As pioneers at this stage, among many others who 
also warrant mentioning, three architects stand out 
by the quality of their works and the value of their 
ideas:  

• Ruben Dufau, Director of the Workshop on 
Architecture Projects (School of Architecture), 
through his class notes we have discovered a 
truly Uruguayan technician with his own ideas. 

• Juan Antonio Scasso, was associated with the 
Directorate of Public Walks, in addition to 
teaching at the School of Architecture. He wrote 
a book Espacios verdes (Green Spaces) in 
which he attempted to assimilate European 
ideas, inserting them in the typical 
characteristics of our society, our culture and in 
our urban situation. 

• Julio Vilamajó, who contributed to our cultural 
landscape with private gardens and urban 
plans. 

The objective of this article was to present a 
genesis of our cultural landscapes, particularly 
designed landscapes from vernacular gardens, the 
contribution of French masters, ending when 
Uruguayan professional architects started a new 
stage in our culture with a national profile and 
identity. Many gardens and parks of this era are still 
conserved and enter the category of historic 
gardens. After 1950 and to date, Montevideo and 
indeed the whole of Uruguay have been enriched 
with public and private spaces designed by 
Uruguayan professionals. They are all part of our 
landscape heritage.  
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Leandro Silva 
Delgado’s Garden 
Fernando Britos 
AUDADP Delegate to IFLA  

The City of Salto 

The Uruguay River, the fast flowing natural 
boundary between Argentina and Uruguay, runs 
from North to South for 508 km along the eastern 
border of the Uruguayan territory, from Quaraí to 
the Rio de la Plata. Numerous islands and rocky 
formations are scattered along the river’s course 
and great basalt outcrops shaped the Salto Grande 
and Salto Chico falls.   

The city of Salto was founded at the beginning of 
the 19th Century on the river bank opposite Salto 
Chico [Little Falls]. This city is the capital of the 
Department of Salto and is located almost 500 km 
from the capital city of Montevideo. Today the falls 
on the Uruguay River are no longer there: in 1979 
the bi-national hydroelectric dam of Salto Grande 
started operating.   

Leandro Silva Delgado 

The city of Salto was the birthplace on 28 
November 1930 of our famous landscape architect, 
Leandro Silva Delgado. He was the son of his times 
and its spaces. In 1952 he entered the School of 
Architecture, University of the Republic. While he 
was working at this School’s Institute of Design he 
undertook a study on tree and shrub species of the 
Uruguayan flora, paving the way for their 
incorporation into contemporary design.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1955 and 1957, as a painter and engraver he 
was a member of the Uruguayan delegation to the 
Third and Fourth Art Biennials in Sao Paulo. This 
gave him the opportunity to meet the Landscape 
Architect Roberto Burle Marx, who became his 
master and encouraged him to study botany, soils 
and ecology. A very close friendship was to link the 
two until the death of the Brazilian landscape 
architect on 4 June 1994.   

In 1961 Silva Delgado moved to Paris and 
continued his studies at what is today the École 
Nationale Supérieure du Paysage at Versailles and 
at the School of Beaux Arts in Paris. By 1964 he 
had started his professional and teaching work. In 
1969, Silva Delgado moved to Madrid, Spain and in 
1972 he started work on his own experimental 
garden, the San Marcos Romeral in Segovia. In 
1981, his most famous work was re-initiated, the 
restoration of the Royal Botanical Gardens in 
Madrid.   

He died unexpectedly in Segovia on 15 November 
2000, a few days before his seventieth birthday.   

 

Silva Delgado in Salto 

Periodically, Silva Delgado carried out various 
professional and teaching activities back in his own 
country: “In December 1981 I conceived the idea of 
creating a garden where I could progressively 
gather the plant species brought over from Spain to 
the Rio de la Plata during Colonial times,” he stated 
in the descriptive specifications for the Spanish 
Discovery Garden. This was planned for an area of 
three hectares in a “devastated” area of the old 
Solari Park, one of the most relevant examples of 
national landscape architecture at the start of the 
20th Century.   
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Silva Delgado loved his Salto land, considering it as 
a tribute to his sensitivity and his art. On 21 April 
1986, a ceremony was held to place the 
cornerstone for the garden, marking the city of 
Salto’s participation in the celebrations of the Fifth 
Centenary of the Discovery of America in 1992. For 
this project he carried out documentary analysis, 
particularly gathering data regarding the Jesuit 
Missions. This garden would enable the plant 
collection to grow with time as data were found to 
complete the initial documentation. However, with 
the plant species coming from Spain, a project with 
a definitive structure and character could be 
approached, recovering the traditional elements of 
Spanish-Arabic gardens. This made it possible to 
celebrate the encounter of two cultures.    

