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Once again, we 
have reached 
the end of the 
Year! 2011 has 
been a wonder-
ful year for me 
as I have had 
the opportunity 
to share many 
unforgettable 

moments with the IFLA community all around the 
World! I consider myself an incredibly lucky person 
with friends throughout the planet. In reality, we 
are all lucky, as  we are all IFLA members, partners 
in the promotion of landscape and  by extension, 
not only colleagues but also friends. We are also  
lucky because we love our profession and we know 
that we have the capacity to contribute to a better 
world!

Working together, we have accomplished many 
things this last year! We have been working hard to 
promote the International Landscape Convention 
as well as the Regional and National Charter initia-
tives. We had the opportunity to see the Jinzhou 
project develop and to spend time with some of 
the participants. We had both regional and nation-
al meetings, we worked on shared projects with 
our partners and we have successfully founded the 
African Region of IFLA!!!

Thank you to everyone: chairs and committee par-
ticipants, delegates, and all landscape architects 
and professional partners doing wonderful things 
for our very dear Mother Earth!!!

Enjoy this wonderful issue of IFLA-News as a Holi-
day present!!!

With a very special and very big hug,

Desiree Martínez

FROM THE PRESIDENT The New African Region of IFLA

James Taylor & P. G. Ngunjiri

The process for establishing IFLA’s new African 
Region was initiated over five years ago with the 
appointment of an Africa Committee.  Previously, 
African nations that were members of IFLA were a 
part of the Central Region which was comprised of 
both the European and African continents.  When 
the European Region was established to focus on 
the common interests of that area, Africa became 
an orphan.  Then IFLA President, Martha Fajardo 
appointed a special committee headed by Profes-
sor James Taylor.  The objective of the committee 
was to investigate the ways and means to form a 
new region to serve Africa.

The membership of the committee was expanded 
to include representation from both inside of Africa 
and externally and included David Gibbs (South Af-
rica), Abigail Khonje (Malawi), Robert Kariuki (Ke-
nya), Niyi Kehinde (Nigeria), Hitesh Mehta (Kenya 
& USA), Martha Fajardo (IFLA), Ingrid Duchhart 
(Europe) and Jala Makhzoumi (Middle East/North-
ern Africa).  The first step was to identify landscape 
architects in all parts of Africa.  This growing list 
became the African Network that included educa-
tors and practitioners from throughout Africa and 
others interested in advancing the profession in 
Africa.  Communication was facilitated through 
email.

In 2007, a proposal was developed and supported 
by the IFLA World Council to hold a forum to estab-
lish a strategy to support the profession in Africa.  
The purpose of the IFLA Africa Forum was to bring 
together the leaders within the profession from 
Africa and other parts of the world to examine key 
issues, opportunities and needs for the region and 
to develop an action plan.  The Forum was held on 
January 22, 2008, concurrently with an IFLA Execu-
tive Committee meeting.  Following the presenta-
tions and a round table discussion, action items 
were proposed in six areas of professional devel-
opment and cooperation: 1) improve recognition 
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of the profession; 2) expand educational capacity; 
3) engage existing associations, individual mem-
bers and organize new associations; 4) improve 
communication; 5) capacity building; and 6) seek 
external support and partners.

The Forum was followed up in 2009 by a mission 
to Africa by then President Diane Menzies and 
Committee Chair James Taylor.  The purpose of 
the mission was to meet the profession “on the 
ground”, expand contacts, review the state of the 
profession and provide advice for the 2012 IFLA 
World Congress to be held in South Africa.  The 
mission started in South Africa where two universi-
ties’ programs in landscape architecture (Pretoria 
was established in 1971 and Cape Town in 2000) 
were visited, as well as representatives from the 
professional association which was founded in 
1962 and the registration body.  The profession is 
well established in South Africa and can serve as 
a model for the rest of Africa.  The visit to Malawi 
represented the other extreme.  Little progress has 
been made since the IFLA Central Region Sympo-
sium was held there in 1991.  Leading ministries, 
representatives from the landscape industry and 
Banda College were all visited under the guidance 
of local landscape architect Abigail Khonje.  Abigail 
is now doing an advanced degree in the UK and has 
plans to offer a course in landscape architecture in 
the future.  The next stop was Uganda where Pro-
fessor Mark Olweny was host.  We toured Uganda’s 
Martyrs University where a program in landscape 
architecture was in the process of establishment.  
Again ministries were visited and we attended 
presentations given at a meeting of the architec-
tural association in Kampala.  The next stop was 
Kenya and meetings were held with UN agencies; 
UN-Habitat and UNEP in Nairobi.  Kenya has a well 
established association and a university program 
at Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and 
Technology where there are nearly 100 students 
enrolled. The faculty agreed to consider hosting 
a symposium to further advance the profession.  
Nigeria was the final stop.  Niyi Kehinde, senior 
landscape architect for the Capital Region and 
president of SLAN, organized an extensive tour 
with visits to government officials, two universities 

and other leaders.  Nigeria has the second largest 
professional group in Africa and the University of 
Lagos has an established MLA program.  Educa-
tional opportunities are available at other universi-
ties and colleges as well. 

