
From The President    Desiree Martínez  2

Young Professional Commentary  Hwang Yun Hye   2

Young Professional Commentary  Haris Piplas   4
  
Young Professional Commentary  Puspita Galih Resi   7

Hilton Pattaya     T.R.O.P  Studio  9

Interview of David Gibbs    Darwina Neal     12

48th World Congress in Zurich  Lukas Handschin
      Hayal Oezkan   16

IFLA APR Symposium  SOLARE 2011      19

Conference St. Petersburg, Russia       20

Book Review, A Career in Landscape  Trish Gibson   21
     
Correction     Nigel Thorne   22

    

mail
ifla@iflaonline.org 
web site
www.iflaonline.org 
cultural landscape committee 
www.iflaclc.org  

IFLA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President
Desiree Martinez
IFLA_President
@iflaonline.org

Secretary General
Virginia LABORANTI
virginialaboranti
@fibertel.com.ar

Treasurer
JOHN WEIER
jweier@pt.lu

Vice-President European Region
Nigel THORNE
n.j.t@btinternet.com

Vice-President Asia/Pacific Region
Alan TITCHENER 
tma.titch@xtra.co.nz

Vice-President Americas Region
Carlos JANKILEVICH
carlos@tropicaintl.com

N E W S L E T T E R  
International Federation of Landscape Architects       
Fédération Internationale des Architectes Paysagistes              

Topic	 	 	 		 	 	 Author(s)																				 									Page

Editor IFLA News
Shirah CAHILL
shirahcahill@yahoo.com

IFLA News No. 92: National Landscape Architecture Month and             (April 2011)
Interdisciplinary Practice                 
      
Potential contributors please contact shirahcahill@yahoo.com
Deadline for articles (500-1000 words plus illustrations) last day of the preceding month

IFLANo. 91
F e b r u a r y
2 0 1 1

PERSPECTIVES & PRACTICE
Y O U N G   P R O F E S S I O N A L S



IFLA Newsletter Issue 91 February 2011

�

and research from all over the world in order to 
integrate them into the Congress program.

I’d also like to mention the Swiss hospitality and 
gastronomy, which will be an additionally delight-
ful part of the Congress. Given that Switzerland 
produces many wonderful products in its great 
variety of landscapes, you will be able to enjoy fa-
mous Swiss cheese, cider, wine among other won-
derful dishes and for dessert, of course, the best 
chocolate in the world! The municipality of Zurich 
is offering excellent conditions for travelling to the 
Congress. There will be multiple opportunities for 
accommodation that will fit anyone’s budget, and 
all congress participants will be given a free ticket 
that can be used for public transportation within 
the city boundaries.

Do not miss it! I will be very happy to see you 
there!

With a big hug,
 
Desiree Martínez
IFLA President

Hwang Yun Hye    
Landscape architect. 
Studied at Seoul National 
University, Graduate 
School of Design (GSE) 
and Harvard Univer-
sity, Graduate School of 
Design (GSD). Working 
experience as a chief 
designer on various plan-

ning and landscape design projects in Korea, SOMC 
from 2001-2007. Selected as the ‘Design Leader of 
Next Generation (6th)’, awarded by the Korean Min-
istry of Commerce and KIDP in 2007. Background in 
graphic design & teaching at the Seoul Art College as 
an instructor of Basic Design from 2001-2007. From 
2009 onwards she has been teaching studios and de-
tail design as an assistant professor at The National 
University Singapore (NUS).

FROM THE PRESIDENT
We are especially proud 
of this year’s first issue 
of IFLA News because 
it is dedicated to young 
professionals. This issue is 
truly special as it has been 
created through the en-
thusiastic participation of 

young landscape architects doing wonderful things 
all over the world! One of IFLA’s most important 
tasks is to stay fresh and up to date by exchang-
ing ideas and experiences with the many young 
professionals in our different regions. The profes-
sion has great potential to play a crucial role in the 
next decades and it is the task of young landscape 
architects to confront new challenges, to achieve 
sustainability and to improve the quality of life in 
an unpredictable world.

Another important topic addressed in this issue is 
the next World Congress in Zurich which is going to 
be wonderful, and I am very proud to invite you all 
to attend. Our Swiss colleagues from BSLA, with 
the support of the municipality of Zurich and Grün 
Stadt Zürich, its office of Parks and Open Spaces, 
have been working hard to organize a very special 
event!

Considering its topography and the beauty of its 
nature, landscape is a central issue in Switzerland! 
The work of landscape architects in this small 
country in the center of Europe is truly outstanding 
and responds to scales of nature.

Contemporary interventions in the landscape and 
in modern cities integrate the most avant-garde 
proposals and technologies in order to achieve sus-
tainability and a high quality of life. Contemporary 
models of bioengineering and landscape manage-
ment utilized in Switzerland can also be used to set 
an example of sustainability for the world.

Therefore, our Swiss colleagues have accurately 
selected the best examples of landscape projects 
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Have you ever smelled a withered bouquet in a 
vase? It stinks. Like the bouquet, static things tend 
to go extinct quickly. Life as a professional is the 
same, in that it does not make sense to expect 
development through repeating existing skills and 
knowledge. As the field of landscape architecture 
has been developed by changing demands since its 
inception, landscape architects  need the ability to 
continuously accept internal and external stimula-
tion. I believe that my current position in practice, 
education and research will motivate me to con-
stantly grow over time.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE IN PRACTICE
Recent landscape projects throughout the world 
show us that cities require holistic solutions rather 
than focusing on a single site. Moreover, landscape 
designers must recognize their social and ecologi-
cal responsibilities with regard to all environmental 
issues beyond the profession. This sounds like a big 
vision, however my working process begins with 
simple rhetorical questions – If trees can ensure 
enough rooms to thrive, would the rooms provide 
enough shadow for human comfort at the same 
time? If we know people’s daily life patterns, would 
it be possible to propose landscapes that are more 
productive? (figure1.) This process allows me to 
decide on an approach towards nature and human 
beings, accordingly, and provide proposals that 
play a role in improving both human health and the 
quality of nature. 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE AS RESEARCH 
Even when an apparently perfect plan is conceived, 
it may not necessarily translate into a perfect 
place. The reason is that it is difficult to predict all 
of the contingencies that make places valuable, in-

cluding human behavior and micro environmental 
change; it is difficult to control these variables in 
the project planning stage, because aging trees, in-
creasing spontaneous species, and changing water 
flows are phenomena beyond landscape architects’ 
initial imagination. What can we do to assimilate 
these contingencies into our thinking? Is there any 
methodology to analyze these ambiguous ele-
ments so that we can design a realistic approach 
in practice? Recent research project “Observation 
in Changing Landscapes” (figure2) starts by ask-
ing these questions. In my belief, investigations of 
changing landscapes with empirical data will help 
shape the next generation of urban public space.

