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From the President

We are very proud of 
the new issue of IFLA-
News.  We have includ-
ed some additional 
sections and hope you 
will like them as much 
as we do!

The theme of this issue was very popular and we 
had a wonderful response from all over the world. I 
want to warmly thank all of the people who partici-
pated in this issue!

Among the new sections we are introducing in 
this issue, I am especially fond of “the Interview”, 
which takes advantage of IFLA personalities. It is 
an open concept where we invite one IFLA person-
ality to interview another. In this case, Ilse 
Wollansky, our dear Austrian delegate, interviewed 
IFLA former President, Arno Schmidt. You will be 
enchanted with the result!!!

Additionally, we would like to invite you all to 
participate in IFLA News by commenting on and 
enriching the articles. Our goal is to use the News-
letter as a real communication tool. We are cur-
rently considering a section on readers’ comments, 
so feel free to send some our way. Shirah Cahill our 
very dear editor will gather them and publish them 
in the upcoming issue.

We would also like to utilize the Newsletter to sup-
port our congresses and conferences as much as 
possible by reporting on international Landscape 
Architecture events, taking place worldwide. 
Accordingly, you all are invited to send contribu-
tions on these themes!!!

On another topic, autumn has begun in the 
northern hemisphere and spring in the southern, 
therefore the end of the year is in sight!!! “April, 
the World Landscape Architecture Month” is not 

far away!!! We want to invite you all to organize 
your April events under the theme Multi and 
Interdisciplinary practice! So please invite other 
disciplines to participate with you while organizing 
your events. Take advantage of our MoUs and our 
partners so that we may all work together for our 
Landscape!!!

With a big hug,

Desiree Martínez

Evaluation Program. 
Trees Affected By 
Hurricanes
Ing.Agr. Carlos R. Anaya

During the summer of 2005 two powerful hurri-
canes affected the gulf coast region of the United 
States. The first was Hurricane Katrina and the 
second was Hurricane Rita. Both razed large areas 
of the southern states Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Alabama. The first was deemed the strongest and 
most destructive hurricane that has affected the 
United States in the past 100 years, with winds 
reaching velocities of 300 km per hour. Conse-
quentially, this storm was categorized as a class 5, 
which is the maximum possible classification for 
this type of natural disaster.

Desiree Martinez and others at the 
Regional Conference of the Americas in Chile

New Orleans . after Hurricane Katrina



IFLA Newsletter Issue 89 October 2010

3

1800 people were killed, millions of dollars worth 
of material damage was incurred and hundreds of 
millions of trees were destroyed or damaged both 
in urban and forested areas.

Trees were damaged by powerful winds, literally 
tearing them up by their roots and destroying 
their structure partially or entirely. Deterioration 
was also due to intense flooding and soil contami-
nation resulting from hydrocarbon spills among 
other things. In general, pine trees were destroyed 
through damage to their core structure/trunks, 
native oaks were stripped of their foliage and left 
with broken and missing branches and the Mag-
nolias were drowned by floods and additionally 
damaged by contaminated soils.

The agency responsible for managing emergency 
situations in the US, The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) had to resolve the situa-
tion caused by trees fallen in roadways, on houses, 
tangled into overhead electrical wires and those 
which represented a potential risk to safety and 
welfare.

In the face of such great loss and with the possibil-
ity that mature trees were being cut down unnec-
essarily, an environmental mitigation program was 
implemented in urban areas.

The Forest Service of the United States, which 
is a dependent of the Department of Agriculture 
(FS-USDA)  together with the Society of Municipal 
Arborists (SMA) and the International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA), coordinated a program which 
united technical organizations of the affected 
states, national and  local forest services, 

the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI), 
The Geospatial Information Technology Associa-
tion (GITA) and a company called Davey, one of the 
leading organizations specializing in arboriculture 
in the US.

The program recruited 34 volunteer, professional 
arborists, who travelled through the gulf coast 
area, focusing on those cities most affected by the 
storm in order to evaluate more than 7,200 dam-
aged trees. The majority of the volunteers were 
from the United States, there were 4 from Canada 
and myself from Argentina.

The objective of the project was to recover the 
maximum number of mature trees whose shade, 
among other characteristics played an important 
role in this geographic region, and to determine 
which trees posed a risk to the population that 
would return to their homes and to the construc-
tion crews that would shortly be rebuilding the 
cities.

The 34 volunteers were divided into 6 technical 
groups which worked sequentially using a grid 
system through the cities of Biloxi, Ocean Springs, 
Hancock, Kenner, New Orleans, Covington, 
Mandeville, Camp Salmen and Jefferson Parish. 
Each group stayed 8-10 days in the affected cit-
ies. We stayed with families, in hostiles and also in 
well equipped mobile homes. The days were very 
long in order to accomplish our goal of daily sur-
vey work. They were also difficult, as we faced the 
sadness and desolation resulting from the mass 
destruction of entire neighborhoods and the harsh 
reality of families who would not be able to return 
to their homes.

Waveland Mississippi . after Hurricane Katrina
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While we had accurate plans and GPS tracking 
equipment, in many cases it was difficult to locate 
the limits determined in the grid system by virtue 
of the fact that many of the reference points no 
longer existed. We worked in pairs, systematically 
taking inventory of all existing trees, recording 
data in electronic devices (location, specie, diam-
eter, height) and evaluating their condition as well 
as their risk to public safety. We also completed 
recommended tasks to care for surviving trees. 
We determined which should be cut down and 
which could be saved through practices such as 
corrective pruning, stabilization, soil replacement 
etc. We determined which areas were suitable 
for reforestation, selected adequate species and 
planting techniques and established guidelines for 

post-planting care so as to leave the affected com-
munities with a recuperation plan for their green 
infrastructure. The information gained through 
these studies was also essential to helping each 
city quantify the cost of the recommended work in 
order to solicit reimbursement from FEMA. 

As an example, the city of Kenner, Louisiana so-
licited a reimbursement of $300,000.00 for the re-
moval of 202 trees marked for elimination and for 
the care of 1,075 damaged trees sited for conserva-
tion through corrective pruning practices.

For those of us who participated in this work, the 
project was both interesting and exciting, as it 
allowed for the exchange of knowledge and experi-
ence among colleagues for a noble cause.

From the City that Rocks, 
Observations from 
Post-Earthquake Christchurch, 
New Zealand

Neil Challenger

At 4.35 a.m. on the 4th of September 2010 Christ-
church residents were shaken awake by a magni-
tude 7.1 earthquake, the largest earthquake to hit 
urban New Zealand for nearly 80 years. It was a 
large earthquake. On average the world only has 17 
earthquakes a year larger than magnitude seven. 
Haiti’s earthquake in January 2010 was magnitude 
7.1 and Chile’s earthquake in February was magni-
tude 8.8. Although it was a big quake, Christchurch 
was lucky. In Haiti’s earthquake over 230,000 
people were killed and in Chile 40,000 homes were 
destroyed. 

Happily this was not the situation in Christchurch, 
however the earthquake has caused considerable 
damage. The challenge for the Landscape Archi-
tecture community is to contribute to the city’s 
reconstruction in ways that will not only fix the 
problems of housing, and the city’s urban,  subur-
ban and neighbourhood fabric but that will do so 
in ways that will help solve the landscape problems 
that dogged the city before the earthquake struck. 

The impact of the earthquake varies. In places, the 
broader landscape has been rearranged. The previ-
ously unknown fault that caused the earthquake 

Group of volunteers

Edgware Barbadoes Shops Demolished – Local shops on the corner 
of Edgeware Road and Barbadoes Streets are demolished. 
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Repairing Christchurch has to be seen in the city’s 
bio-physical and socio-economic context. Christ-
church is built on a large alluvial plain and on the 
toe of the adjacent Port Hills, and has a population 
of around 400,000 most of whom live in single sto-
ry bungalows in suburbs that sprawl out across the 
flatlands. The older suburbs have traditionally been 
serviced by clusters of local shops and community 
infrastructure. But many of the newer suburbs, 
created in the age of private motor vehicles, lack 
these neighbourhood-defining amenities chiefly 
because of the competition from large multi-story 
shopping malls built at strategic intervals through-
out the city over the last 30 years. In common with 
overseas experience these malls have contributed 
significantly to the decline of local and suburban 
shopping centres and to the ‘hollowing out’ of the 
central city; albeit that downtown Christchurch is 
still comparatively buoyant by many standards. 

From a landscape architectural perspective the 
damage caused by the earthquake can be broadly 
fitted into three areas. Parts of suburban Christ-
church won’t be rebuilt because of ground instabil-
ity caused by liquefaction. The people who used to 
live in these districts will need to be re-housed and 
alternate uses will have to be found for the areas 
where they used to live – which will require design 
and planning. At the neighbourhood level many 
of the corner shops destroyed in the earthquake 
looked uneconomic before they were felled and it 
is hard to imagine them being rebuilt. However, 
these shops marked their communities, giving 
them focus, identity and ease; and the small hap-

produced a 25-kilometer rip across Christchurch’s 
hinterland, displacing farm paddocks and roads by 
as much as 4 metres. A river found a new course 
across paddocks after fields dropped a meter and 
a half and diggers were used to force it back to its 
old channel. However hedgerows, fences, road 
alignments and one small river aside, generally the 
damage to the broader landscape has been mini-
mal. 