On 20 March this year, during a warm Salto 
midday, in a simple but moving ceremony, this 
landscaped garden was dedicated. It is now known 
as the Leandro Silva Delgado Garden. Speakers at 
this ceremony were the Mayor of Salto Ramón 
Fonticiella, the President of the Departmental 
Council, Felipe Carvallo, the President of the 
Honorary Commission for the Historic Heritage of 
Salto, Mrs Isidra Solari, and Silva Delgado’s widow, 
Mrs Julia Elena Casaravilla.  During their speeches, 
they all highlighted the personality of the creator of 
this garden, his talent and artistic feeling. They took 
on the great challenge of conserving this work as a 
legacy to future generations.  The quiet water of the 
wells, the perfume of roses, and the shrill calls of 
the southern screamers, magnificently validated the 
Master’s proposal, he for whom gardens were his 
vital passion and who considered “the World as a 
garden.”  

AUDADP joined this initiative with great enthusiasm 
and its President and Delegate to IFLA, was 
present at this well-deserved homage to the Salto 
Master, Leandro Silva Delgado.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

World Landscape 
Architecture Month: 
Argentina 

Virginia Laboranti 

CAAP President and IFLA Delegate 

In Argentina, the World Landscape Architecture 
Month is attracting more and more interest among 
landscape professionals and the general public. 
Many events were organized or supported by CAAP 
in the City of Buenos Aires and in four of the 
Argentine Provinces: Buenos Aires, Córdoba, Salta 
and San Juan. 

In the City of Buenos Aires, in the Botanical Garden 
“Carlos Thays”, CAAP organized a workshop with 
the following presentations: “The Classical Gardens 
of Suzhou, China - declared as World Heritage by 
UNESCO” by Martha Ibarborde and Virginia 
Laboranti, “A garden in New York” by Graciela 
Azzolín, “Spontaneous Events in Landscape- 
Autumn Senescence” by Alicia Mainetti, 
“Contemporary Gardens” by Sandra Almeida, and 
“The Landscaper and the Community” by Liliana 
Apfelgün. 

The Faculty of Architecture, Design and Urbanism, 
University of Buenos Aires organized a conference 
entitled “The Social Role of the Landscape 
Designer”, addressed by Liliana Apfelgrün. In the 
Province of Buenos Aires, CAAP was invited to 
participate in “Pilar Style”, the 10th Fair of 
Decoration and Landscaping. Each year this fair is 
visited by thousands of people. 

CAAP acted as a Jury in the Landscaping issue and 
gave an Award to “The Best Use of Space”. CAAP 
also designed and built an institutional garden, 
called Frame, where it had the opportunity to make 
known the profession and its activities. The space 
was designed and built by Lucía Schiappapietra, 
Principal of Estudio Paisajismo. Another two CAAP 
members, Rocío Alcorta and María Laura Vidal 
Bazterrica, participated with their own spaces. 

Another transcendental event was the 33rd National 
Congress of Nurseries and 12th Professional 
Exhibition, organized in Escobar, Province of 
Buenos Aires, where CAAP took part in the design 
and building of a small square, inside one of the 
principal pavilions. It was designed by Guadalupe 
Bunge and Cecilia Martínez. An institutional stand 
was also installed and brochures about CAAP, IFLA 
and the scope of the profession were handed out to 
the public and all questions were answered.  
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In the College of Architects of the Province of 
Buenos Aires, Ana Bajcura gave a speech titled 
“Around the world, knowing the Landscapes of 
Today”. 

Apart from all these activities, in Quilmes, Province 
of Buenos Aires, CAAP sponsored the actions of 
SOS Earth. They organized bicycle rides, in Buenos 
Aires and Tucumán, together with cultural activities 
and the planting of native trees at different stops.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Institute of Landscape of the Catholic 
University of Cordoba organized two workshops. 
The lectures were: “The advantages of the 
development of projects between the Architect and 
the Landscape Architect - The path of wine in 
Neuquén” by Ana María Demo and Cecilia Lloret, 
“Landscape recuperation of the outer spaces of 
Eden Hotel, La Falda” by Juan Carlos Wehbe and 
Rubén del Sueldo, “The North of Cordoba, strategic 
planning of a witness area” by Lucia Agustinoy, and 
“Application of geographic information systems in 
the design of landscape and environmental 
lineaments for Monte Cristo location” by Mariela 
Dura and Miguel Martiarena. The second workshop 
took place in the College of Architects of Cordoba, 
Villa Carlos Paz.  

María Elena Acuña gave a presentation on 
“Landscape…Impressions” at the Contemporary Art 
Museum in Salta, Province of Salta.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An ICOMOS Workshop on “Urban Historic 
Landscapes – Methodology of Heritage 
Management” was organized by ICOMOS 
Argentina and the Institute of Theory, History and 
Critics of Design of the Faculty of Architecture, 
Urbanism and Design (IDIS) of the National 
University of San Juan, Province of San Juan. This 
workshop was sponsored by CAAP and IFLA.  