A workshop on Africa was held as part of the 2011 
IFLA World Congress in Zurich and provided an op-
portunity for the participants to introduce them-
selves, provide information and raise issues.  There 
were African representatives from Niger, Nigeria, 
South Africa and Tunisia present, as well as a num-
ber of members of the IFLA Africa Committee and 
other interested parties.  The organizing commit-
tee sponsored congress registration for students 
and young African practitioners.

Our final project in support of the African Strategy 
was to assist in the organization of the 2011 IFLA 
Symposium: Landscape Architecture Education 
and Practice in Africa.  The highly successful con-
ference had nearly 200 delegates from many parts 
of Africa.  One of the objectives of the event was to 
hold an organizational meeting for the new African 
Region.  Representatives from three IFLA member 
African countries: Kenya, Nigeria and South Africa 
served as voting delegates.  The new IFLA associa-
tion from Morocco was unable to send a delegate 
but filed a report.  Also, the delegate from Malawi 
was unable to attend due to her studies in the UK.  
Five other African countries in attendance included 
Niger, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.  
Also represented were members of the IFLA Africa 
Committee, IFLA past President Martha Fajardo 
and IFLA President Desiree Martinez.   The IFLA Af-
rica Committee recommended that the group hold 
an election to establish interim leadership.  The 
positions would include:  a Regional Vice President 
who would represent Africa on the IFLA Executive 
Committee, a Treasurer and a Secretary.  It was 
proposed and agreed that representatives from 
the member countries present (Kenya, Nigeria and 
South Africa) would each nominate individuals for 
each position.  The nominations for Vice President 
were Prof. Ngunjiri, Niyi Kehinde and David Gibbs; 
Treasurer included Neil Dunstan and Niyi Kehinde 
and Secretary were Herman De Lange and Graham 
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Young.  An election was held on day two of the 
meeting and the results were:

Africa Region Vice President:  Prof. P G. Ngunjiri 
(Kenya)
Treasurer:  Niyi Kehinde (Nigeria)   
Secretary:  Herman De Lange (South Africa)

On the final day of the Symposium, Vice president 
Ngunjiri called an inaugural meeting of the Afri-
can Region and outlined the following agenda for 
action in the coming months.  Major initiatives 
included efforts to improve recognition which 
includes both statutory and general awareness of 
the profession, educational standards and accredi-
tation systems, the encouragement of new indi-
vidual members from non-organized countries, the 
development of a Landscape Charter for Africa, the 
establishment of new national and/or sub-regional 
associations, the improvement of communication 
including the IFLA Africa webpage, and the cre-
ation of an academic journal for Africa.  

The first IFLA Africa Region meeting under the 
interim EXCO will take place in Uganda, June 2012. 
The IFLA Regional symposium held in Kenya (Octo-
ber, 2011) identified Pretoria, South Africa to house 
the regional secretariat for educational standards 
and accreditation systems, and JKUAT (Kenya) to 
steer publication of the first Regional Landscape 
Architecture Academic Journal to be launched at 
the 2012 IFLA World Congress to be held in South 
Africa.  The IFLA Africa Region meeting in Uganda, 
June 2012, will discuss and determine the composi-
tion of the accreditation team as well as the home 
and editors of the academic journal.

The IFLA Africa Region EXCO will aim at launch-
ing two landscape architecture university degree 
programs within the next two years.  Priority 
will be given to the regional blocks without such 
programs.  It would be of much success if these 
programs were launched in both Francophone, 
and North African nations.  On the 20th of Novem-
ber 2011, I wrote to my colleagues in Africa and 
pleaded with them to support the IFLA Region 
EXCO interim committee in establishing degree 

programs with nationals of concerned republics 
taking the lead for ownership sake.  My commu-
nication was basically a guide on how to establish 
such programs which was informed by the JKUAT 
(Kenya) experience.