It is at the landscape’s human and experiential 
scale that its impact has been much more signifi-
cant, severe and for those most affected malign. 
No-one was killed and only two people were seri-
ously hurt, but over 90,000 insurance claims have 
been lodged, over 150 km of sewers and water 
mains have been destroyed, tens of thousand 
of buildings have been damaged, and over 1000 
homes are irreparable - their previous occupants 
living in temporary accommodation and in some 
cases caravans and motor homes. Because of 
liquefaction damaged parts of some suburbs will 
have to be abandoned and throughout the city 
corner stores and shopping strips have been de-
stroyed, church steeples and belfries have become 
piles of rubble and a number of community halls 
have been condemned. In the central city a num-
ber of heritage late Victorian gothic and Edward-
ian buildings have been damaged beyond repair 
and a part of the city that already had too many 
empty sites now has more empty lots. The impact 
is broad, if not as severe as in the other centers 
rocked by earthquakes this year. 

Relocation Sign, Cranford Shops – Sign advising customers where 
Chris’s Clothing Services have relocated.

Manchester Street Shops – Badly damaged shops in central 
Christchurch
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penstance pleasure of bumping into your neighbor 
when you buy the paper that they allow won’t hap-
pen when you drive to the mall. For designers of 
this neglected space, the challenge will be how de-
sign can help to rebuild community identity, ame-
nity and ease. Finally, in the central city, despite 
significant damage to a large number of buildings 
it appears that only 20 or 30 were damaged be-
yond repair; sadly most of them heritage buildings 
that contributed significantly to the city’s char-
acter. This isn’t ruinous, but the central city was 
vulnerable before the earthquake struck. Despite 
significant investment in its landscape over the last 
eight years there was more office space than ten-
ants, shops struggled to compete with the malls, 
there wasn’t enough foot traffic and there were 
already too many carparks occupying empty lots. 
The earthquake will exacerbate this, forcing some 
businesses to move out, creating more empty lots 
and almost certainly adding more grim parking lots 
to the city’s streetscapes. The landscape challenge 
is not simply to fill these empty spaces but to re-
think the central city and what it might be. 

Seen globally these effects are not catastrophic, 
but for Christchurch they ought to be catalytic. 
While the earthquake has caused some major 

problems, as is probably always the case, behind 
the immediately visible damage to buildings and 
infrastructure it is the pre-existing weaknesses 
and problems that will dog their repair. In this case 
sprawl, poor planning decisions that have allowed 
building to occur where it shouldn’t, economic vi-
ability and neighbourhood and central city vitality; 
problems that existed well before the earthquake. 

The normal response to disaster has been to 
rebuild on the old footprint, not to rethink the 
footprint itself and it is not clear which will happen 
in Christchurch. The response from the landscape 
architectural community has been to acknowl-
edge the existing footprint and its repair through 
proposals for temporary landscapes on vacant 
sites. But its real challenge is to help ensure that 
the city’s reconstruction maximizes opportunities; 
which it is attempting to do through exploratory 
charettes, design and planning forums and wider 
engagements with the design and political com-
munity. However, as appears to have been the 
case with both the Haitian and the Chilean earth-
quakes, to date the focus on the immediate issues 
of buildings and pipes has wrongly painted this as 
being largely an architectural and an engineering 
problem. This has so far overshadowed issues of 
landscape urbanism, economic fabric, community 
character, and the provision of open space and 
amenity, and it is these that will be instrumental in 
helping to bring the city back to life through over-
coming the underlying issues that the earthquake 
has highlighted. 

It is to be hoped that the result of the earthquake 
will be a better, more robust and more resilient 
city, but it will take time, commitment and inter-
disciplinary, inter-sector thinking which in our cur-
rent post-earthquake world will be a challenge.

Neil Challenger is Head of the School of Landscape 
Architecture at Lincoln University, New Zealand: 
challenn@lincoln.ac.nz 

Manchester Worcester Street Corner – Shops are demolished 
in central Christchurch
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Planning for Post-earth-
quake Rehabilitation 
and Reconstruction of the 
Chinese National Parks in the
Wenchuan Earthquake-stricken Area

Jia Jianzhong . Deng Wugong 
China Academy of Urban Planning & Design 

Chinese National Parks were deeply affected by 
the magnitude 5.12 Wenchuan Earthquake in 2008 
and as a result, many suffered in the disaster areas. 
Post-earthquake rehabilitation and reconstruction 
planning has become both urgent and important 
work for the economic and social development of 
the earthquake- stricken area, and for the national 
parks. 

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Planning Area and Planning objectives
There are 51 counties (cities, districts) in three 
provinces, creating a planning area of 132 600 km² 
with a population of 19.867 million. In the planning 
area, there are 9 Chinese national parks, 30 pro-
vincial national parks, and one independent world 
natural heritage site.

1.2 Planning principals
1. Reasonable assessment and guidance  
2. Scientific recovery, optimization of development
3. Government leadership, diversified investment 
4. Lawful reconstruction, orderly progress 

2. CONTENTS OF THE PLANNING

2.1 Damage Evaluation
1. Assessment of secondary geological disasters: 
The earthquake triggered landslides, mud slides, 

subsidence, avalanches, etc. and severely dam-
aged the natural landscape of the national parks, 
their forest vegetation as well as their ecological 
environment.

2. Assessment of damaged scenic resources: Many 
key attractions were fractured, suffered subsid-
ence or collapse and even disappeared as a result 
of the earthquake. There was damage to high-val-
ue core resources. 

3. Assessment of damaged services and facilities: 
most of the scenic tour services, tourist services 
and management service facilities have collapsed. 
This situation has weakened the capacity of recep-
tion and management.

4. Assessment of damage to basic engineering 
facilities: the earthquake resulted in damage to the 
power supply, water supply, telecommunications 
as well as other infrastructure in many national 
parks and by extension affected the normal opera-
tion of the national parks.

5. Assessment of damaged traffic patterns: The key 
issues identified were the destruction of roads and 
bridges, fracture, collapse and other phenomena 
that could be found universally within the national 
parks. Additionally, many national parks incurred 
damage to their circulation and connection with 
external roads.

Landscape after Wenchuan Earthquake
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6. Assessment of damaged rural settlements : 
settlements collapsed and means of production 
were widely damaged within the national park. 
Consequentially, the people living inside the na-
tional parks suffered enormous losses of  life and 
property.

7. Assessment of damage to the natural environ-
ment: the forest vegetation and ecological en-
vironment has been severely damaged. Wildlife 
habitat as well as the scenic value of the landscape 
was put at risk.

Conclusions of damage evaluation: The Wenchuan 
earthquake has caused enormous damage to the 
national parks. It has produced many adverse ef-
fects for both resource conservation and tourism 
development. However, the natural and cultural 
heritage resources which are most representative 
of the entire affected areas have been well-pre-
served. As a result, the national parks’ core role in 
the tourism industry has not been changed. 

2.2 Thinking about and planning the national park 
reconstruction 
1. Rehabilitation  and Reconstruction. Planning the 
National Parks:      
According to the degree of damage, the value 
and the role of scenic locations, the national parks 
were divided into 3 categories: the focused recov-
ery of national parks, the focused conservation of 
national parks and the general recovery of national 
parks. This classification could be used to organize 
funding arrangements and as a reference for differ-
ent management needs. This was a requirement 
for the preparation of post-disaster reconstruction 
planning for national parks.

2. Finding, preserving and establishing new scenic 
spots and attractions:
Planning proposals gave priority to the explora-
tion and protection of representative and typical 
earthquake ruins in order to promote the develop-
ment of the national parks. It was also suggested 
to establish Beichuan-Tangjia-mountain -Yuli in the
Sichuan province and the SanTan-Yunping in the 
Gansu province as national parks. 

3. The establishment of Longmen Mountain natu-
ral heritage site:
Part of the planning proposed Long-Men Moun-
tain, located in the heart of the Wenchuan earth-
quake as a national natural heritage site, and 
established the “Long-Men Mountains World 
Natural Heritage” assessment project. This project 
was meant to promote the protection of natural 
and cultural heritage and to develop tourism in the 
affected areas.

4. Proposal to increase subsidies, establishment of 
a “National Heritage, National Park Protection and 
Disaster Prevention Foundation.” 

5. Development of technical guidelines for the 
rehabilitation and reconstruction. 

6. Formation of the new regional travel circle sur-
rounding “Jiuzhaigou”

7. Establishment of the earthquake disaster pre-
vention system. 

8. Opening national parks for people in phases.

9. Carrying out reconstruction work in phases.

The Post-earthquake Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Planning of 
the National Parks in the Wenchuan Earthquake-stricken Area
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10. Development of appropriate safeguards and 
implementation. 

The overall objective of all of these programs has 
been to finish the Rehabilitation and Reconstruc-
tion work within a three-year period and to return 
the national parks to pre-disaster levels as soon as 
conditions permit. 