 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE AS EDUCATION
Conducting a design studio goes beyond convey-
ing knowledge and information. While a teacher 
may frame the studio topic, it is ultimately the stu-
dents who lead their own designs. The main pur-
pose of the studio is to let the students learn how 
to manage the project from the thinking process to  
representation. In-depth research is strongly en-
couraged, because macro and micro analysis on a 
site clarifies what the problems are, thus students 
can think of the project more accurately based on 
this scientific research. Encouraging them to inter-
act with other colleagues’ contributes to improve 
the quality of the projects as well. By providing 
the students with various critiques from multi-
disciplinary professionals, they are able to foster 
a broad-point-of-view on their projects. (Figure 
3.) Through a series of teaching processes, more 
importantly, I realize that teaching is not just about 

Figure 1. Analyzing life cycles of every day food for designing 
a productive garden 

 

Figure 2. The research site to observe spontaneous vegetation on a 
lawn area.
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transmitting knowledge from one to another, but a 
synergetic action to develop not only the students 
but myself as well.

Since all three positions require the ability to 
embrace diverse demands, I feel that keeping an 
open-mind to change is a crucial  attribute of a 
young professional.

Haris Piplas 
Haris Piplas was born in Sara-
jevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina in 
1984. He studied and graduated 
from the University in Sarajevo 
in 2008 with two awards: Best 
Student Award from his Faculty 
and a special distinction from 
the University of Sarajevo. His 

main focus was Landscape Architecture, Urban ecol-
ogy & greening. He received the 2008-2010 German 
Exchange Service (DAAD) scholarship for postgradu-
ate studies, which allowed him to complete an in-
terdisciplinary Urban Design Master at the Technical 
University in Berlin. Since 2011, Haris has been doing 
research at the Politecnico di Milano. He is an active 
member in the European Federation for Landscape 
Architecture where he is the editor of the Newsletter 
and Online Journal, the Young Leaders Committee 
at the Urban Land Institute and he holds a position 
on the steering committee of the Bosnian National 
Horticulture&Landscape Architecture Association. 

Figure 3. The design consultation session by multidisciplinary 
professionals 

He successfully initiated the membership of the 
University of Sarajevo in ECLAS (European Council of 
Landscape Architecture Schools) and the LE:NOTRE 
thematic network. Haris has attended numerous 
professional conferences, exhibitions and workshops 
and has published several articles. His current focus 
is on Landscape Architecture’s role in the sustain-
able urban development of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
as a comparison to the European Union and North 
America.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS AS LEADERS IN SUS-
TAINABLE URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES
Interpreting and researching the human relation-
ship to the “natural” and “artificial” world is a very 
complex issue. There are very few places left that 
are untouched  by human beings, and luckily, even 
fewer which are completely modified by culture. 
This implies that the spaces on our planet can be 
seen as unique and intertwined networks granted 
by Mother Nature while modified and influenced 
by our civilization in the last millennia.

We are the ones who are responsible for these im-
pacts to the earth and it is our obligation to utilize

 

our knowledge and take a position as an integral 
part of the environmental continuum. It is obvious 
that this very specific mélange between  nature 
and built form requires a very sensitive and trans-
disciplinary approach. I believe that the know-
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ledge we posses from researching this mixture and  
based in Landscape Architecture, can offer solu-
tions and answers to many emerging questions. 

I also believe that the discipline of Landscape 
Architecture can offer the appropriate philosophy 
and method to reflect on the reciprocal relation-
ship between the growth of the profession and 
growing environmental issues, from the initiation  
of the discipline dedicated to enhancing living 
conditions during the difficult times of industrial-
ization in the 19th century to present day prob-
lems of cross-cutting environmental and financial 
crises. Especially today where we also expect that 
the billions of children  born into the slums of our 
cities by 2030 will adopt a sustainable lifestyle, and 
where this notion is not a question of possibility 
but of implicitness.
 
In my opinion the profession of Landscape 
Architecture, positioned between nature and man-
made, can take a leading role in providing strate-
gies to impede the exploitation of our environment 
and in promoting socially, environmentally and 
economically sustainable urban and rural develop-
ment.

My homeland, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, offers a very specific 
working environment for Landscape Architects. 
The first Diploma studies in Horticulture and Land-
scape Architecture were established in 1996, the 

year when the most tragic event in Europe since 
World War II ended – the bloody Bosnian war. The 
urban identity of Bosnian cities, symbols of a tradi-
tion of culture and of tolerance were meant to be 
erased so that their inhabitants would no longer 
identify with their own heritage. The cities were 
targets of a planned annihilation and the destruc-
tion of built and natural heritage. The landscapes 
were additionally damaged by the inhabitants 
themselves as they were forced to cut down trees 
as an alternative source of fuel or to introduce 
intensive agriculture in protected areas in order 
to produce food in times of scarcity. Additionally, 
rural and suburban landscapes were endangered 
by land mines. Today, the people do not dare enter 
into the natural environment, denying the argu-
ment that human beings are natural creatures – a 
paradox in Europe from the 21st century. 

Landscape Architects were expected to help in 
the reconstruction process. Unfortunately, our 
contribution was limited by the unregulated state 
of the profession, lack of current knowledge and 
international cooperation. Establishing a national 
association in 2006 was the first step towards “a 
new age of the profession” in Bosnia. As a student 
of this program at the University of Sarajevo, I saw 

the chance to use my knowledge and contacts to 
initiate a connection between my University and 
ECLAS (European Council of Landscape Architec-
ture Schools), its LE:NOTRE Thematic Network 
and also between our national association, EFLA 
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(European Federation of Landscape Architects) 
and IFLA (International Federation of Landscape 
Architects). The main achievement was the full-
membership of Bosnia in ECLAS and the support 
of IFLA´s President Dr. Diane Menzies who visited 
our association. Suddenly, Landscape Architecture 
in my country came out of anonymity and posi-
tioned itself on pages of daily newspapers and TV 
stations. I was happy to see my contribution with 
respect to Bosnia´s cultural landscapes in books 
like The forest and the city: The cultural landscape of 
Urban Woodland and the Cultural Landscapes Exhi-
bition in 2008 that took place during the “Interna-
tional Landscape Triennial” in Apeldoorn and in the 
IFLA World Congress. The boom of the profession 
resulted also in establishing the first MLA studies 
in the history of Bosnia in the same year.

After graduating in Sarajevo with the “Best student 
Award”, with the potential of my country in mind, 
I sought to bring in fresh international knowledge. 
I completed an interdisciplinary Master of Urban 
Design at the Berlin University of Technology and 
was awarded with a scholarship from the German 
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), deepening 
my interest in sustainable landscape and urban 
design and its application in Bosnia. 

I also collected practical knowledge in Denmark 
and Germany. I gathered additional experience 
from memberships in the ULI (Urban Land Insti-
tute) Young Leaders Committee or AESOP (As-
sociation of European Schools of Planning) Young 
Academics and by participating in different profes-
sional events and projects, often being the repre-
sentative of Bosnia. We have demonstrated our 
skills in the post-war recovery and I believe that 
our next main focus must be to adopt international 
standards in Landscape Architecture that reflect 
our unique heritage and the challenges we face 
with regard to sustainable development. 