The IFLA Africa Region will have to popularize both 
landscape architecture education and the profes-
sion.  Launched university degree programs will 
out of necessity be accompanied by concerted 
efforts to heighten awareness of the profession 
in the given countries.  IFLA Africa Region meet-
ings, which I propose to be annual, will be used as 
a platform to popularize both the landscape archi-
tecture profession and education.  Africa Regional 
blocks with an adequate number of professionals 
will be encouraged to hold their meetings in an ef-
fort to prepare their input at the IFLA Africa Region 
meeting(s).  The IFLA Africa Region EXCO ought to 
take a week annually, at least in the first years, to 
travel and promote the profession unto the various 
African governments, and international organiza-
tions, particularly those interested in Africa devel-
opment.

The IFLA Africa Region should have a magazine 
released quarterly that is 2-4 pages in length.  The 
magazine would highlight: the profession as it 
evolves in Africa; present, emerging and future 
environmental problems affecting Africa which can 
be addressed by the involvement of Landscape 
Architects; relevant jobs/projects advertised in the 
various African nations; landscape education as 
well as new graduates; and international bodies/
multinationals that sympathize with the profes-
sion.

The IFLA Africa Region interim EXCO will lobby to 
establish two annual competitions, one for stu-
dents and the other one for practitioners; while 
that of students can be theoretical, that of practi-
tioners will exhibit current projects.

The IFLA Africa Region needs a domestic land-
scape charter and other policies to guide its opera-
tions.  The region also needs to recruit more IFLA 
national members who would be more effective in 
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lobbying their respective governments as well as 
fostering the profession.  This will go hand in hand 
with the development of an inventory of landscape 
architects in the region.  We shall liaise with various 
departments of landscape architecture all over the 
world in an effort to achieve this task.

As illustrated above, the IFLA Africa interim EXCO 
has set out the objectives and the agenda for the 
Africa Region both short-and long-term.  Goodwill 
both in terms of human resources, particularly in 
establishing new academic programs and funding 
will enable the profession to effectively address 
environmental problems facing Africa.

Landscape  Architecture  
Education  in  Africa 

Hitesh Mehta  FASLA  MAAKLA

THE BEGINNING
When you really come to think of it, Landscape 
Architecture education, in its informal sense, 
FIRST began in a region that currently encompass-
es Northern Kenya and Southern Ethiopia where 
the earliest fossils of humans and their habitation 
were discovered.  In fact, scientists had a few years 
ago (Science magazine Oct. 2009) announced the 
discovery of the oldest fossil skeleton of a human 
ancestor. This skeleton was named “Ardi” and was 
identified as Ardipithecus ramidus .  Ardi’s fossils 
were discovered in Ethiopia’s harsh Afar desert at a 
site called Aramis in the Middle Awash region.  Ra-
diometric dating of two layers of volcanic ash that 
tightly sandwiched the fossil deposits revealed 
that Ardi lived 4.4 million years ago. 

The find reveals that our forebears underwent a 
previously unknown stage of evolution more than 
a million years before Lucy, the iconic early hu-
man ancestor specimen that walked the Earth 3.2 
million years ago. Judging from the evolution of 
landscape architecture design, one can safely con-
clude that at some point between Ardi and Lucy, 

there must have been informal Landscape Archi-
tecture education in Africa that got passed from 
generation to generation. It is therefore surprising 
to observe the TOTAL lack of recognition for these 
earliest landscapes in every single landscape archi-
tecture history book which unfortunately focus on 
European, Asian and North American landscapes. 

FORMAL EDUCATION AND SYMPOSIUMS
Formal landscape architecture education on the 
African Continent first began in apartheid South 
Africa with the undergraduate program at the Uni-
versity of Pretoria which was taught in Afrikaans.  
It was here that one of the better known directors, 
Dr. Willem van Riet, introduced GIS as an analysis 
and planning tool in the early nineties.  In other 
parts of Africa, the only country that had any kind 
of formal education was Kenya. Several interna-
tionally qualified landscape architects (Frederic 
Groutenhuis and Melanie Richards) were provid-
ing adjunct LA teaching services at the University 
of Nairobi Architecture Dept. and taught one-off 
lectures in the early 80’s. It was not until 1990 how-
ever, that formal Landscape Architecture studios, 
courses and seminars were taught at the University 
of Nairobi, Kenya by the likes of Prof. Ngunjiri, 
Hitesh Mehta and Robert Kariuki all of whom had 
been trained in the USA or Canada. In 1993, Hitesh 
went on to teach the first ever English class on the 
Theory and History of Landscape Architecture in 
Africa. It should be noted that Kenya had at this 

The Faculty of Architecture, Design and Development (ADD) , Nairobi Kenya
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time, a government sanctioned Landscape Archi-
tects Chapter which was comprised of multi-racial 
members. 