3. PLANNING CHARACTERISTICS AND 
INNOVATION 

3.1 This type of planning is special and its technical 
content is unique.

3.2 It explores planning methodology within spe-
cific conditions.

3.3 It has proposed a Chinese national park damage 
assessment system for the first time.

3.4 It has proposed the basic content for an earth-
quake disaster prevention system for the national 
parks.

3.5 It integrates the presentation of the Top Ten 
Guidelines for rehabilitation and reconstruction 
techniques.

3.6 It expands into a new realm of planning and 
research for Chinese national parks.

4. IMPLEMENTATION AND EFFECT 

4.1 It provides a reference and a basis for the over-
all situation of the national parks, as well as advice 
and technical details for different relief agencies.

4.2 It provides guidance for the post-disaster re-
construction of scenic locations.

4.3 It provides guidance for the detail and planning 
of all disaster stricken national parks.  

4.4 Most of the attractions in the national parks 
have been restored according to plan; tour facili-
ties and infrastructure have been rehabilitated.

4.5 The earthquake-induced geological disaster 
prevention and vegetation restoration techniques 
and practices have been widely applied. 

4.6 The national narks have been gradually re-
opening for tourism. Regional tourism has been 
almost completely recovered. 

Names of Participants . Jia Jianzhong . Su Chenyang 
. Deng Wugong . Chen Zhanshi . Liu Ningjing . Li 
Xiong . Zhao Tingning . Gao Jiarong . Huang Dong-
pu . Wei Min . Luo Hui . Dai Yu . Tang Jinqun . Yan 
Hua . Niu Tonggang
Address: No.5 CheGong
Zhuang WestRoad. Beijing, China 100044
Email: jjz8@yahoo.com.cn
5858dwg@163.com
Date of project: 11th Aug. 2008

Scales of Ecology 
Restoring an endangered 
landscape
Carolina Faverio

This investigation on the existing ecological disas-
ter in the Matanza-creek watershed, where many 
have died and in which each year the deterioration 
worsens due to lack of action by local leaders, was 
aimed at encouraging those of us who work with 
nature to generate ideas, seek assistance or what-
ever is within our reach, in an attempt to reverse 
this situation. 

“Corruption, impunity, irresponsibility, 
laziness, indifference, inequality, ignorance, 
marginalization, illness, death” 

These are the foundation for which the Matanza 
– creek watershed  has become a landscape de-
stroyed by man and the largest environmental 
problem that exists in Argentina. 

The Matanza-creek watershed is located in the 
metropolitan area of Buenos Aires. It comprises 
part of the federal capital and 11 municipalities. 



IFLA Newsletter Issue 89 October 2010

10

There is a population of about 3,000,000 inhabit-
ants living in the basin, representing 8.6% of the 
country’s  total population. The watershed has a 
total area of 2.238 km2 that develops over a length 
of 70km. Additionally, its slope (0.5m/km) produces 
both rain-related and tidal flooding, causing dam-
age to people and property. 

From an environmental point of view the majority 
of the contamination is located in the lower basin, 
the mid-zone is also highly polluted while      
upstream environmental conditions are satisfac-
tory.
 
The critical points of contamination are the port, 
located at the mouth of the creek where the pet-
rochemical industry unloads tons of crude oil, fuels 
and chemicals; additional industries such as tex-
tiles, food, bottling, paper and tanneries that are 
located along the river banks and who dump their 
waste without any pretreatment, and finally, the 
local settlements  lacking infrastructure, who cre-
ate and manage garbage dumps, sewers and storm 
drains that flow directly into the creek. 

Channel sediments cause a high degree of con-
tamination in the lower basin, in the same way the 
soil impacted by the industrial waste that has been 
dumped on top of the natural soils filters contami-
nation which eventually reaches the groundwater.

Frequent causes of death are due to cardiovascular 
diseases, tumors, poisoning by nitrate and heavy 
metals, as well as accidents. Urban development in 
the basin has always been limited by water prob-
lems, pollution and the poor implementation of 
man-made structures (FFCC, roads, drainage) 

Beginning with the legal and institutional frame-
work, there is a legislative uncertainty due to an 
overlapping of rules and jurisdictions in the area of 
regulation which prevents the proper enforcement 
of laws. Additionally, an awkward distribution of 
authority and by extension, responsibility (nation-
al, provincial and municipal) results in an ineffec-
tive legal system. 

From a landscape point of view the mouth of the 
creek, which hosts buildings typical of Italian im-
migrants linked to port activities, metal structures 
and bridges, creates a distinctive urban space that 
is currently a resource for tourism.

The way in which our society relates to nature has 
always been contentious. Man has taken advan-
tage of natural resources, devouring them in a way 
that has never taken into account the reality that 
they will one day be exhausted. 

Today Matanza-creek has become an open sewer 
in the city of Buenos Aires.
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BUT HOW HAS IT GOTTEN TO THIS POINT?
 
The answer is that throughout history this land-
scape has had distinct meaning and symbolism in 
relation to the societal model, the power structure, 
the production structure, the way in which cities 
were built and how they interact with nature. 

To reflect on the relationship between man and 
nature in this particular landscape one must divide 
the time line into stages with respect to the dis-
tinct symbolism associated with the creek.

NATURAL LANDSCAPE REFUGE VS THREAT 
(Colonial Period to 1810) The Riachuelo is the main 
reason that Buenos Aires is located where it is, it is 
a natural harbor where the colonists protected and 
repaired their ships. In relation to nature there was 
an urban policy that was reflected in Indian law 
and in the  attitudes of the authorities. Underde-
veloped technology prevented major environmen-
tal intervention. Moreover, this landscape in its 
natural condition was a constant threat to the first 
inhabitants, during the dry season the region was 
full of lakes that were low and prone to disease. In 
the lowlands near the creek continuous flooding 
harmed people and property. 

LANDSCAPE OF DEATH (1810-1860) During this 
period tanneries began to sacrifice hundreds of 
thousands of animals per month. Some of the 
waste was reused in industry, but much of the ex-
cess was dumped daily into the river forming banks 
of animal waste that was meters thick. The blood 
that was spilled was so abundant that it formed 
a crust on the ground. The state of the creek was 
deplorable, the smell spread throughout the city. 
In 1822 authorities expelled the tanneries and 
foundries to the other side of the river, but they 
continued dumping their waste. In 1830 the first 
attempt to protect the creek  was enacted prohib-
iting the discarding  of animal waste, but it was not 
respected.

 
PUTRID LANDSCAPE (1860-1930) Prohibitions 
and decrees that addressed “the urgent need to 
reduce the putrefaction of the water” were not re-

spected. By 1869 the landscape offered very little, 
there were uncultivated fields, muddy streets, 
poorly ventilated settlements immersed in a putrid 
smell. In 1871, there was a yellow fever epidemic, 
the newspaper “La Nacion” published the follow-
ing description of the creek, “The stream bed is 
now layers of putrefied material.  Its current is not 
the color of water. Sometimes bloody, sometimes 
green, thick, like a torrent of puss pouring from the 
gaping wound in the gangrened forehead  of the 
earth. It is a hot bed of infection, cholera and fever. 
For how long will we have to breath the air and 
drink the putridity of this great corpse lying on the 
back of our city? “ 

ECOLOGICAL MECHANISMS THAT LED TO THE 
DEATH OF THE CREEK
River eutrophication has been caused by excess 
chemicals that are unable to assimilate without 
impairing water quality as well as organic material 
that has exceeded the carrying capacity of the river 
and cannot purify these effluents.  Water with a 
bad odor indicates that the amount of oxygen has 
fallen below the level that allows for the survival of 
plant and animal life and that these species have 
been replaced by anaerobic organisms that pro-
duce methane and hydrogen sulfide. 

LANDSCAPE OF IMPUNITY (1930 to present)
The industrial boom caused by import substitu-
tion, triggered the acceleration of urbanization 
processes and in turn a rise in population resulting 
from internal migration. These factors led to a new 
form of housing, the “villa.” Industrial and resi-
dential development occurred without the proper 
infrastructure, with no services or planning and in 
inadequate and low lying areas that already had a 
tradition of production, by filling wetlands, bogs, 
marshes, reed beds, which naturally filter and im-
prove water quality. 

The industrialization process generated specific 
forms of pollution due to the presence of inorganic 
chemicals and heavy metals which the creek’s 
natural processes could not filter. What had been 
a quantitative problem (that could be expressed in 
tons of organic matter and according to the flow of 



IFLA Newsletter Issue 89 October 2010

12

the creek) became a qualitative issue, because no 
bacteria are capable of degrading the compounds 
of chromium or lead. 

Statistics show that thousands of industries dump 
their waste into the Creek. Political authorities 
took this pretext to support their argument that it 
was impossible to control all of the industries and 
that they feared that such controls would deter 
industrial development. Throughout our history, 
social and environmental interests are subordinate 
to economic ambitions resulting from the greed of 
economic and political power. At first, it was the 
colonists, currently it is business and political inter-
ests  in a framework of absolute impunity. 

SCALES OF ECOLOGY
If the natural environment is sick, this means that 
the society that inhabits it is sick as well. 
But how do we generate opportunity in a deterio-
rated landscape lacking the necessary conditions 
needed for the development of life? 

 “Ecological scales” sought to define a landscape 
project which positioned ecology as a potential 
generator of itself, considering the  relationship 
among the components of this landscape through 
various levels of intervention. 