Is it possible that other environments might also 
be positively influenced by the Bosnian example? 
Bosnia has an interesting multi-culti tradition and 
geographic location. The country has a Mediter-
ranean climate in the south and cooler continental 

temperatures in the Alpine north, providing an 
array of different landscapes and regional human 
settlements illustrating thier adaptation to these 
various natural conditions. According to many 
authors, Bosnia´s capital, Sarajevo has a strong 
ecologic design tradition based on unwritten 
postulates:”The road is the spine, and the valley its 
shape, the slopes are the body, the Charshija (busi-
ness center) its heart; the vegetation its lungs and 
the river its soul” which can be viewed as reminis-
cent of Lynch´s “organic city” or Roger’s “ecologic 
city which minimizes ecological impact”. For cen-
turies these metaphors have been used by people 
while zoning the city. By today´s standards this 
could be called Ecological urbanism. Could the his-
toric experience of my city inspire other areas? Can 
it contribute to the narration in Green Urban and 
Landscape Design? This is the topic of the research 
that I am conducting at the Berlin University of 
Technology and the Milan Polytechnic University.

I was very glad to symbolically help my country, 
showing that our discipline can enhance post-
war recovery. Improving the state of Landscape 
Architecture, the “bridge between disciplines”, 
educating new professional leaders and promoting 
international cooperation can mean only a better, 
faster and more sustainable recovery of cities and 
landscapes and by extension reconciliation among 
ethnic groups. I believe also that interdisciplinarity, 
the exchange of information internationally and 
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greater involvement and motivation from the new 
generations is inevitable. Our mission to obtain a 
sustainable planet is in fact the mission of all na-
tionalities, all races and all generations. Bosnia can 
be an interesting example to conceptualize strate-
gies on how to manage “extreme” areas without 
harming our planet while improving development 
and keeping “the human being´s soul and body 
healthy”. 

Puspita Galih Resi
Puspita Galih Resi / Pita was 
born in Jakarta on July 27th 
1983. She is from Indonesia 
and became a Landscape 
Architect six years ago, after 
earning a Bachelor of Land-
scape Architecture from Trisakti 
University. 

For the past three years, Pita has practiced with 
IdeA – Innovative development for eco Awareness, a 
planning, design and management consulting firm, 
where she is currently  head of the Planning and 
Design Division.

As a young professional, Pita manages a new subdi-
vision in IdeA – where she is working together with 
landscape architecture students on leading innova-
tion and creativity through program development 
using ‘smart tools’ based in the world of Landscape 
Architecture.  Pita has special interest in contribut-
ing towards better living conditions for man, and all 
creations in the biosphere, as well as for  the bio-
sphere itself – as her role as a professional landscape 
architect.

ngamen kanen isit bu letei nganup – isit harus 
madang – ke tau bukee taat – isit tei ka bieng  
the mantras of Dayak Kenyah – inland of east 
Borneo

I will go for a promising
if the hornbill flew to the right – I would find 
my luck
if the hornbill flew to the left – I would not go 
anywhere 

It was in August 2008, when I saw the hornbill fly to 
my right side and I found a promising career before 
me. After four years completing my studies in 
Landscape Architecture and being a freelancer for 
different private consulting firms, I came upon an 
IdeA – Innovative development for eco Awareness, 
that made me feel great about being a landscape 
architect.

AWAKENING AS A LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
Indonesia is an archipelago country with more than 
17,000 islands spanning along the equator as wide 
as the distance of San Francisco to Washington 
DC. Indonesia is the second ranked country in the 
world for its richness in biodiversity and has more 
than 300 different cultures distributed throughout 
its ‘ring of fire’ islands. 

I was awakened by the IdeA as a Landscape Archi-
tect. Established in 2002, IdeA is a planning, design 
and management consulting company involved in 
a wide range of projects from the east to the west 
of Indonesia that had the potential to make my 
dreams as a landscape architect become reality. 

I consider myself very lucky for  my age – 27 years 
old. During the last two years of my career in IdeA, 
Dr. Soehartini ‘Tinoek’ Sekartjakrarini, the founder 
and the leader of IdeA has given me opportunities 
and has encouraged me to master not only techni-
cal skills related to landscape planning, design and 
management, but also to become an entrepreneur 
in the landscape architecture business. 

 

Savana at Mount Tambora, West Nusa Tenggara, 2009 
property of IdeA 

Savana at Mount Tambora, West Nusa Tenggara, 2009 property of 
IdeA
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These two competencies have allowed me to prog-
ress ahead of my colleagues who graduated in the 
same year, and even ahead of some who gradu-
ated before me.

The forest, the mother of all culture, has been the 
field of IdeA’s business. It is in the forest that I have 
gained a deep understanding and awakening with 
regard to the important role of landscape archi-
tecture in helping Man and the Biosphere survive  
in spite of the powerful economic interests that 
degrade the quality of life on earth. 

At IdeA I learn from those tucked away in remote 
places that have survived the effects of unwise 
decisions, but who continue to inspire with their lo-
cal wisdom. I am proud to be one of the few young 
landscape architects (perhaps there are no others) 
who work in this field. I handle the problem solv-
ing in IdeA’s studio, but the most interesting way 
to resolve the problems I face in my work is usually 
by staying with locals on site and ‘communicating’ 
with real people and their biosphere. 

Certainly, opportunities given to me by Dr. Tinoek 
have changed my perspective on what it is to be a 
professional landscape architect.  

A successful landscape architect, in my opinion, 
is able to contribute to a better quality of life for 
man, and all living things in the biosphere, as well 
as for the biosphere itself. It is invaluable work in 
comparison to those who simply present beautiful 
drawings on pieces of paper catering purely to the 
financial gain of project.       

LONG TERM INVESTMENT PROJECTS

 

Site Survey with DR. Tinoek, Ujung Kulon National Park, 2009 
property of IdeA 

Site Survey with DR. Tinoek, Ujung Kulon National Park, 2009 
property of IdeA

  

A ‘living school’ for every child – learn from the landscape

  

The ‘pay it forward’ concept-encourages locals to survive against all odds, ensuring a better life and a better future for Man and the Biosphere
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P R O J E C T
Hilton Pattaya
T.R.O.P.   Terrains + Open space

Project Scope:  
Hotel Drop off 
Area (Ground 
Floor) and Hotel 
Garden (16th 
Floor).

The Garden of 
Hilton Pattaya is 
built on the roof 
of a very large 
Shopping Mall 
called the Central 
Festival Pattaya 
Beach.

When T.R.O.P was granted the commission for the 
project, the Mall was already built, as a result the 
building was not able to be modified in any way to 
improve the site.