All these activities were publicised by the press 
media, and CAAP and the profession were 
frequently mentioned by national and provincial 
newspapers, and by virtual media and in catalogues 
and brochures. Through all this, we can conclude 
that the World Landscape Architecture Month was a 
great success in Argentina. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estilo Pilar 
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Reñaca Norte 
Natural Park 
Carla Rüttimann 
 
IFLA Chile 
President 

The Torsanlorenzo International Prize is 
offered with the aim of highlighting completed 
projects and promoting the quality of forest and 
urban green spaces. The project described in 
this article won an Honorary Prize in Section B: 
Urban Green Spaces of the 2009 competition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The environment 

Littoral dunes are original environments, from the 
point of view of both their morphology and the 
vegetation and fauna they support. The peculiarity 
of the dune field of this study is that it consists of 
old dunes that “hang” on marine terraces separated 
by a rocky cliff. Geologically, they are considered 
unique, since climatic, petrographical, hydrographic, 
topographical, oceanic and phytogeographical 
factors that intervened in their formation are 
irreproducible today.  

The dunes in this area of the meridional Pacific 
Ocean coast were formed in the open bay exposed 
to southern winds that carried sand during millions 
of years from the mouth of its main river. They are 
stable dunes with a particular flora and fauna:  

bulbs which cling to the sand and the various 
insects associated with them.  Some researchers 
consider this area to be the southernmost segment 
of the “Blooming Desert”, an impressive and colorful 
phenomenon that mainly occurs each 4-5 years in 
the Atacama Desert. 

The importance of this dune field was recognized 
by government authorities, who in 1993 declared a 
small area neighboring the project site a Nature 
Sanctuary. Nevertheless, this exceptional 
landscape resource is being threatened by 
unregulated human use, such as recreational 
activities and urban expansion. The effects are the 
destruction of characteristic vegetal associations, 
soil erosion in stable dunes and remobilization of 
dunes, with the resulting loss of scenic quality and 
transformation of the original dune morphology. 

The commission of designing the landscape for a 
housing development in such valuable land ran the 
risk of completely destroying the natural values by 
the development of streets and buildings. However, 
it presented the opportunity to propose to use the 
project’s parkland area as a conservation and 
observation site for the original dunes landscape.  
According to this idea, the park was situated on the 
edge of the housing development, to enjoy the 
spectacular view of the Pacific Ocean, while at the 
same time connecting the lower coastal road with 
the center of the development.  It was also 
proposed that travel through the park should not 
destroy its fragile vegetation and soil, and thus 
circulation was limited to a footbridge designed for 
this purpose. Likewise, vegetation damaged during 
the building process would be replaced by native 
plants. 
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The project 

The park encompasses the green areas of a new 
housing development, located on the dunes and 
extending along the coast between two towns.  

As the park is inserted in a very valuable area, with 
a high probability of being urbanized, the project’s 
main goal was to satisfy housing development 
needs, while preserving the natural landscape of 
the region. The green area was defined as a 
preservation zone of the dune landscape and 
became a Natural Park.  

The land has an irregular morphology of 13,500 m2 
that connects the lower coastal road with the 
housing development’s plateau.  There is a 70 m 
difference between these two levels, creating an 
extremely difficult slope to tackle. The morphology 
of the site was determinant in defining two different 
ways to travel across the park.   

First, starting from the top level and descending a 
steep slope, a stair with landings was designed that 
offers views of the distant landscape and the sea. 
The second part is a raised footbridge crossing the 
whole width of the site, from where the dunes’ size 
and plant diversity can be observed from close up.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The route was designed with three stations for a 
future elevator. The structure was built with treated 
wood in order to protect the dune and its 
vegetation. However, during the development 
process, damage to the dune was unavoidable, 
making it necessary to restore almost all of the 
site’s vegetation.  This was difficult to carry out as 
strong coastal winds constantly moved the sand, in 
addition to the dunes’ natural instability.  

The doca plant (Carpobrotus aequilaterus) was 
helpful in this process because of its easy planting, 
which, combined with irrigation during the first 
months, quickly stabilized the land. The footbridge 
and stairs were surrounded by a group of plants 
chosen to resemble as much as possible the 
existing species of the adjacent dunes. Today, 
Haplopappus foliosus, Puya chilensis, P. venusta, 
Eryngium paniculada, Stipa caudata, Bahia 
ambrosioides, Baccharis concava and C. 
aequilaterus form the vegetal cover until the site’s 
own ecosystem is reestablished.  
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