This hypothesis aims to restore the environmental 
conditions of the landscape that are currently in 
total decline, generating ecological mechanisms 
of action to regulate the current human-environ-
ment relationship in which man is a predator. To 
achieve this, 2 rivers are proposed: an artificial river 
created by man, where contaminated water flows 
through different containers according to ecologi-
cal scales for treatment and purification, and the 
natural river where the treated water will circulate 
and where natural conditions will be reinforced for 
their  protection and maintenance. 

In accordance with the magnitude of environmen-
tal damage, the response will be reflected in the 
project through “the scales of ecology.” 

Ecological scales uses artificial and natural process-
es while working with the contaminated environ-
ment in order to achieve a healthy recovery. 

At the same time, the implementation of new 
sanitation facilities enables the generation of new 
spaces that will become urban landmarks and help 
transform this landscape from a symbol of death 
to a new area for the city’s reflection on “responsi-
bility and care for the natural environment”.  Only 
then can we change the history of this landscape 
and by extension our own history as well.
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I N T E R V I E W
ARNO SIGHART SCHMID  

Interviewed by 

ILSE WOLLANSKY

IW. You have been a longtime delegate to IFLA and 
have held various offices on the IFLA board, what 
changes have you noticed within the organization 
over the past years. In case there were none, what 
do you think is the cause of these stable condi-
tions?
 
AS. Years ago (I first was appointed delegate for 
the Bund Deutscher Landschaftsarchitekten – 
bdla, the German national association of landscape 
architects in 1979), IFLA was rather European-/ 
North American-centered, and an organization of 
fairly well established landscape architects that 
worked mainly in the traditional fields of park and 
garden design. Since then, a tremendous devel-
opment has taken place, both in scope of work of 
the practitioners that are members in the national 
organizations of IFLA, with landscape and environ-
mental planning playing an increasingly important 
role, and in the geographical distribution of IFLA 
members, with Asia and South America coming 
on very strong. Unfortunately, Africa is still lacking 
behind in this development.
 
IW. You have also held offices in other associations, 
is there a difference between IFLA and other orga-
nizations?
 
AS. Through the years, I had the opportunity to 
take on responsibilities in professional as well as 
cultural and service oriented organizations. I have 
found that the higher you get in the hierarchy of 
local – regional – national – international, the more 
difficult it gets to achieve a broad consensus in any 
matter, because the interests of the members and 
the status of their conditions from which they are 
working vary so greatly. It is also not so easy to 
demonstrate the importance of an organization at 
the higher levels, since the benefits of their work 
may not be immediately visible to the individual 
member.

IW. IFLA and EFLA have finally merged again, what 
do you think are the biggest challenges/opportuni-
ties in the years to come?
 
AS. On the global level, we have two major chal-
lenges for the profession: one is climate change, 
that together with the ongoing development of 
built-up areas threatens the intricately fine balance 
of our natural environments, including geomor-
phology (witness landslides, flooding, inundation, 
desertification) and biodiversity. Here, proper land-
scape planning and environmental evaluation and 
action is not only an opportunity, but an obligation 
to our profession. The other big challenges are the 
built-up areas of the world. As more and more peo-
ple live in cities, the quality of the built-up areas, 
whether industrial or residential, has a tremendous 
impact on the lives of millions of people. Again, I 
feel our profession has an obligation to make these 
living spaces worth living in.
  
IW. Under your presidency the resigned nations 
rejoined IFLA and a very delicate financial arrange-
ment came into place. Now with the crisis having 
hit some of the former resigned nations financial 
questions are on the table again. Do you see a way 
to handle the issue without having to face a déja 
vu?
 
AS.In all fields of human endeavor we see a devel-
opment towards “the global village”, which means 
all activities, be it science, industry, agriculture, 
development, education, culture, even the human 
work force, become more and more interrelated, 
intertwined. This means that the future course of 
development will be more and more influenced 
by negotiations and decisions at the international 
level. Under such circumstances it would be criti-
cal if we landscape architects gave up a strong and 
united international presence. As I already said, 
it may be difficult to convince national members 
of the benefits of an international voice for the 
profession, but I would hope that those responsible 
at the national level will be aware of the need to 
financially support the international federation in 
order to maintain our interests, but also to meet 
our obligations on the world level.   
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IW. In looking back do you feel IFLA is going in 
the right direction by becoming wider instead of 
deeper? Does the future maybe lie in an IFLA of 
“variable speed”?
 
AS. The concept of different speeds has been 
discussed in connection with various issues, for 
instance, whether a “core group” of four or five 
countries in Europe could or should go ahead with 
the political, legal and economic unification much 
faster than the rest of the European Union. One 
has to realize that such a process would put ad-
ditional strain on the unity of the whole, because 
those lacking behind would feel “left out”.
What I think is necessary is that  we proceed with 
establishing the profession in those places where 
it does not yet exist but certainly is needed (for 
instance in Africa, where we will be facing huge 
environmental problems, or in many countries on 
almost all continents that do not have professional 
representation as yet), which means “going wider”. 
Then, the next step will have to be to go “deeper”, 
meaning to improve the quality of professional 
practice, of professional formation and education, 
and of policies. 
 
IW. Finally I would like to ask you where you see 
the future of our profession and what would be 
your message to our young colleagues?
 
AS. I see a huge potential for our profession to 
make a contribution to nature preservation and to 
maintaining a viable natural environment, work-
ing for biodiversity, and for alleviating some of the 
worst consequences of the human impact on our 
landscapes. At the same time I see the obligation 
to work for a better future development, with few-
er, or if possible, no negative effects. I see our pro-
fession in a unique position to act as a key player in 
interdisciplinary teams, that will be better able to 
find solutions to existing or arising problems. And I 
see our profession as contributing to better human 
living conditions, making the built environment 
more sustainable, more friendly, more healthy, and 
above all, more beautiful.

To our young colleagues I say: Go out there and get 
involved.

 P R O J E C T
The Green Corridor Of  
Cerdanyola Del Vallés, 
Barcelona Province

Anna Zahonero Xifre. Biologist and 
Landscape Architect

INTRODUCTION
This paper exemplifies the reflection of a social 
and scientific paradigm shift that evaluates and 
resolves development conditions from an envi-
ronmentally compatible point of view, by means 
of a project recently developed in Barcelona. The 
area of the project, located in one of the most 
controversial areas of the Catalonian territory, 
forms part of one of the few remaining ecological 
corridors connecting two of the most important 
natural parks in the province of Barcelona. The 
area is characterized by the presence of diverse 
mining activities, garbage dumps, highways and 
uncontrolled wastewater produced by surround-
ing industries. This ecological disaster is in need 
of urgent remediation in order to safeguard the 
unique and rare opportunity to maintain a certain 
degree of ecological balance in this severely urban-
ized territory.

BACKGROUND
Cerdanyola del Vallès directional centre is a 340 ha 
urban development set in a territory to the west of 
the Cerdanyola’s center. It is further bordered by 
the AP-7 motorway to the north, the Riera de Sant 
Cugat stream to the south, and the Torrent de Can 
Fatjó seasonal watercourse and municipal district 
of Sant Cugat to the west. An  attempt has been 
made to integrate this urban development with its 
mix of residential, commercial and production
activities and services (such as the emblematic 
synchrotron light facility), into the territory. The 
new Partial Plan outlines a free space of 142 ha, 
with an average width of 1000 meters, set aside to 
form an ecological corridor at the regional scale, 
connecting the Collserola hills with the massif 
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of Sant Llorenç del Munt, thereby interrelating 
ecologically diverse spaces. This will promote and 
continue the Vallès green corridor. A portion of the 
central connector between Sant Llorenç del Munt i 

l’Obac and Collserola, takes the form of a series of 
corrective measures to guarantee the effectiveness 
of this connector and its permeability which has 
been affected by the large amount of infrastruc-
ture crossing its territory. The Basic Works Study 
for the Partial Plan envisions 10 structures (wild-
life crossing, viaducts, cut-and-cover tunnels and 
drainage) with an estimated total investment of 17 
million euros in the ecological-landscape corridor, 
among other interventions needed to meet this 
aim.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AREA
The green corridor reflects the Vallès landscape, 
tracts of dry-farming land with wooded spaces 
(scrub and riverine woodland in a rather poor state 
of conservation).

The croplands are one of the habitats that require 
the greatest protection from an ecological stand-
point. When these open fields are of a suitable size, 
they provide spaces for the reproduction of spe-
cialist bird species and should be managed appro-
priately for their important role as a food source 
for fauna of interest. Set-aside land and hedges 
are particularly important as they provide suitable 
plant communities where fauna, particularly small 
mammals and birds, find shelter and food.

The other interesting natural elements here are 
the two watercourses crossing the site from north 
to south, draining into the Riera de Sant Cugat on 
the southern edge of this area, which comprises 
the land around the stream. The stream banks  of 
the watercourses have a surface area of 13.3 ha 
(9.4% of the corridor’s surface area).

Nevertheless, the main characteristic of this sector 
is caused by the multiple activities that have been 
carried out historically, giving rise to the presence 
of damaged areas that require an urgent interven-
tion:

- Aggregate mining spaces, with an artificial topog-
raphy that stands out in this setting, also requiring 
soil restoration. This sector forms approximately 
6.5 ha, or 4.5% of the corridor’s surface area. One 
of these spaces is to be restored in the form of a
controlled waste dump for nonhazardous waste 
with a maximum content of 15% organic matter. 
The prediction is that the dump will be filled in by 
2010, prior to closure and landscape integration 
work.