  

The ‘pay it forward’ concept-encourages locals to survive against all odds, ensuring a better life and a better future for Man and the Biosphere

 

Smart Tools’ – IdeA studio product, collaborative planning and design with stakeholders

On the first site visit, the design team noticed 
three important elements:

1. A very large skylight in the central part of the 
roof. 

The purpose of the skylight is to allow sunlight   
into the mall.

 The skylight cannot bear any weight so it cannot 
be used as part of the garden.

 There was no budget allocated to decorate the
 skylight, which was partially glass and partially 
concrete, our solution was to cover it with artificial 
grass.

•

•
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2. The Left-over areas
Because the skylight is located directly in the center of the roof, the design team was left with small   

 and narrow areas for the garden.
Within these limited areas, the program specified the inclusion of a gym and rest rooms.

3. The Irregular Edge of the Roof
The mall has an interesting in and out facade.
However, the edge made it difficult for us to design the clean and simple garden we sought.

T.R.O.P. Studio’s first task was to contend with the area around the skylight. The Resort Design Principle 
was used to divide and organize the roof into 3 main garden parts.

1. The Arrival Court
The hotel lobby is located on the 17th floor. When guests exit the elevators, this arrival court will be   

 the first thing they see.
For purposes of privacy this area was closed.
The Concept for the DEPT’s Lobby Design is “Shallow Water”. The design team continued this story in  

 the arrival court with sand and green landforms.

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

Welcome Lobby

Pool Horizon
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2 .The Sun Deck
As mentioned previously, there was limited space around the skylight.
And additional program elements had to be  included in this small space.
T.R.O.P. proposed adding another layer of garden on top, by extending the roof of the gym and rest  

 rooms to the edge of the hotel.
The end result was a reasonably sized deck with direct access from the 18th Floor (1 floor above the   

 Lobby.
This had the added benefit of allowing more privacy for guests using the pool area and garden.

3. The Ocean Pool
The pool was located based on spatial necessity.
The irregular edge of the shopping mall once again was challenging to adapt to

The design solution utilized a simple curve to define the pool
Beneath the water, the pool is divided into a lap pool, a fun pool, a Jacuzzi maze, and a children’s area.
Inspired by the shimmer of schools of fish, Dazzles, lighting designer, added fiber optics to the bottom  

 of the pool. Accordingly, in the evening the pool shimmers, reminiscent of schools of fish and the stars  
 that  shine over the ocean.

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

Pool Horizon at dawn
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I N T E R V I E W  
DAVID GIBBS, IFLA Young Professionals Advocate 
interviewed by DARWINA NEAL, FASLA, 
Past IFLA Americas Region Vice President

DN: Because IFLA 
wanted to incorporate 
the needs and interests 
of young professionals 
- recent graduates and 
practitioners up to the 
age of 35 - in their pro-
grams and activities, the 
World Council approved 
the establishment of the 

position of “Young Professionals Advocate” and 
you were the first person appointed to that posi-
tion. Before I ask you questions about that posi-
tion, though, I’d like to learn a little more about 
you, and how you got to this position, so we’ll start 
there, then go on to your IFLA activities.
 
Can you tell us why you decided to become a land-
scape architect and what kind of work you have 
been doing as a practitioner?

DG: I studied Art - painting and drawing - in high 
school. The art history and theory included the de-
velopment of Architecture, which appealed to me. 
I therefore decided to study Architecture at the 
University of Cape Town (UCT), and was accepted 
into the undergraduate degree program in Janu-
ary 1996. In our design studio, we were taught by 
four studio masters, three architects and an artist. 
The artist went on sabbatical and was replaced by 
a ”Landscape Architect”, who was also an archi-
tect: Tarna Klitzner. Although I had never heard of 
“Landscape Architects” before, I quickly developed 
a great admiration for Tarna and her design ap-
proach, felt an affinity for Landscape Architecture, 
and thought that I might study landscape architec-
ture eventually. In any event, the other three stu-
dio masters never understood my buildings - with 
their stone gabion walls, sod-roofs and semi-sub-
terranean chambers, and often asked me, “Where 

is your building?”, since the site tended to domi-
nate and absorb obvious signs of “architecture”. 

Eventually I became frustrated with the “object” 
focus of architecture and became more interested 
in public spaces and townscapes in which architec-
ture forms part of the detailing, or edging - defin-
ing space, rather than occupying it - and set my 
long term goal on Landscape Architecture, which 
also incorporated my interests in geography and 
biology. My university did not yet offer a program 
in Landscape Architecture, although the School 
had been planning to develop one since the late 
1970’s, but when I graduated in December 1998, 
I received a letter from the Director of the School 
about the launch of a 2-year full time Master of 
Landscape Architecture Degree, for which I would 
be eligible.
 
I thought  that I should give the program a year or 
two to establish before enrolling, so I registered as 
a post-graduate architecture student, and began a 
practical year - working in an architect’s office for 
about 9 months and traveling around Europe on 
an architectural tour for almost 4 months. When I 
returned to UCT in early 2000, I enrolled instead in 
the first class of the MLA program with a group of 
just 7 students, taught by Bernard Oberholzer. By 
then, UCT had been re-structured and Landscape 
Architecture was associated with the Post-gradu-
ate Urban Design, City and Regional Planning 
programs within the School of Architecture, under 
the Engineering and Built Environment Faculty.
     
We saw ourselves as ”pioneers” and enjoyed the 
large-scale projects we did in collaboration with 
our urban design and planning colleagues. It was 
an intensive two-years, but extremely worthwhile, 
and I finally believed in what I was doing. Because 
we worked so closely, we formed long-term friend-
ships that endure even though we are now scat-
tered from South Africa to Tanzania, Australia, 
UK, the Middle East and beyond. Because degrees 
were granted alphabetically, I was UCT’s very first 
Master of Landscape Architecture graduate, fol-
lowed by my friends Michelle Meuwese and Anita 
Urasa. 
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When I was a student Landscape Architect, I was 
fortunate to work for Ian Ford, one of Cape Town’s 
original Landscape Architects, who had studied in 
Edinburgh, after completing architecture at UCT. 
His practice included many heritage projects, such 
as the historic Vergelegen Wine Estate at Somer-
set West, and other agricultural properties within 
the Cape Winelands cultural landscape, as well as 
successful urban projects within the city, such as 
Thibalt Square and St Georges Mall. Ian was a true 
gentleman and exceptionally talented man, who 
could resolve a design so elegantly with just a few 
lines of a pencil, that the projects were always 
sublime, yet understated and  timeless. I was dev-
astated when he died in 2002, just before I was to 
start  working with him full-time, because I still had 
so much to learn from him, but Deon Bronkhorst, 
Ian’s business partner, honored my appointment 
and I worked under his guidance for two years.