IFLA at this point saw the rise of landscape ar-
chitecture in Kenya and with the assistance of 
UNESCO,  helped fund the first ever Symposium 
on Landscape Architecture Education in Africa in 
1994. Zvi Miller, an IFLA executive member at that 
time, had the vision of Africa one day having its 
own region and for Kenya to have its own Master’s 
Program. The symposium, locally organized by 
Robert Kariuki (then Chair of the Landscape Archi-
tects Chapter) and Hitesh Mehta ( then Secretary 
of the Landscape Architects Chapter ), was mainly 
attended by a few International members of IFLA, 
Kenyan landscape architects, architects and archi-
tecture students from the University of Nairobi. 
Unfortunately there were not enough funds to 
invite anyone from South Africa and so the sym-
posium was not as successful as one would have 
hoped. The one agreement that came about was 
the establishment of a Master’s Program at the 
University of Nairobi which IFLA would help sup-
port. However, this promise went dormant (prob-
ably due to the membership crisis with the US, 
England and other countries) and therefore plans 
for a Master’s program were sadly shelved.

While this drama was developing in Kenya, South 
Africa began its first graduate program at the 

University of Cape Town. Bernard Oberholzer, a 
US trained landscape architect, was the first Head 
of the Department and he is widely regarded as 
having given the department a strong identity and 
focus. UCT has now the most established graduate 
program in Africa and the fact that their students 
were awarded three of the four awards at the first 
and most recent Student Competition shows that 
the program is producing creative students. The 
convener of this program is Clinton Hindes. 

It was not until 2005 that the first undergraduate 
program (Jomo Kenyatta University of Agricul-
ture and Technology) outside of South Africa was 
founded.  The catalyst was an architecture lecturer, 
Kingondu who was ably supported by Prof. Ngun-
jiri who had moved to JKUAT in the early nineties. 
The department is now one-of only two under-
graduate programs in Africa and the ONLY current 
professional undergraduate program (5 years) on 
the continent.  This, due to the fact that the land-
scape architecture program at the University of 
Pretoria was changed to a two-stage program; the 
BSc (LArch) is a three-year degree along with the 
Master of Landscape Architecture degree which 
is a Professional degree. Graham Young, a well 
known LA from Pretoria, has strongly guided this 
program. 

At the IFLA level, Martha Fajardo, a Colombian LA, 
had been appointed IFLA President. She took over 
from where Zvi Miller had left off and re-ignited 
the vision for an Africa Region. Prof. Jim Taylor 
from Canada was elected to spearhead the Com-Zvi Miller (center) discussing with co-organizer Hitesh Mehta at the Symposium on Landscape 

Architecture Education in Africa

Graham Young (right) and Prof. Piet Vosloo are both teaching at the University of Pretoria.
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Graham Young (right) and Prof. Piet Vosloo are both teaching at the University of Pretoria.

mittee on Africa Education. He organized a session 
on Dubai in 2008 and then followed with an Africa 
visit of several countries with then IFLA President 
Dr. Diane Menzies. This trip was truly the catalyst 
in understanding the state of LA education in Afri-
ca. Hitesh Mehta, now living in the US, then made 
several trips to Kenya to investigate the possibility 
of having a second Symposium on LA Education 
in Africa and after almost two years of planning, 
the much anticipated gathering finally took place 
at the JKUAT, Kenya.  All three African IFLA mem-
bers; South Africa, Nigeria and Kenya were well 
represented and for the FIRST time in the 69 –year 
history of IFLA, an African Region was created!  
With the personal presence of Desiree Martinez, 
the President of IFLA, Jim and Martha (all cham-
pions of African Landscape Architecture) an Africa 
Region was created with the esteemed academic, 
Prof. Ngunjiri elected as chairman. Additionally 
present at this symposium was another ardent 
supporter of African landscape Architecture - Ingrid 
Duchart.  The papers presented on education were 
of a high caliber and the positive feedback received 
from the over 100 participants  of this symposium 
proved the event to be a resounding success. 

THE FUTURE OF LA EDUCATION IN AFRICA
Without a doubt, the future is rosy.  Currently there 

Some of the participants at the IFLA 2011 Symposium on LA Education in Africa

are five other programs in the process of comple-
tion - Nigeria has three programs and will soon be 
graduating its first class. In  Uganda and Ethiopia, 
programs are in their initial phases.  Interestingly, 
the only two African countries which are men-
tioned in western written landscape architecture 
books as having any LA history, Egypt ( Pyramids) 
and Morocco ( Moorish Gardens) do not have any 
formal LA education even today!  