- Asphalt production plant, currently in disuse, 
which is to be removed from the site and the 
necessary decontamination processes undertaken. 
The plant covers 3.2 ha, 2.3% of the corridor’s sur-
face area.

- A space diagnosed with the presence of various 
inert residues which has a surface area of approxi-
mately 2.5 ha, 1.7 % of the corridor’s surface area.

- Industrial facilities to be demolished.

- Areas affected by the cross section of the former 
layout of the BP-1413 road, currently being wid-
ened due to the passing of  new high speed trains 
and by one of the most important national high-
ways (AP7).

Another important aspect to be considered is the 
presence of numerous services, some existing 
(overhead electrical cables, oil and gas pipelines) 
and others planned (overhead and underground 
electrical cables, water conduits, cisterns and
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wastewater collection systems), that cross this 
open space and their attendant easements.

THE COMPETITION
Its obvious that corrective measures should be 
analyzed and applied to prevent all of these land-
scape and ecological wounds from affecting the 
ecological and landscape function of the space. In 
order to do so, in 2009, the Cerdanyola del Vallès
directional centre announced an international 
competition by restricted procedure for the con-
tracting of services to draw up a project and super-
vise work on this ecological corridor.

THE WINNING PROPOSAL
The winning team represented by the biologist 
Anna Zahonero Xifré, proposes the configura-
tion of the corridor as an agriforest mosaic whose 
structure is provided by the two streams which, 
along with the Sant Cugat river form the heart of 
the corridor’s ecological functions, and by two 
landscapes re-created as morphological and envi-
ronmental interpretations of the dual geography
of the Vallés region: the undulating areas of unir-
rigated land and the shade at the bottom of the 
ravines.

The project is conceived as a reflection of the social 
and scientific paradigm shift, of a new ethical 
position that evaluates and resolves development 
conditions from an environmentally compatibility 
point of view. For this reason, it has established 
as a priority the improvement of habitat and the 
restoration of connectivity that will result from a 
radical change in the relationship of  infrastructure 
with its physical environment, in order to encour-
age greater movement of fauna through concep-
tual and technical landscape innovation. The final 
aim of the proposal is to construct an ecologically 
and socially efficient space, morphologically
integrated into the existing landscape pattern, and 
requiring a minimal cost of management.

The design process regularly shifted between mi-
cro and macro views of the landscape, this allowed 
the research process to uncover hidden traces 
of both human and natural intervention. Such a 
multi-scale approach enabled elements identified 
at one scale to be understood within the broader 
context of the region. Multi-scale observations 
identified numerous active and historical elements; 
waterways, topographically distinct conditions and 
agricultural traces, which together form a complex 
network of paths and flows currently concealed by 
the highways, the heavy industry and the mining 
activity that dominate the contemporary view of 
this landscape. Through an understanding of these 
existing macro networks, micro landscape ele-
ments are reinterpreted in a manner which reflects 
specifically upon the unique characteristics of the 
place:

The project valorizes the streams as the main con-
nectivity axes; the management of the water, or 
rather of the ground moisture becomes the basis 
for the construction of new habitat (semi-perma-
nent water spaces). The substitution of the practi-
cally mono-specific habitat that partially covers the 
streams allow the creation of a new section. New
topography is established to support the develop-
ment of vegetation. The solution takes the form 
of modules corresponding to the topoclimate and 
edaphical conditions.
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The central mosaic of un-irrigated land is pre-
served as part of the environmental identity and 
the visual, social and productive value that resists 
the constant changes of the land. The project pro-
poses a future plan of ecological management of 
agriculture that will contribute to global environ-
mental improvement.

Two sectors differentiated by their intensity of use 
are proposed: a space where the ecological func-
tions are prioritized and a space where the project 
allows certain infrastructure for public use. With 
this distribution of intensities the role of the Tor-
rent of Can Fatjó as the principal axis of connectiv-
ity is reinforced indirectly. Complimentarily, forest 
structures that cross the sector are generated and 
guide the flow of fauna towards the area of central 
connection.

The landscape available for public use is located 
on the recuperated areas degraded by extractive 
activities, now restored to agricultural land alter-
nating with natural prairies on new topographic 
formations constructed by following the basic 
parameters of altitude and slope that define the 
topography of the local landscape. Public use is 
supported by a hierarchical system of pathways, 
reclaiming the historical pathways that avoid the 
fragile zones with ecological value. One of the 
most significant features of the proposal is the 
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multiplication of ecotones by reinforcing the vegetated margins and the planting of vegetal communities 
in different phases of ecological succession, in a process directed toward increasing the perimeter of con-
tact between the various habitats. Furthermore, the project proposes a modification of the proportion of 
agricultural land to forest, avoiding the introduction of increased levels of fragmentation with agricultural 
parcels. 

The Landscape Perfor-
mance Series: 
Making the Case for Sustainable 
Landscape Solutions

Most people now know about “building perfor-
mance”, but few outside the profession fully ap-
preciate “landscape performance” and the contri-
bution landscape solutions make to sustainability. 
Unfortunately this means that decision-makers 
who are impacting policies, programs, invest-
ments, development and every-day choices that 
affect sustainability, are not considering landscape 
solutions when taking action to “be green”.

To address this gap in the marketplace, the Land-
scape Architecture Foundation (LAF) has launched 
its new Landscape Performance Series. The Land-
scape Performance Series (LPS) is an online inter-
active set of resources to show the value of land-
scape solutions and to provide tools for designers, 
agencies and advocates to quantify benefits and 
make the case for sustainable landscapes.

The LPS provides a forum to showcase innovative 
projects, publicize the latest research, and share 

tools and methods to quantify landscape benefits. 
We know that innovative projects and research 
are being developed around the world and invite 
you to submit your good work so that others can 
learn from the widest range of scales, locations, 
and landscape typologies possible. By building 
and diversifying the LPS resources, we can assist 
sustainability implementers around the world in 
understanding and communicating the value of 
sustainable landscape solutions.

THE LANDSCAPE PERFORMANCE SERIES
The LPS focuses on the quantifiable benefits of 
performing landscapes. It is not a rating system, 
but rather an online hub that brings together in-
formation and innovations from research, profes-
sional practice and student work in the form of:
• Case Study Briefs
• Benefits Toolkit
• Factoid Library
• Scholarly Works

The LPS can be searched across these components 
by landscape performance benefit. Categories 
include stormwater management, habitat cre-
ation, water conservation, carbon sequestration, 
O&M savings, and public health benefits. Each of 
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the components provides a space for online com-
menting, which allows users to share experiences 
and build the body of knowledge related to a given 
project, research study, or tool.

CASE STUDY BRIEFS
This database of built projects with quantified 
landscape benefits includes a range of scales, geo-
graphic locations and landscape typologies. The 
LPS offers several ways to search the database, 
including by benefit, project type, and/or location. 
Each case study includes a variety of environmen-
tal, economic, and/or social benefits along with a 
methodology document explaining how various 
landscape performance benefits were determined. 
The briefs also include before/after images, a list of 
sustainable features, cost comparisons of tradi-
tional versus sustainable landscapes, and lessons 
learned. Users can help expand the information 
for each project by adding comments and project 
images. Case studies are submitted by designers 
or other project stakeholders using an online form, 
and undergo a review and editing process before 
being added to the database. 

BENEFITS TOOLKIT
The LPS Benefits Toolkit is a searchable collec-
tion of online tools and calculators to estimate 
landscape performance. Tools range from simple 
calculators with nationwide applicability to geo-
graphically-specific worksheets used by regula-
tory agencies. The tools can be used to estimate 
specific landscape benefits for completed projects 
when actual measurements are not available, or 
they can be used in the design phase to compare 
projected benefits among various options. Many 
tools also allow the user to compare life-cycle costs 
for conventional and sustainable design features.
 

FACTOID LIBRARY
The LPS Factoid 
Library is a search-
able collection of 
short summaries of 
landscape benefits 
derived from pub-
lished research. The 
factoids showcase 
landscape’s multiple 
and sometimes sur-
prising environmen-
tal, public health, 
economic and social 
benefits and help 
make the case for 

sustainable landscape solutions with clients, com-
munities, or policymakers. Each factoid includes a 
citation and links to the full published article when 
available.

SCHOLARLY WORKS
The LPS Scholarly Works are a searchable collec-
tion of original student research related to land-
scape performance. Topics of these top student 
theses and dissertations include research on the 
benefits of landscape, post occupancy evaluations, 
analyses of monitoring data, and applications of 
existing research for existing or proposed projects.

LOOKING AHEAD
Now that the powerful online infrastructure is in 
place, the vision for the Landscape Performance 
Series is to grow the resources to include hun-
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dreds of case studies, factoids, tools, and scholarly 
works. We also want to increase participation so 
that the LPS becomes a hub for dialogue on sus-
tainable landscape solutions. To do this, your input 
and participation is critical, not only to expand the 
resources available in the Landscape Performance 
Series, but over time to increase our collective 
knowledge and capacity to achieve sustainability.  
So submit a case study now and forward us your 
tools, factoids, and published works related to 
landscape performance!  We look forward to learn-
ing from all that you are doing around the world.