After I returned from a visit to China, I started 
working with Michelle Robertson-Swift. The proj-
ects we worked on there had a significant social 
responsibility component.  Many were urban 
renewal, including an improvement initiative in 
Khayelitsha - an impoverished “township” area 
created under the apartheid government - and 
incorporated trading plazas, recreational facili-
ties and social spaces. I found this work extremely 
meaningful, coming to grips with different cultures 
and slowly, often with tiny budgets, transforming 
people’s shared public environments for the bet-
ter. These projects were usually funded by the City 
Council, so there were many administrative ob-
stacles and endless meetings, but the end results 
were always rewarding. I learned a certain degree 
of humility - and how to facilitate, rather than 
dominate the design process -  since these projects 
always involved extensive public participation. 
During this time, Mark Saint Pol began working 
with us, while he continued his own studies, and 
we have since worked together at different prac-
tices for the last 7 years.

Later I was invited by Johan van Papendorp to 
consult at his practice, OvP Associates, where I get 
paid by the hour - and keep my own schedule! As 

one of the longest established practices in Cape 
Town, OvP has led or participated in many urban 
projects in Cape Town - including the V&A Water-
front, Cape Point and Table Mountain, and more 
recently the Green Point Urban Park and Stadium 
Forecourt, in preparation for the 2010 Soccer World 
Cup. Johan has been a wise and inspirational men-
tor. Also, I met Antoinette Raimond at OvP - my 
girlfriend! She had completed her Honors degree 
at the University of Pretoria and I encouraged her 
to complete her master’s degree at UCT, where I 
still teach part-time and find it very interesting and 
somewhat challenging! Antoinette now works with 
Mark and me; I think it helps to be surrounded by 
people who understand and share your passion.

DN: What was the most interesting, exciting or 
challenging project in which you have been in-
volved?

DG:  I have several favorites: Vergelegen Estate, 
which is a magnificent part of South Africa’s cul-
tural heritage, following only the Castle of Good 
Hope and Groot Constantia in terms of precincts 
of cultural significance of South Africa’s colonial 
period. Remembrance Square in Khayelitsha, the 
forecourt to the Magistrate’s Court, is a remarkable 
project in which community artists participated 
by designing and installing beautiful mosaics that  
document the history of the struggle for freedom 
and democracy. St Andrew’s Square is also an ex-
citing project - drawing from the Slave History and 
traditional building techniques to create a contem-
porary city space - part of the “Fan Mile,” associ-
ated with the Stadium Precinct - that is still firmly 
rooted in the city’s history. 
 
DN: How did you first become involved in IFLA?

DG: I was a student member of ILASA, the Insti-
tute of Landscape Architects of South Africa, and 
became involved in the ILASA-Cape branch after 
graduation. After a few years on various commit-
tees, I was elected ILASA-Cape Chairman, and 
later national President. To become more inclusive, 
ILASA was renamed the Institute FOR Landscape 
Architecture in South Africa. As ILASA President, I 
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have represented South Africa as Delegate at the 
IFLA World Council meetings - a great honor and 
huge responsibility.
 
DN: What do you see your role to be as IFLA’s 
“Young Professionals Advocate”?

DG: Landscape Architecture is a young and dy-
namic profession. I see my role as enabling young 
people to become established in practice, actively 
contributing to the growth and development of 
our profession. I am passionate about what we do 
- and want to be able to encourage young profes-
sionals to engage with colleagues - for support and 
shared experience. Young Professionals should feel 
they have a valuable contribution to make - and 
feel welcome to participate in IFLA events and 
activities. 

DN: How do you plan to do this? 

DG: I guess that is the most pertinent question! 
I would like to ensure that young professionals 
are already participating at a national level within 
their IFLA member associations - and from there 
launch them into international activities. I am able 
to do this directly at home in South Africa, where I 
actively encourage young professionals and gradu-
ates - and even students - to join, attend and par-
ticipate, but it is more difficult to do this in other 
countries. Each member association of IFLA could 
identify a young professionals’ champion to be 
responsible for facilitating this kind of encourage-
ment. Universities can also play a role here. There 
needs to be an interface between academia and 
professional practice: universities can direct gradu-
ates towards the professional associations and 
track their graduates’ progress into practice. Na-
tional associations need to become involved in the 
post-graduate formation of young professionals 
- there need not be a duality between theory and 
practice. How to support and involve young profes-
sionals in countries or locations that are remote 
and don’t have the benefit of an established asso-
ciation is more problematic, though the electronic 
age may provide some useful tools. On-line fora 
and networks may be the answer. Essentially there 

needs to be a flow of information - either directly 
or indirectly. We are dealing with individual people 
here - not anonymous groups, but individuals who 
will benefit from personal affirmation.

 DN: What have you found the main concerns of 
young professionals to be? And what do you think 
that IFLA can do to address those concerns?  

DG: Many of us experience the frustrations associ-
ated with having to explain away mis-conceptions 
about what Landscape Architecture is, what our 
roles as Landscape Architects are, and what it is 
that we do. Competing with or confronting built 
environment professionals of associated disci-
plines - who often have extremely forceful person-
alities - can be exhausting, especially for young 
people who have yet to develop the confidence 
required to stand their ground. Young people need 
support and encouragement, as well as guidance 
and mentorship. In a recessive economic climate, 
work is often hard to come by - yet the work that 
we do is so necessary - particularly in developing 
countries. 

Let me try to answer the second part now. As for 
dispelling misconceptions: Perhaps IFLA can de-
velop awareness campaigns that could be released 
digitally, such as a short video-clip, sound-bite, 
power-point, or a series of “advertorials” that could 
be posted on websites, emailed or otherwise dis-
tributed and made available on the IFLA website as 
reference tools. High level access to governments 
could help develop awareness at strategic levels 
where IFLA has connections, although it needs to 
happen at grass-roots levels, too. Perhaps there 
could be road shows or pilot projects that are 
highlighted and used to generate further exposure. 
Perhaps the IFLA Communications Committee 
could be tasked with brainstorming and imple-
menting some of these projects. As for mentoring 
and guiding, again the electronic medium could be 
instrumental by using the IFLA website to provide 
answers to questions that young people have - an 
answer forum - as well as helping national associa-
tions  develop ‘pathway to registration’ programs -  
already extant in some countries, but not in others. 
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There must be some basic steps that are common-
ly required so that regional or national programs 
could be developed  from a global template. 

DN: How do you think that IFLA can best promote 
the profession so that more young people will 
choose it as a career?