Emphasis on African LA history and projects needs 
to be made in African schools and we should not 
simply replicate what western schools are teach-
ing especially when it comes to history.  The prob-
lems of Africa are unique and need to be solved 
by Africans. More African case studies need to be 
taught; such as the Churches of Lalibella, Ethiopia; 
Dogon and Ashante Villages; Islamic towns such 
as Fez and Djenne ( Mali); the ruins of Zimbabwe 
and Thim Lich Ohinga (Kenya) and Thulamela (S. 
Africa) ; the paleontological landscapes of Olduvai 
Gorge, the Cradle of Mankind, Koobi Fora , Afar 
etc…and of course the traditional landscape archi-
tecture of the hundreds of village tribes in Africa. 

Without a doubt, landscape architecture 
education in Africa is  on the rise! 
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P R O J E C T 
Long Breath in 
Democratic Design! 
Dr. Ingrid Duchhart , Wageningen University

Urbanization like elsewhere in Africa took a firm 
root in Kenya. Over the last decades, not only the 
capital Nairobi tripled its population, but also the 
many smaller urban centers doubled or tripled in 
size. At the end of the previous century, the Ke-
nyan Government embarked on 5-year develop-
ment plans for each town and urban center to help 
planning for such unprecedented urban growth. 
Many towns focused on infrastructure and ser-
vices, among others, the construction of markets 
and slaughterhouses. The protection of natural 
resources, such as springs, and fertile land for food 
production were insufficiently addressed.  The 
Kenyan government acknowledged this and initi-
ated the Green Towns Project together with Wa-
geningen University, The Netherlands. This project 
entailed a large variety of activities and projects, 
here I present you how we, together with the local 
community designed and implemented the reno-
vation of the regional market of Kisii town while re-
specting natural resources and existing conditions. 

A START – DEVELOPING STRATEGIES KISII 
The design of the market was preceded by the 
development of a landscape development plan for 
Kisii Town. Even though data was not readily avail-
able, the design of the plan that would guide urban 
growth in an environmentally sensitive way was 
relatively easy. The major challenge lay in how to 
plan for urban growth with insufficient public land 
to expand, extremely limited budgets to purchase 
land, and a restricted say on the use of freehold 
land. We thought out a three-pronged strategy: 

- Low-cost solutions and low-maintenance inter-
ventions

- Interventions were structured in coherent pro  
   grams

- Incentives for private urban initiatives, such as,          
  the provision of all-weather roads as stimuli for                       
  urban development in areas designated for   
  urbanization

- Incentives for private rural initiatives, by taking   
  care those farmers do well so that they safeguard     
  natural resources. 

The renovation of the Daraja Mbili market was part 
of the development plan. Although the renova-
tion of the market was one of the municipalities 
priorities, the municipality portrayed a somewhat 
“wait and see” attitude. We decided that the 
design of the Daraja Mbili market had to be truly 
participatory to guarantee the long-term care and 
maintenance of the market. It was also our task to 
show that an environmentally sensitive, landscape-
based design (Illustration 1) would contribute to a 
more affordably built, more beautiful, and durable 
market.
Illustration 1: To create public awareness for environment sensitive design. The Green 
Towns Project distributed twenty thousand posters with cartoon-like illustrations of pos-
sible futures. Here, the artist impression of a well designed market.   
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DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION,DARAJA MBILI MARKET
In 1992, the actual implementation of the Daraja 
Mbili  market took off with a charrette to mobilize 
all stakeholders and clarify responsibilities.  Par-
ticipants included government officials, teachers, 
NGO staff, businessmen and women, and market 
sellers. After a field trip, the participants,  placed 
the market in a wider watershed context (Illustra-
tion 2) and decided that protective soil-conserva-
tion measures were needed (Illustrations 3 and 4).  
The market itself had to be terraced (Illustration 
5) and trees were to improve the micro-climate. In 
addition, the participants indicated the need for 
toilet facilities. The participants listed their own 
local and district resources with regard to knowl-
edge, labor, materials, finances and the support 
they required from the Green Towns Project.  At 
the closure of the charrette, the participants 

elected an action group (Kisii Green Towns Action 
Group) who was to facilitate the implementation 
of the market. 

The action group together with the town engineer 
administered a survey. We helped with the design. 
The action group organized the implementation 
of trash lines at the head of the catchment area. 
In collaboration with a local training school, they 
produced culverts while the Green Towns Project 
provided the cement. The town engineer set out 
the road alignments and volunteers dug the drains.  
Simultaneously, the action group carried out the 
construction of a Zambian toilet and started up a 
tree nursery.