See the Landscape Performance Series at:
 www.lafoundation.org/lps 
Comments, questions, and suggestions can be 
directed to: lps@lafoundation.org

The Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF) is 
a non-governmental, not-for-profit organization 
based in Washington, DC. LAF was founded in 
1966 with the mission to preserve, improve, and 
enhance the environment by increasing the capac-
ity of landscape architects to solve the environ-
mental crisis.

Notes from the European Region 
of IFLA, EFLA:

Nigel Thorne .  
IFLA Vice-President European Region

2010 sees the tenth anniversary of the introduc-
tion of the European Landscape Convention (ELC); 
probably the most important piece of work to 
emanate from the Council of Europe in relation to 
the profession of landscape architecture. There are 
a number of conferences and seminars happening 
within a wide range of EFLA member associations 
celebrating this anniversary. Additionally, EFLA has 
been carrying out its own survey to help determine 
just how effective, or otherwise, this particular 
convention has been. The reason for the impor-
tance of this landscape architecture convention  
is that for the very first time the documentation 
refers to all landscapes and not just those of par-
ticular importance or high quality. The EFLA survey 
attempts to discover just how effective the ELC has 

been in those countries where it has been signed, 
ratified and enforced but also takes the question-
ing a little further by asking what influence the 
particular professional body might have had, if any, 
at each of these various stages. Where the ELC 
has not yet been introduced the survey questions 
why this might be and asks what influence may be 
brought to bear in order to change this. EFLA will 
be represented at the forthcoming conference in 
Florence, Italy (19th and 20th October 2010 –
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/heritage/
Landscape/Celebration10anniversaryflorence_
en.asp) celebrating the tenth anniversary. At the 
end of November (26-28th) EFLA will be holding 
its own short seminar on the ELC during its annual 
General Assembly in Brussels and everyone should 
look out for further details and information on the 
IFLA/EFLA website – everyone is warmly wel-
comed to come along and participate.

From the start of the year there have been a num-
ber of very successful events in a variety of differ-
ent European countries. With our Secretary Gener-
al, Marina Cervera, having recently given birth to a 
beautiful baby daughter (Aurea on the 4th January 
2010), she was unable to travel to our usual venue 
of Brussels for the EFLA Executive Committee 
meeting. Thus, we travelled to Barcelona for an 
exceptionally focused and efficient meeting to get 
the year off to a flying start.

There have been a number of collaborative meet-
ings with ISOCARP, ECTP and other sister organi-
zations in our new offices in Brussels and we hope 
these will continue to best effect for everyone 
involved for the foreseeable future. In the middle 
of March, ALACIS held a most spectacular event 
in a very cold, snow-bound Moscow relating to 
‘landscape in the urban environment’ with speak-
ers from across Europe, Russia and the USA. This 
was followed at the end of April by the first round 
of judging in the Rosa Barba awards, again in 
Barcelona, Spain, which produced some excellent 
landscape projects for the final presentations. The 
IFLA World Council and Congress took place in the 
garden city of Suzhou at the end of May and hearty 
congratulations must go to Professor Liu Xiaoming 
and his colleagues for their exhaustive efforts in 
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organizing a wonderful event. It was a tremendous 
privilege to be invited to speak at the inaugural 
landscape architectural event in Krakow, Poland, 
organized by the Polish Landscape Architectural 
Association, who obtained full membership of 
EFLA at last year’s General Assembly in Brussels. 
Again the event welcomed eminent speakers from 
around the world with some very exciting topics 
and a wide range of additional activities for every-
one involved – thanks and congratulations should 
go to everyone who participated.

As I write I am sitting in a hotel room once again in 
Barcelona for the final of the Rosa Barba prize. This 
will be a sell-out event with a wide range of excit-
ing submissions and presentations on display again 
from across Europe – I cannot wait to see who will 
be this year’s winner, and of course, the year is not 
yet over. I have already mentioned the opportuni-
ties in Florence and Brussels relating to the ELC but 
there is also the immensely exciting prospect of 
the Beirut symposium which will attempt to bring 
together a much needed regional presence for the 
Middle east countries and also a conference in Lis-
bon at the beginning of November (organized by 
APAP) in relation to ‘Landscape and Territory’. Well 
done to everyone who has put so much hard work 
into making 2010 yet another successful landscape 
architectural year.

EFLA European Foundation For Landscape 
Architecture. The European Region Of IFLA
Foundation Europeenne Pour L’architecture Du Paysage La 
Region Europeenne De L’ifla
Avenue D’auderghem 63, 4th Floor, 1040 Etterbeek, Brux-
elles, Belgium

Report of the IFLA 
Asia Pacific Region

Alan Titchener
IFLA Vice-President Asia/Pacific Region

ASIA PACIFIC REGION CONGRESS BANGKOK 
17 – 21 JANUARY, 2011
Preparations continue for the region’s regional 
congress to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, orga-
nized by the Thai Association of Landscape Archi-
tects (TALA).

The congress begins with a two-day student 
charette which will be held on the 17th and 18th of 
January. The congress proper begins on the 19th 
of January and concludes with a day long technical 
excursion on the 21st of January.

The APR Awards winners will be announced at the 
congress as will the winners of the APR Student 
Design Competition. 

FIRST INDONESIAN NATIONAL LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS WORKSHOP
The first Indonesian National Landscape Archi-
tecture Students Workshop was held from the 4th  
to the 7th of October, 2010 at Bogor Agricultural 
University. 

The workshop was attended by senior members 
of the landscape architecture profession including 
the Indonesian Society of Landscape Architects 
President Triyoga Heksanto Hengki, ISLA’s IFLA 
Delegate Soehartini Sekartjakrarini, and former 
IFLA Delegates Dr. Jusna Amin and Dr. Siti Nuri-
syah (who is also the Head of the Department of 
Landscape Architecture at Bogor AU). 

The keynote speech was delivered by IFLA Vice 
President for APR, Alan Titchener, who attended a 
portion of the first day of the workshop.

About 40 students attended the workshop, drawn 
from courses throughout Indonesia. Three land-
scape architecture students from Malaysia also 
attended, as well as a number of architecture 
students.

The workshop was an initiative on the part of the 
students themselves and marks a positive new 
development for the profession in Indonesia.

APR LANDSCAPE EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM 
MARCH 31 – APRIL 2, 2011
Preparations are also continuing for the Landscape 
Education Symposium to be held in Putrajaya and 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in March / April 2011. 
IFLA Vice President Alan Titchener met with mem-
bers of the organizing committee in Kuala Lumpur 
and was well satisfied with the preparations to 
date. 



IFLA Newsletter Issue 89 October 2010

23

The symposium is strongly focused on issues 
relating to landscape architecture education in the 
region including: landscape architecture program 
delivery; landscape course accreditation processes 
and procedures; and continuing professional devel-
opment programs.

Invitations to attend the symposium will be sent 
shortly to landscape architecture course provid-
ers in the region, whose attendance will be vital to 
ensure the success of the symposium. 

Attendance by leaders and members of course 
accreditation panels of member associations in the 
region would also be highly beneficial.

PROPOSED WORLD LANDSCAPE ART 
EXPOSITION, CHINA
IFLA Vice President Alan Titchener also attended 
the annual congress of the International Associa-
tion of Horticultural Producers (AIPH) in Suncheon, 
Korea in early October to discuss IFLA’s potential 
involvement in a World Landscape Art Exposition 
which has been proposed for China in 2013.

Discussions with interested parties are on-going, 
but if they are concluded successfully there will 
be an opportunity for the involvement of selected 
IFLA landscape architects in the design of signifi-
cant parts of the Expo site.

The project is breaking new ground for IFLA but 
has the potential to provide an excellent opportu-
nity for landscape architects to demonstrate their 
skills on a world stage. For the moment it is a case 
of “watch this space”.     

IFLA Regional Conference Of 
The Americas – Chile 2010 
Landscape Architecture and 
Geography

By Paula Villagra Islas – Chilean Institute of Land-
scape Architects (ICHAP)
Chilean Delegate

After two years   of arduous coordination, the 
Regional Conference of the Americas was held 
in Santiago, Chile, in early September, 2010. The 
conference was attended by nearly 300 people, 
among which were representatives from Argen-
tina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, France, Germany, Mexico, Peru, Spain, United 
States, Uruguay and Venezuela.

The conference framework was “Landscape Ar-
chitecture and Geography” and opened with a 
welcome from the president of the Chilean Insti-
tute of Landscape Architects (ICHAP) Carla Rut-
timann. Afterwards, Desiree Martinez, president 
of IFLA welcomed us with  warm and inspirational 
words which stayed with us the entire week. We 
met in formal and informal settings, with national 
and international speakers; had discussions in 
a multidisciplinary context; walked through the 
city of Santiago flanked by the Andes mountain 
range; enjoyed the fresh sunshine and experienced 
the spring rain; tasted Chilean wine and tradi-
tional food in the Chilean countryside; and toured 
through cultural landscapes, some of which were 
affected by the earthquake of February 27.