DG: We have to engender within society an appre-
ciation of design and environmental responsibility. 
We have to promote Landscape Architecture as 
the most adaptable, diverse, meaningful, reward-
ing and necessary discipline – one that fosters 
stewardship of the earth - starting with school 
children. We need also to build an awareness of 
landscape architecture into architectural programs 
- not necessarily to recruit or convert wayward 
student architects like me! - to foster respect for 
what we do and to highlight the site itself as a 
design informant. We also need to remind urban 
designers that urban design is born out of land-
scape architecture - a specialization within the field 
- and that landscape architects are well-equipped 
to design urban spaces. We need to liaise with en-
gineers, who are now realizing the value of sustain-
able urban drainage, and eco-engineering, to have 
a presence at all stages of design, at all scales. The 
more visible Landscape Architects are, the more 
understood and appreciated our work will be, and 
the more points of reference youngsters will have 
to know what we do and want to do it themselves! 
As practitioners, we need to be impeccable in what 
we do - always seeking to resolve design to meet 
the highest and best use of the site, within the en-
vironmental carrying capacity; meeting social re-
sponsibility criteria, such as job creation, and local 
labor; using appropriate materials and techniques, 
and always being conscious of context. Landscape 
Architecture must become a familiar term, used 
correctly by society at large.
 
DN: How do you think IFLA can provide support to 
young people entering the profession, especially 
those pioneering the profession in countries where 
there are few landscape architects?

DG: In this digital age, we can provide support 
electronically - using web-based technology. 

Again, information and advice could be provided 
via the IFLA website - a forum could be estab-
lished with a panel of more experienced experts to 
answer questions and to provide advice to young 
people. Through the national association members 
of IFLA, young people could be appointed to work-
ing committees or other bodies to present their 
ideas, and needs and engage them at the interna-
tional level as well. 
 
DN: Why do you think it is important for young 
professionals to be involved in IFLA in the future? 
And how do you think they might influence the 
future practice of the profession?

DG: There is so much to learn from the more ex-
perienced practitioners - and young professionals 
can extract enormous value from their wisdom. 
Young professionals also bring boundless energy 
and youthful enthusiasm and need to become 
familiar with IFLA agendas - because they/we will 
be responsible for carrying IFLA initiatives into the 
future.   

DN: The 2012 IFLA World Congress will be in Cape 
Town, South Africa on September 4-7. What will 
the theme of that Congress be and are you plan-
ning to include any special activities or programs 
to attract young professionals? Such as the “Nava 
Gerson Polman Design Symposium for Young 
Landscape Architects” that was approved by the 
World Council in China to be implemented at the 
2012 World Congress? 

DG: The theme selected is “Landscapes in Transi-
tion”. Over the three days we hope to focus on 
three different contexts: the “natural” environment 
- conservation, biodiversity, etc; the “cultural” 
environment - agricultural lands, forestry, his-
toric settlements and associated heritage places; 
and finally, the “urban” environment - the city, 
informal settlements, particularly in Africa, and 
infrastructure. Although we would like to focus on 
issues relevant to Africa, since IFLA has identified 
the 2012 Congress as an opportunity to launch the 
independent Africa Region, we will  also include 
global ones.  
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Thank you for highlighting the Nava Gerson Pol-
man Symposium proposal - this is a wonderful 
opportunity for young professionals and an incred-
ibly generous gift. We will work these activities 
into the IFLA 2012 Congress in Cape Town, as the 
planning is currently underway. We would like to 
attract as much participation from young profes-
sionals as possible - and I think there is plenty of 
scope: Cape Town - and South Africa in general - is 
already appealing to young people, but perhaps I 
am somewhat biased - I love my home town! In all 
seriousness, we have a climate conducive to out-
door activity and adventure sports - ideally suited 
to the tastes of energetic young professionals.
 
Beyond the fascinating debates and insightful 
discussions we anticipate for the “academic” por-
tion of the congress, there will be ample time and 
opportunity for attendees to explore this exciting 
and vibrant city and spectacular peninsula - “the 
Fairest Cape in the circumference of the World” - to 
quote Sir Francis Drake, in 1580! Some of these will 
include the technical tours of projects and places 
in and around the city, but young professionals 
- and more experienced Landscape Architects 
- may wish to spend a few more days in Cape Town 
to further experience the city - at their own pace. 
To list just some of the popular options: hiking on 
Table Mountain, a globally recognizable and iconic 
landform; Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens; sail-
ing, fishing and seafood; dazzling beaches perfect 
for surfing, kite-surfing, kayaking; wine tasting at 
the gracious and elegant historic estates of the 
Constantia Valley and the Cape Winelands beyond, 
such as Stellenbosch, Somerset West, Franchhoek; 
the inner city Night Life along Long Street and 
others; and the spring flowers that transform the 
semi-deserts of the West Coast. We specifically 
timed the Congress to coincide with the spring 
flowers that bloom spectacularly at this time of 
year and plan to make optional post-congress 
tours available, probably in cooperation with Cape 
Town Tourism. Attendees could spend three weeks 
in and around Cape Town without exhausting the 
options!  Our culture is richly diverse, our natural 
landscape is overwhelming, and our weather 
is powerful and somewhat unpredictable. To be 

caught in “the Cape of Storms” in gale-force south-
easterlies is a phenomenal experience! Cape Town 
is an awe-inspiring place! Have I convinced you?

DN: Yes, you have! Along with many of our read-
ers, I hope! In closing, is there any advice that you 
would like to pass on to young professionals enter-
ing the profession now?

DG: Landscape Architecture is the most wonder-
ful career! Be confident - though never arrogant, 
learn from others, give of yourself, be purposeful 
and get actively involved. What we do is important 
and necessary work – it’s thrilling and amazing, 
and fun too! Except for the admin part, but that’s 
important, too. Be conscious of context, respectful 
of difference, ethical in every respect: we have an 
environmental and social responsibility. Work with 
people whose company you enjoy…and enjoy the 
company of the people with whom you work be-
cause you will spend so much time with them - and 
never compromise on your integrity or on quality. 
Get enough sleep and enough exercise! Differenti-
ate between real and perceived deadlines - not all 
tasks are equally urgent! And make time for friends 
and family.

DN: Thanks, David. You’ve provided some good ad-
vice and food for thought for young professionals 
and practitioners, as well as ideas for future IFLA 
actions and programs! 

DG: Thank you, Darwina!

Urban Landscapes and 
Alpine Gardens
Join the 48th World Congress in Zurich

Lukas Handschin, Hayal Oezkan

Make a note in your 2011 calendar and be sure 
to visit the 48th IFLA World Congress in Zurich, 
Switzerland, where you can unwind, network and 
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find some great ideas for advancing your career. 
Landscape architecture professionals from around 
the globe will be meeting in Zurich for the IFLA 
World Congress on the 27th through the 29th of 
June 2011 to discuss the Congress‘ topic: Scales of 
Nature.

Verdant surroundings, mild temperatures and in-
novative design make Zurich the perfect place for a 
gathering of landscape architecture professionals.
More than 36 educational sessions, technical visits 
and social activities will be held over the three days 
of the Congress. In addition, tours will be offered 
after the Congress, which will enable you to ex-
plore Switzerland, its mountain idyll, hospitality, 
world-famous gastronomy and unique landscape.
The Congress is organized by the Bund Schweizer 
Landschaftsarchitekten und Landschaftsarchi-
tektinnen BSLA (Swiss Federation of Landscape 
Architects) and Grün Stadt Zürich, the city of 
Zurich’s Office of Parks and Open Spaces who are 
looking forward to presenting you with an interest-
ing agenda. 