The construction of the market itself was contract-
ed out and financed by the overall Green Towns 

Illustration 1: To create public awareness for environment sensitive design. The Green 
Towns Project distributed twenty thousand posters with cartoon-like illustrations of pos-
sible futures. Here, the artist impression of a well designed market.   

Illustration 2: Bird’s eye view of the Daraja Mbili Market (old situation). The image shows the location of the market at the foot of the 
Nyanchwa hill.  Storm-water run-off causes serious erosion.  

Illustration 3 and 4: Images show the old eroded side of the market before and after the construction of the new 
drain. The pictures are taken at more or less the same position.  
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Illustration 5: The newly constructed market just before the official opening.

Illustration 6: The market photographed by Janneke van de Wetering in 2006. Janneke visited Kisii unannounced to 
monitor the condition of the market. The market was well used and in an unexpectedly good condition.
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Project. The terraces and the retaining walls were 
made from stones taken from a nearby quarry. The 
red colored murram of the terrace floor and the 
stones gave the market a distinct “Kisii” character 
(Illustration 5). The action group never lost its moti-
vation even though, they had to deal with slack-
ing surveyors, volunteers, and complications with 
the contractor. They had to manage conflict with 
local residents as the newly dug drains prohibited 
easy access to their houses and with councilors 
who wanted their share. In 1995, the action group 
organized an official opening by the Permanent 
Secretary of the Ministry of Local Government, 
other senior-most government officers and the 
Royal Netherlands Ambassador.  Important to 
note, is that with this official opening, the Kenyan 
government showed its commitment to a com-
munity-based landscape approach. The work of 
the action group was filmed and aired on television 
and featured in training programs.      

CONCLUSIONS
Notwithstanding the earlier mentioned difficulties, 
the road and market project was well appreciated 
by the community. New shops were established 
alongside the improved road, the retaining walls of 
the terraces functioned as a clean space to exhibit 
the market products; the income (for the munici-
pality) of the market tripled and erosion remained 
under control. In 1996, the Kisii action group initi-
ated a composting group that recycled the green 
waste from the market. The Kisii action group took 
up the initiative to spread the Green Towns’ word 
and started new action groups in neighboring vil-
lages. 

Illustration 6 shows the market 10 years after the 
opening. Did the market develop as we had envi-
sioned? Yes and no! We (as professional landscape 
architects) can see shortcomings. Is it a success 
– yes! Nothing is for eternity. 10 years of success 
is a great survival rate for such fast growing and 
changing environments. The Kisii people are proud 
of their market. To them, the market became a 
beautiful and efficient place. The action group 
became a guide to many other groups. Congratu-
lations, Kisii Green Towns Action Group, for a job 
well done!
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Project (EUDTP), Majestic Printer Works, Nairobi, 2 
posters

Donde, G., 2000, Participatory Evaluative Progress 
Rerport on Green Towns Environmental Initiatives 
Asction Groups of Kisii, Kisumu, Eldoret, Mariakani, 
Mtwapa, and Runyenjes, Ministry of Local Govern-
ment, Urban Planning and Environment Unit, 111 p.

Duchhart, I. 2007. Designing Sustainable Land-
scapes From Experience to Theory, A Process of 
Reflective Learning from Case-study Projects in 
Kenya, Wageningen University, Ponsen en Looyen, 
Wageningen, 224 pg

Environment Management Services (EMS). 1995. Im-
pact Analysis of “Real-life” Example Towns, A report 
of an evaluation of the environmental, economic, 
and social impacts of environmental improvement 
projects by the EUDTP in Kisii, Homa Bay and Busia 
Towns, Environment and Urban Development Train-
ing Project (EUDTP), Nairobi, 94 p.

Environment and Urban Development Training 
Project and Agricultural Information Centre, 1995a, 
Make Your Town a Green Town, Seven videos of aver-
age ten minutes each (Who cares?, A workshop at 
work, The crying hills, working together, Make your 
town a green town, What can we do? And Taking 
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action) directed and produced by Deborah Kingsland 
and I. Duchhart, total 70 minutes

Environment and Urban Development Training 
Project and Agricultural Information Centre, 1996a, 
Summarizing Video Green Towns Project Training Ap-
proach produced and directed by Deborah Kingsland 
en I. Duchhart, 25 minute

Gathuru Kuria, P. 2000. Strategic Transformations 
A Social and Financial Assessment of Green Towns 
Environmental Initiatives, Environment and Urban 
Development Training Project, Phase II, 48 pp. 