Casa Blanca Bicentennial Park
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In a series of pre-conference workshops we dis-
cussed current progress and elaborated on next 
steps with respect  to cultural landscapes, land-
scape education, the global landscape convention 
and natural resources. These workshops, coordi-
nated by experts in each field, were an opportunity 
to advance on the development of landscape archi-
tecture’s regional issues, to invite new members 
to join IFLA and to motivate existing ones. These 
workshops were attended by many students who 
contributed on more than one occasion with their 
vital energy and passion. The Regional Council 
meeting was also a central activity. With a recently 
elected regional EXCO, presided by Carlos Janqui-
levich, we discussed  the next steps to be taken in 
order to strengthen us as a region.

During the conference it was clear that, similar to 
many countries in the Americas Region, landscape 
architecture in Chile is in the process of growth 
and recognition. Nonetheless, local key speakers 
showed encouraging examples of how landscape 
architecture is being developed and incorporated 
into the planning and design of the national ter-
ritory. Pablo Allard, responsible for the recon-
struction process after the earthquake in Chile 
explained how cultural landscapes in particular, 
are being studied and are being included in the 
reconstruction of entire settlements. On the other 
hand, Martin Andrade, from the My Park Founda-
tion, presented tangible and concrete examples of 
how, we can create enduring and unbreakable ties 
between people and nature through community 
involvement in landscape conception and 
development.

The importance of considering  ecology in the 
design of landscape projects was discussed from 
the perspective of practice and academia. From 
Colombia, Diana Wiesner emphasized the impor-
tance of including the spirit of place in our projects. 
Diana explained the benefits of integrating regen-
erative design as well as a set of public facilities 
into ecological planning in order to strengthen 
social networks throughout. Catherine Mosbach, 
from France, surprised us with a new dimension 
in urban landscape design. Catherine reminded 
us that it is not enough to design within the visual 
boundaries; on the contrary, we must go beyond 
the borders and design with change; for example, 
through landscape design we can reinterpret and 
reveal the properties of the substrate, and shed 
light on how this influences the structure of the 
landscapes we see. 

Speakers from Germany and Chile reflected on 
landscape design from utilitarian and cultural per-
spectives. Tilman Latz and Teodoro Fernandez re-
spectively, elaborated on how to humanize the in-
frastructure of public space through urban design, 
and on how to recover the identity of public spaces 
through landscape design based on the outcomes 
of a longitudinal historical analysis. Likewise, a 
large number of other speakers, including keynote 
speakers and those from parallel sessions, stressed 
the importance of acquiring a multidisciplinary 
approach to research and design. Special empha-
sis was placed on including and linking aspects of 
nature, culture and societal needs, in an integrated 
system. If we want to protect and conserve our 
landscape, we, as landscape architects, should 
learn to see and design with the critical threads 
that bind such a system. 

Terreno Champa

Representatives from all over the world attended the Conference
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Nearly a month after the conference ended, we 
were still receiving warm congratulations from 
many participants. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to give a big and thanks to all of you as well, 
especially for your active participation and enthu-
siasm. It is true that the energy used to organize 
this conference was immeasurable; however, the 
benefit and feedback solicited for the profession as 
well as the opportunities for dissemination of the 
discipline of landscape architecture are invaluable. 
In the context of the Americas region, the confer-
ence was an opportunity to upgrade information, 
increase integration and explore regional themes. 
In Chile, the conference opened up an unprec-
edented dialogue between ICHAP-IFLA, govern-
ment organizations, educational institutions and 
students. For myself personally, the conference 
was a long-awaited event, a new opportunity to 
meet with old friends and a chance to make new 
ones. 

It was a pleasure to have all of you visiting Chile. 
Congratulations for transforming this conference 
into an opportunity to build fond memories and 
steady steps upon which we can continue work-
ing and contributing to the discipline of landscape 
architecture.

Santiago, Chile, 2010.

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
JOIN IN! SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT FOR THE 
IFLA WORLD CONGRESS 2011 ZURICH, 
SWITZERLAND, JUNE 27–29 2011

FROM URBAN LANDSCAPES TO ALPINE GARDENS
The World Congress of Landscape Architecture

The IFLA World Congress is an international profes-
sional congress to be held in Zurich that is expect-
ed to be attended by more than 700 professionals 
and students from the fields of landscape architec-
ture, landscape planning, research and associated 
professions from throughout the world to discuss 
current topics, exchange experiences and establish 

contacts. During the three days of the Congress, 
keynote lectures will take place in the morning and 
in depth sessions in the afternoon.

With this “Call”, we invite you to submit an ab-
stract of a paper presentation as a proposal of your 
own contribution to the conference. The accepted 
papers will be presented and discussed in “paral-
lel sessions” as well as published in the Congress’ 
Proceedings.

Please submit the abstract of your paper by No-
vember 30th 2010 via our website: www.ifla2011.
com.

THE CONGRESS TOPIC
“Scales of Nature – From Urban Landscapes to 
Alpine Gardens”

Based on our understanding today, landscapes are 
characterized by the multifaceted interaction of 
different layers. On the one hand ancient, natural 
landscapes are coming under pressure. Due to our 
changing recreational and leisure needs, they are 
being reshaped, usurped and converted in either 
a subtle or even volatile transformation process. 
On the other hand, artificial areas of nature are 
being created by humans in urban environments, 
permeated by different topologies, criteria and 
gradations. Bearing the name “Scales of Nature”, 
the 48th IFLA World Congress in Zurich is devoted 
to the fluctuating range of topics between artificial 
and grown nature and to the sustainable develop-
ment of the landscape for a more enhanced quality 
of life.

While the first day is all about urban landscapes, 
the second day of the Congress deals with the peri-
urban phenomenon in urban agglomerations and 
the third day concerns specific issues relating to 
rural land and its changes.

AIM OF THE CONGRESS
At the forefront will be the debate on the gen-
eral concept of landscape, which will encompass 
all facets of the environment and the interaction 
between man, nature and landscape. In particu-
lar, the organizers will strive to have an inspiring 
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exchange between landscape architects working in 
research, planning and design.

TARGET AUDIENCE
All practicing landscape architects, students and 
people working in landscape architecture, land-
scape development, land-use planning, urban 
planning, architecture, construction, forestry and 
agricultural engineering, land art, ministries and 
offices for the environment and urban develop-
ment, department for parks, gardens and open 
spaces, the media and interested members of the 
public.

CONGRESS LANGUAGE
The official language of the conference is English. 
No simultaneous interpreting will be offered.

Proposals Of Own Contributions To The Congress
1.Content requirements
Within the three central topics (urban, peri-urban 
and rural), 16 parallel sessions (you can find the 
description of the sessions at www.ifla2011.com) 
will take place on the following subject areas:

spatial design
interaction, collaboration, participation
sustainable development
management and planning
culture and identity

Your paper must focus on one or more of these 
five subject areas and must show a reference to 
the central topics. Of course, comparative papers 
are also possible. A special parallel session will be 
dedicated for that each day.

2. Submission of the abstracts
Please submit the abstract of the paper to be 
presented (research, case study, design presenta-
tion or other) in electronic format (maximum 3,000 
characters, including spaces), including all pictures 
and graphics via our website www.ifla2011.com by 
November 30th 2010.

In the online form, please select the session which 
your abstract is the most relevant to so that we can 
undertake the most meaningful assignment of the 
papers to the sessions.

•
•
•
•
•

3. Evaluation of the abstracts and decision regard-
ing the acceptance of the papers
Your abstract will be reviewed anonymously by 
two independent specialists. Based on their assess-
ment and in view of a well-balanced conference 
program, the program commission will then de-
cide whether your paper can be accepted and the 
corresponding presentation can be included in the 
program. You will be notified about the decision 
regarding the acceptance or rejection via email by 
no later than the middle of February 2011.

4. Inclusion in the Congress’ Proceedings
Before the papers are included in the Congress’ 
Proceedings, the abstracts of the accepted papers 
must be revised by the authors on the basis of the 
reviewers’ comments. However, an abstract will be 
published only if at least one of the authors of the 
abstract has registered for the Congress and has 
paid the attendance fees.

5. Oral presentation in a parallel session
The duration of the presentation of the paper will 
be 15 minutes (plus 5 minutes of discussion time). 
For that, you will be provided with a laptop with a 
video projector and the necessary software, i.e. the 
2007 version of Microsoft PowerPoint.

6. Presentation in the form of posters
If the number of the submitted abstracts that 
would merit to be accepted as presentations at 
the conference exceeds the maximum number of 
contributions that can be included into the parallel 
sessions, the organizers reserve the right to accept 
submitted paper abstracts in the form of poster 
contributions.

DEADLINES
1. November 30th 2010
Deadline for the submission of the abstracts

2. Middle of February 2011
Feedback of the program commission on the 
submitted abstracts (either acceptance as oral or 
poster presentation or rejection) and information 
about the further course of action (revision of the 
abstracts of accepted presentations)

3. Middle of March 2011
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DEADLINE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF THE 
REVISED ABSTRACTS
4. June 27–29 2011
Oral presentation within the parallel sessions or in 
the form of posters

CONTACT
Address:
IFLA World Congress 2011
c/o Stadt Zürich
Grün Stadt Zürich
Beatenplatz 2
CH-8001 Zurich
Switzerland
Phone: +41 (0)44 412 24 87
Fax: +41 (0)44 212 09 38
E-mail: info@ifla2011.com

CONTACT PERSON:
Mr. Hayal Oezkan
Further information
For further information on the Congress, the sup-
porting program, accommodations, sponsorship, 
organization committee, program commission, 
etc. as well as on registering for the Congress, 
please visit www.ifla2011.com.