The city of Zurich has many public parks and green 
spaces. Each of these parks embodies a piece of 
the city’s history and is witness to the changing 
relationship between man and nature.

The demands made on public open space have 
changed over time. Promenading used to be an 
important aspect, but today the emphasis lies on 
the multiple uses provided by parks. The last de-
cade has seen the construction of new and innova-
tive parks, mainly in the northern parts of Zurich, 
which meet the challenges of our times.

The many functions of Oerliker Park, which opened 
in 2001, are enhanced by a water feature as well 
as a pavilion that accommodates the facilities 
required for various events. An intervention zone 
along the clearing was set aside for recreation and 
play in response to the wishes of the local resi-
dents. A tower provides vertical access through the 
tree canopies and beyond the building’s horizon. 
It is reminiscent of the industrial chimney stacks 
that used to stand here and reflects humanity’s 

Oerliker Park

MFO Park
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age-old desire for long views and distance. Zurich’s 
city council selected Oerlikerpark, designed by the 
project team Zulauf, Seippel, Schweingruber Land-
schaftsarchitekten and Hubacher und Haerle Archi-
tekten, as exemplary for a conscientious construc-
tion ethos and architectural achievement and gave 
it the city of Zurich’s award for good architecture.

Until the 1990s Oerlikon was dominated by in-
dustrial buildings. For around 100 years the site of 
the MFO Park was occupied by the engine factory 
Maschinenfabrik Oerlikon (MFO), which gave the 
park its name. The park’s innovative concept traces 
the volume of the demolished industrial buildings. 
MFO Park, designed by Burckhardt+Partner and 
Raderschall Landschaftsarchitekten AG, has won 
many national and international awards since its 
opening in 2002.

MFO Park accommodates various activities: neigh-
borhood fetes, open air cinema, theatre perfor-
mances, concerts and other events are possible. 
Some spaces in between are used as small garden 
rooms and, like boxes at the opera, and present 
views into the hall. The sundeck on the roof of-
fers panoramic views across the urban quarter. 
The park’s character changes with the seasons; 
in winter the structure becomes visible and then 
disappears during the course of the growing sea-
son beneath green layers of vegetation. In autumn 
the park is aglow with the red foliage of Virginia 
creeper.

Louis Häfliger Park opened in 2003 and lies in 
heterogeneous surroundings, nestled between 

Louis Häfliger Park 

housing estates, industrial and service sector build-
ings. It was envisaged as a neighborhood park. The 
proposal by landscape architects Kuhn Truninger is 
based on dissolving the boundaries between park, 
industry and housing. Similar to a patchwork quilt 
composed of different pieces, the various fields 
meet and are united into one whole.

Eight grass pyramids in the lawn reveal aspects 
of the local history. They form the quasi protu-
berances of the conspicuous lawn funnels of the 
former ammunition huts. The park’s patchwork is 
complemented with a band of play equipment for 
toddlers, a blue sports pitch for ball games and a 
timber stage.

In their concept for Wahlenpark the team of de-
signers, Dipol Landschaftsarchitekten, Basle and 
Christopher T.Hunziker,Zurich, envisaged a multi-
functional space for play and movement to be 
used by local residents and young people from the 
nearby school.

The park comprises three sections: a bosquet, a 
playing field and a promenade. The playing field, 
which is uncharacteristically open for the surround-
ing area, comprises four distinct functional ele-
ments: a vast sculptural lighting mast, a robust ball 
stop net, a paddling pool with a wide concrete rim 
and a shade structure, all of which offer a contrast 
to the monochromatic lawn.

Wahlenpark
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The website of IFLA’s 48th World Congress pro-
vides you with ample and continuously updated 
information about the program, the key note 
speakers, and the sessions dealing with a wide vari-
ety of topics about the challenges and solutions for 
urban, periurban and rural landscape architecture 
projects. Furthermore, you get informed about the 
technical visits, the post-congress tours and other 
events in the course of the Congress.

Check it out and register at www.ifla2011.com

A REVERENCE FOR AFRICA
Paying their respects for next year’s venue in 
South Africa the Swiss Federation of Landscape 
Architects is supporting a delegation of ten profes-
sionals from the African continent by waiving their 
registration fee.

Everyone else interested in attending the Congress 
can save money by booking before 31 March. Reg-
ister now! www.ifla2011.com/registration

1st IFLA APR Symposium 
on Landscape Architecture
Education  SOLARE 2011
Greetings from the Institute of Landscape Archi-
tects Malaysia (ILAM). We are delighted to an-
nounce that the Institute of Landscape Architects
Malaysia (ILAM) with the collaboration of the 
International Federation of Landscape Architects 
Asia Pacific Region (IFLA-APR) will organize the 
first Symposium on Landscape Architecture Educa-
tion, SOLARE 2011 at Putrajaya, Malaysia’s admin-
istrative center, from March 30th to April 1st 2011,
followed by social events on April 2nd 2011 in Kuala 
Lumpur.

Themed ‘Asia Pacific’s Landscape Architectural 
Education in the 21st Century: Bridging Cultural & 
Green Issues’, the 4-day symposium will include 
the presentation of country reports from member 
countries, keynote paper presentations, oral paper 
presentations from educators and practitioners, 
parallel workshops as well as student exhibitions.

THE SYMPOSIUM AIMS TO:
a. Provide opportunities for landscape architecture 
educators to share, understand, acknowledge, and 
seek improvement to approaches in landscape 
architecture education in each member country.
b. Provide a forum for discussion on future trends 
and innovations in landscape architecture educa-
tion.
c. Provide opportunities to develop networks 
among educators within the region.
d. Explore the potential for developing common 
educational accreditation standards among mem-
ber countries in the region.
e. Build and strengthen linkages between aca-
demia, practitioners, and related industries in the 
region.

The themes of the symposium focus on existing 
modes as well as future trends in landscape archi-
tecture education offered by countries in the Asia-
Pacific Region. As the region faces new challenges 
such as issues of sustainability, climate change, 
and other emerging green issues, there is a need to 
take a serious look at how landscape architecture 
education can best prepare the landscape archi-
tecture profession to meet these challenges and 
remain relevant in changing times. At the same 
time the rich and diverse cultures inherited from 
past generations in each land within the region 
should be explored and perhaps adapted and in-
corporated into new approaches for the profession 
to function more effectively on a global platform in 
the new century.

SUBTHEMES THAT WILL BE ADDRESSED DURING 
THE SYMPOSIUM INCLUDE:

Theoretical and Philosophical Approaches to 
Landscape Architecture Education in Asia

New Research and Innovation in the Teaching 

•

•
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and Learning of Landscape Architecture
Developing Regional Standards of Landscape 

Architecture Education and Student Exchange 
Programs

Linking Landscape Architecture Education and 
Employers’ Needs

As part of the Symposium, IFLA APR member 
countries are required to submit a written country 
report to the organizer by e-mail and then make a 
20-minute presentation concerning landscape ar-
chitectural education in her/his respective country 
during the symposium.