Haeringen Reintje van. 1988. Kisii Town; Integration 
of the Natural Environment in the Local Authority 
Development Programme, Ministry of Local Gov-
ernment, Kenya and Agricultural University Wa-
geningen, Department of Landscape Architecture 
(Master’s thesis), 45 p.  

Wetering, Janneke. 2006. Evaluation Report on 
the Green Towns Movement – The door to a better 
environment, minor thesis Landscape Architecture, 
Wageningen University, Wageningen, 214 pp.

IFLA Student Landscape 
Architecture Design Competition

Creative Landscapes Transforming Lives, 
5-7 September 2012

BACKGROUND
The transformative power of landscape design in 
cities has raised the awareness of the value of land-
scape architecture in creating living environments 

which satisfy a wide spectrum of the qualities 
needed for meaningful urban living.

This student landscape architecture competition 
aims to achieve the following:

- Generate new ideas about how creative land-
scape design significantly transforms lives in a 
variety of ways (directly and / or indirectly)
- Increase the awareness of the various benefits 
that innovative and strategic landscape design 
holds for cities and towns

ASSIGNMENT:
Identify a problematic area in your city or town 
(or any city or town of your choice) with rich social 
and cultural heritage which presents opportunities 
for transformation. Design the transformation of 
the area through the creative and strategic ap-
plication of landscape systems and / or landscape 
infrastructure for the purpose of not only improv-
ing peoples’ lives, but simultaneously maximizing 
the development of cultural identity. The social 
and visual aspects are of particular note, in the way 
that service delivery can be utilized as a catalyst for 
transforming environments into vibrant, meaning-
ful and delightful urban places.

The design should respond to, embrace or express 
the following:

- The social and cultural facets of landscape not 
only reside in the tangible, but to a great degree 
the intangible. The comprehensive transformation 
of lives through landscape systems and / or infra-
structural interventions involves understanding 
the possibilities of the social and cultural effects of 
such interventions.

- Social and cultural phenomena (as well as strate-
gic, creative landscape interventions) often require 
innovation in representation techniques for effec-
tive communication (especially to people who are 
not necessarily designers).

- Regarding existing contextual phenomena, the 
emphasis should not only be on analysis, but rather 
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the strategic, creative and / or innovative transla-
tion into design.

- Economy of means (thrift in design); however not 
necessarily with the emphasis on minimal inter-
vention, but rather on maximum return on land-
scape ‘investment’ in a diversity of ways.

- Infrastructure provision (service delivery) can be 
utilized for far more than just meeting people’s 
basic needs, but with creative and strategic think-
ing can be a powerful tool for social, economic , 
ecological and significant visual transformation of 
places (landscape as an agent for capacity develop-
ment).

- Strategic, gradual (yet significant) transforma-
tion of environments in a world with diminishing 
available capital and resources is becoming an 
increasingly appropriate approach (managing the 
transformation of landscapes towards a more sus-
tainable future).

The specific scale of intervention/s is not specified, 
however the posters should illustrate the proposed 
design at conceptual, precinct / district, and detail 
levels. Decision-making (approaches, principles, 
strategies etc.) should also be apparent, and not 
only analysis and product.

PRODUCT FORMAT:
The final product when printed at 100% size must 
comprise of three (3) A1 portrait posters (each 
measuring exactly 841mm x 594mm). The posters 
will be displayed next to each other with a 20mm 
gap between. Entrants must also submit a brief 
(250 word maximum) summary of the project, 
for potential use in the jury report or subsequent 
publications. All submissions must be entirely in 
English, which is the official language of IFLA.

AWARDS:
1st Prize Group Han Prize for Landscape Architec-
ture - $ 3,500 USD
2nd Prize IFLA Zvi Miller Prize - $ 2,500 USD
3rd Prize Merit Award Prize - $ 1,000 USD

ELIGIBILITY:
The competition is open to all students of land-
scape architecture or allied disciplines (where a 
country or university does not include a program 
specifically identified as Landscape Architecture). 
Both individual and group submissions will be 
accepted, and each student or group is permitted 
only one entry. Broad interdisciplinary submissions 
are also welcome; however the design must still fo-
cus on the configuration of landscape. The number 
of members in each participating group shall not 
exceed five (5). Professional collaborators and as-
sociates of members of the jury, and their relatives 
may not enter the competition.

DEADLINES:
Entries submitted by 31 June 2012
Adjudication 3-4 September 2012
Awards presentation 5-7 September 2012

COMPETITION RULES:
- Participation in the Competition implies uncondi-
tional acceptance of the Competition Rules.