IFLA SIR GEOFFREY JELLICOE 
AWARD 2011

NOMINATIONS DUE NOVEMBER 10, 2010
The International Federation of Landscape 
Architects (IFLA), which represents the worldwide 
profession of landscape architecture, is soliciting 
nominations for its Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe Award.
The IFLA Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe Award is the highest 
honor that the International Federation of Land-
scape Architects can bestow upon a landscape 
architect. The Award recognizes a living landscape 
architect whose lifetime achievements and contri-
butions have had a unique and lasting impact on 
the welfare of society and the environment and 
on the promotion of the profession of landscape 
architecture. The award is bestowed annually on 
an academic, public or private practitioner whose 
work and achievements are respected internation-
ally. Candidates may be nominated by IFLA Mem-

ber Associations, delegates, individual members 
and allied organizations, as well as independent 
sources.

The award recipient will be identified through a 
nomination and jury selection process.
The Award recipient will be notified by the IFLA 
President and invited to attend the IFLA World 
Congress, where the winner will be announced, the 
Award will be presented, and the winner will make 
a presentation of his/her work at a suitable func-
tion in conjunction with the Congress. The 2011 
IFLA World Congress will be in Zurich, Switzerland 
from June 27-29.

IFLA Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe Award was launched 
2004 on a quadrennial basis. Its inaugural recipi-
ent was Peter Walker (USA) in 2005. In 2009 Prof. 
Bernard Lassus (France) was granted the Award.
Nominations for the 2011 IFLA Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe 
Award must be submitted by November 10, 2010. 
Refer to the IFLA website (http://www.iflaonline.
org/) for the complete Call for Nominations and 
submission requirements.

Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe (1910 – 1996), IFLA President 
of Honour, served IFLA as founding President 
from 1948-1954. He was a trained architect, town 
planner, landscape architect and garden designer, 
but his prime interest was in landscape and garden 
design. Jellicoe was a founding member (1929) and 
then President of the British Institute of Landscape 
Architects (the ILA - now the LI) and was knighted 
for services to landscape architecture in 1979. In 
1994, he was given the Royal Horticultural Soci-
ety’s highest award, the Victoria Medal of Honour.

For further information please contact:
Christine Bavassa

IFLA Executive and Communication Secretary
admin@iflaonline.org
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B O O K   R E V I E W
AUTHENTIC ECOLODGES BY 
HITESH MEHTA

Discover The Soul Of Authentic Ecolodges
Reviewed by Akiko Iwata, Landscape Architect, Planner 
and Writer . ASLA

“Authentic Ecolodges”, the first ever chai-table 
book on Ecotourism Planning and Ecolodge De-
sign, allows our eyes to discover the soul of the 
world we are living in today with a stunning collec-
tion of photography from thirty-six of the world’s
most authentic ecolodges, accompanied by beauti-
fully illustrated site plans, architectural renderings, 
and comprehensive texts of substance written 
by the author and photographer Hitesh Mehta, 

FASLA. Hitesh is a landscape architect, architect 
and pioneer in the field of ecotourism planning, 
ecolodge design , and sustainable architecture. He 
is also the longest serving board member of The
International Ecotourism Society.

This book shares Hitesh’s comprehensive knowl-
edge in a user-friendly manner. He personally mea-
sured on-site, over 70% of the ecolodges and then
professional illustrator and Landscape Architect, 
Matt Lewis scaled and rendered the site plans. This 
is the first book ever done in the hospitality indus-
try where every property has a detailed, highly 
informative, easy to read site plan. It is a great 
reference guide for not only landscape architecture 
and planning professionals who are interested in 
tourism facilities, sustainable architecture, plan-
ning in fragile ecosystems, and the health and 
well-being of our planet, but also travelers who are 
not familiar with this field but like to travel to ex-
otic locations and make a difference in the environ-
ments they visit. 

After ten years of research in this field, Hitesh de-
veloped the following definition of an “Ecolodge” 
- An ecolodge is a guest accommodation that is
harmoniously set in its natural and cultural sur-
roundings and offers lodging and memorable 
learning experiences in remote parts of the world 
while protecting the environment and benefiting 
the local community. Hitesh spent the last thirty 
months traveling forty-six countries and six con-
tinents to research and identify some of the most 
authentic ecolodges in the world. His journey 
around the planet spans from a remote village in 
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Mongolia, to the backwaters of India to the forest 
canopy of Brazil representing some of the most
exquisite and forward-thinking, ecolodges around 
today.

Hitesh’s viewpoint on ecolodges is unique and 
reveals the definition of true sustainable planning 
and design philosophy. Organized into twelve 
themes, each lodge is rated in adherence to a strict 
set of criteria, specially developed for this book by 
Hitesh. It is the ultimate word on what makes an 
ecolodge truly authentic. Authentic Ecolodges also 
includes a special section that highlights eight of 
the world’s most extraordinary up-coming lodges 
- a preview to the near future of ecotourism. The 
insightful foreword to the book is written by Costas
Christ, who is the Global Editor of National Geo-
graphic Traveler magazine.

With more than 300 color photographs, detailed 
illustrations of the lodges and their surrounding 
terrain, Authentic Ecolodges brings to your office 
or home, on the ground experiences of some of the 
best ecolodges in the world. The book celebrates 
the visionary design and operations of every 
ecolodge and I highly recommend it for your draw-
ing board AND your chai table!

HITESH MEHTA. BIO
Mr. Mehta is one of 
the world’s leading 
authorities, practitio-
ners and researchers 
on sustainable tourism 
and ecotourism physi-
cal planning and both 
the landscape architec-
tural and architectural 
aspects of ecolodges. 

He was recently elected as a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Society of Landscape Architects, the greatest 
recognition for a landscape architect in the United 
States. He is a devoted member of the IFLA Africa 
Committee and helping organize the IFLA Kenya 
2011 conference. He has been Interviewed / fea-
tured / mentioned in over 85 international maga-
zines / newspapers / books.

From 1997-2006, Mr. Mehta was a Vice-President 
and Head of the Ecotourism and Environmental
Planning Market Sector at EDSA, (Florida) the 
world’s largest Landscape Architecture and Plan-
ning Firm. In January 2007, Mr. Mehta re-started 
his firm HM Design which began in Kenya in 1991 
and is currently working on environmentally and 
socially friendly projects in Costa Rica, Namibia, In-
donesia, Kenya, Panama, China and Dominica. He 
also has vast experience in Protected Area Physi-
cal Planning and has worked on Sustainable Tour-
ism Plans for National Parks that protect the last 
remaining endangered species such as Mountain 
Gorillas in Rwanda and DR Congo; Chimpanzees in 
Uganda and Rwanda; Giant Pandas in China; West-
ern Lowland Gorillas in Gabon, Tigers in India and 
Black Rhinos in Kenya.

He is the main editor of the International Ecolodge 
Guidelines and the author of the chapters on “Site
Planning” and “Architectural Design”. Mr. Mehta 
regularly conducts research on international trends 
in Ecolodges. He sits on the Advisory Boards of The 
International Ecotourism Society, Adventure Coun-
cil and “Dances for the Earth and all her Peoples” 
– IUCN and is one of the founding members of Eco-
tourism Kenya. Mr. Mehta is the International Advi-
sor for the Japan Ecolodge Association Mr. Mehta 
is/was a judge and on-site inspector for the Tour-
ism for Tomorrow (WTTC), World Legacy Awards 
for Heritage Tourism and Ecotourism (National 
Geographic/Conservation International), Ecotour-
ism Awards (Conde Nast Traveler) and Green Hote-
lier Awards (Caribbean Hotel Association).

Mr. Mehta has a distinguished history in academia. 
Apart from being an adjunct professor at several
universities in Southern Florida, he was also the 
Chairman of Landscape Architecture Section,
Department of Architecture, University of Nairobi 
and conducted studios in sustainable planning and
design for five years. Mr. Mehta conducts one-of-a 
kind Ecoplanning and Design Workshops and
Charettes (for George Washington University and 
The International Ecotourism Society) around 
the world, which are attended by amongst oth-
ers, Deans, Professors and Students. Mr. Mehta 
is a well-sought out speaker and has presented at 
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over 60 Conferences, Seminars in 30 countries. Mr. 
Mehta is also a Professional Photographer and an 
Ex-Cricket Captain from Kenya and in July 2006,
National Geographic Adventure magazine identi-
fied Mr. Mehta as one of five Sustainable Tourism
Pioneers in the world. In July 2005 he was named 
by Men’s Journal, a New York based Magazine as 
one of the “25 Most Powerful People in Adventure” 
in the world.

Order Info: “Authentic Ecolodges” is published by 
Collins Design, an imprint of
Harper Collins and will be released internationally 
on Nov. 2, 2010. Orders can
be made at www.authenticecolodges.com