A COUNTRY REPORT SHOULD INCLUDE 
THE FOLLOWING:
1. Brief history of landscape architecture education 
in the country.
2. Overall structure of landscape architecture 
education (e.g. schools, polytechnics, universities, 
etc.) in the country.
3. List of universities offering accredited and non-
accredited landscape architecture programs.
4. The state of landscape architecture practice and 
market demand, (such as number of landscape 
architects, student employability and employee 
expectations)
5. Brief description of national accrediting agency/
agencies (if available).
6. Future direction of the country’s landscape ar-
chitecture education.
7. Challenges facing the country’s landscape archi-
tecture education.

* It is recommended that the country report be 
presented by the President or her/his representa-
tive of each member association.
** There should not be more than 15 slides for 
each country report presentation.

Deadline for Report Submission 28 February 2011
Date of Presentation 30 March 2011
Email for submission: solare.ifla@gmail.com
Website: http://www.ilamalaysia.org/solare

The organizer would also like to request that APR 
members bring published journals or books on re-

•

•

lated issues from their own countries to be exhib-
ited at the symposium venue. Should you have any 
enquiries, please feel free to call our Secretariat or
email us.

We look forward to meeting you in Malaysia.
Thank you.
Yours faithfully,
Mohd Fadrillah Mohd Taib
SOLARE 2011 Organizing Chairman
President, Institute of Landscape Architects 
Malaysia (ILAM)

International Conference
1-3 June, 2011
St. Petersburg, Russia
The conference program will include; Landscape 
Architecture Projects: from Theory to Technical 
Implementation. New Tendencies and Perspectives

SUBTHEMES
Innovative approaches in landscape architecture 

and their implementations (sustainable design, 
green roofs, green walls etc.)

Vision for future landscape architecture projects: 
from single to intersensory design

Vision of young generation (students, graduates 
and young practitioners)

Nordic and Russian perspectives in landscape 
architecture

Theories and methods for practical landscape 
design

FORMAT
Day one: 
Keynote presentations and sessions.  Introduction 
of a pilot study

Day two:
Parallel sessions and team discussions

Day three: 
Finalizing and discussion of the vision for a pilot 
study. Mobile charrette

•

•

•

•

•
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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE:
Russian Federation
Administration of St. Petersburg
Larisa Kanunikova 
President of Association of Landscape Architects 
of CIS (ALACIS), 
Taissia Wolftrub
St. Petersburg Forest Technical Academy
Irina Melnichuk
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Tuula Eriksson
Per Berg
Maria Ignatieva
Damée, Vallet et Associés, FRANCE
Olivier Damée 
Studio Architettura Paesaggio (Italy)
Mariachiara Pozzana 

Mailing Address:
Institutski Pereulok, 5 FTA
194021, St.-Petersburg, Russia
Tel. +7-812-550-02-53, Fax: +7-812-550-08-15
If you have a common question, please write 
Email to:
contact@icon-la.org

If you wish to send your abstract, please address 
an Email to: 
contact@icon-la.org

If you have a question about Russian visa, accom-
modation etc., please write on Email:
accomodation@icon-la.org

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
Participants are invited to submit abstracts related 
to themes as announced above.
PREPARATION OF ABSTRACTS
Abstracts are required for all presentations, includ-
ing posters. The abstract should comprise three 
parts (Title, authors (including mailing address and 
email), and abstract), maximum 500 words (Times 
New Roman, 12 pt and left justified), 3-4 main ref-
erences and 3 illustrations (JPEG format, titles for 
illustrations should be provided).

The due date for abstracts is 28th February 2011.
Conference proceedings based on presented ab-
stracts will be published (in Russian and English).

EXCURSIONS AND CULTURAL PROGRAM:
Visits to various historical and modern public parks 
and St. Petersburg sightseeing (e.g. the Hermit-
age) are part of the program, additional costs will 
be announced.

B O O K   R E V I E W
A Career In Landscape
by Brenda Colvin
Reviewed by Trish Gibson

SELLING POINTS
* Brenda Colvin (1897-1981) ranks with Sylvia  
Crowe and Geoffrey Jellicoe as a pioneer of twenti-
eth-century landscape design in Britain 
* The first full account of this ground-breaking 
female professional’s life and work
* Draws on Colvin’s personal notebook and uses 
previously unpublished material
* Colvin’s work includes the landscapes of Didcot 
Power Station and the University of East Anglia

ABOUT THIS BOOK
Early in her career Colvin visited the USA to see the 
new civic landscaping projects, especially the park-
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ways. In England she transformed the landscapes 
of power stations, reservoirs, industrial sites, new 
towns and national parks and worked on private 
gardens. Her simple planting style and her eco-
logical approach had enormous influence. Colvin 
championed the profession of landscape architect 
as a founding member and president of the Land-
scape Institute. Her books Land and Landscape 
and Trees for Town and Country remain standard
works. Hal Moggridge, who became her partner; 
has written the foreword to this book. 

Trish Gibson has had full access to the archives of 
Colvin & Moggridge. Little Peacocks, Colvin’s gar-
den in Gloucestershire, is kept as it was in her day. 
TRISH GIBSON is a garden journalist with a regular 
gardening column. She is a recorder for the Corn-
wall Gardens Trust and editor of their journal. Her 
own garden is open under the National Gardens 
Scheme and she lives in Bodmin, Cornwall.

Febuary 3rd 2011
£ 35.00
9780711231719
Hardback
287 x 230 mm
240 pages
200 color and b/w illustrations
BICs: WMB Gardens (descriptions,
history etc), BG Biography: general
Territories: All
World Rights Available

Frances Lincoln Ltd.
Publishers
4 Torriano Mews Torriano Avenue
London NW5 2RZ
Phone: 02072844009 Fax: 02074850490
sales@frances-lincoln.com
www.franceslincoln.com

CORRECTION
“In my last report for IFLA news I omitted to in-
clude a very important element regarding one of 
the events that I attended on behalf of EFLA in the 
early part of 2010. Although I mentioned that my 
invitation to Cracow, Poland was for an inaugural 
presentation on behalf of the Polish professional 
organization I omitted a fundamental fact that the 
occasion was also to celebrate and promote the 
TOPOS Landscape Awards 2010. I must apologize 
to all of our colleagues at TOPOS for this very basic 
error who’s work and endeavours on behalf of our 
profession deserve to be much applauded. We at 
IFLA and EFLA place great value on our relation-
ship with the internationally renowned publication 
and I hope that this relationship will continue to 
blossom and develop for very many years to come.

Nigel Thorne, President, EFLA; Vice-president 
(Europe), IFLA
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