- All Competition entries are the property of the 
49th IFLA World Congress Local Organizing Com-
mittee.

- Entries will not be returned to the authors.

- A selection of the works submitted by competi-
tion entrants will be placed on exhibition for the 
duration of the 49th IFLA World Congress, and may 
be also exhibited elsewhere at the discretion of the 
local organizing committee, and as approved by 
the IFLA Chair and IFLA ExCo.

- IFLA retains the right of duplication and publica-
tion of any or all materials submitted to the Com-
petition, and there shall be no obligation whatso-
ever to the entrants, beyond acknowledging the 
authorship of the works exhibited or published.

- All entrants are absolutely forbidden to have their 
submissions (or any part thereof) published in any 
way prior to notification of the jury’s final decision.
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- The jury shall preside over the competition, and is 
the sole arbiter at all levels until and including the 
final awarding of prizes. All decisions of the jury are 
final.

- All disputes related to the competition that can-
not be resolved by the jury shall be settled through 
arbitration by the 49th IFLA World Congress Local 
Organizing Committee, who shall appoint an arbi-
tration panel to settle any disputes.

- The winner of the Group Han Prize for Landscape 
Architecture, the Zvi Miller Prize, and the Merit 
Award shall be announced by the IFLA President 
upon recommendation of the jury.

- Entrants are forbidden from requesting any 
information from members of the jury. All inquiries 
must be directed to the Competition Convenor. 
However, please be sure to read carefully through 
the brief and instructions, as all required informa-
tion should be contained there.

SUBMISSION FORMAT:
The specifications for the electronic submission 
format and process will be made available on the 
49th IFLA World Congress website (www.ifla1012.
com) under ‘Student competition’ at a later date.

Contact information:
Clinton Hindes, 49th IFLA World Congress Local Orga-
nizing Committee – Student Competition and Scientific 
Committee. clinton.hindes@uct.ac.za
http://www.ifla2012.com/index.php/student-competition
 

Resolution to be put forward to 
Rio+20

Towards a UNESCO International 
Landscape Convention 

Kathryn Moore

GENERAL CONTENT:
a) Expectations:

We urge the Rio+20 conference to recommend the 
development of an International Landscape 
Convention (ILC). 

b) Relationship to existing proposals

This proposal deals with the relationship popula-
tions have with the landscape. This sets it apart 
from other charters and categorizations of a more 
scientific, or specifically delineated territorial 
nature and from those concerned with the pro-
tection, or sanctuary of more exclusively natural 
environments. 

Whilst many of these documents may refer to the 
cultural, recreational, aesthetic and social aspects 
of landscape, they are seen as elements that play 
a supporting role as part of a complex range of top-
ics affecting a defined area. The distinctive nature 
of this proposal is that it deals with the experience 
people have with the landscape, shaped by ideas, 
materiality and culture. It is an entirely different 
approach.

c) What are some opinions on the implementation 
and how to reduce lags?

The aim is for the ILC to stimulate a more inte-
grated, democratic approach that establishes the 
landscape as a holistic tool for planning, manag-
ing and creating sustainable development.  Deal-
ing with the protection of the past as well as the 
shaping of the future, it would recognize the vital 
connections between governance, culture, health 
and economics.
 
Rather than being an enforceable tool, it was 
agreed that the convention should:

•  offer inspiration through principles and guide     
    lines; 
•  encourage work across established institutional,   
    geographical and disciplinary boundaries;
•  provide leadership; 
•  share and reward good practice; and 
•  deal with the whole space, the rural and the           
    urban, wilderness and man-made, the most   
    treasured and memorable as well as the unloved    
    and degraded.
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Recognizing that different cultures have different 
ideas about the landscape, a convention will be 
comprehensive and overarching yet flexible, en-
couraging national, regional and local interpreta-
tion and application. The idea will empower com-
munities and people who are concerned with the 
economy, health, and sustainability of their culture 
and environment. 

The urgent need for an international conven-
tion will capitalize on the intense interest in this 
proposal across the world, and will provide lead-
ership as well as complement and reinforce the 
bottom up approach which has led to existing and 
proposed landscape charters in Argentina, Brazil, 
Costa Rica, Colombia, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela, 
Bolivia, Chile and Uruguay, national charters in 
Australia and New Zealand, regional charters in 
The Mediterranean, West Africa, East Africa and 
South Africa, and the European Landscape Con-
vention (signed by 39 nation states).

d) What specific cooperation mechanisms, partner-
ship arrangements or other means of implementa-
tion are expected to be used and what is the term 
appropriate to adopt the proposed decisions and 
apply the measures?

Establishing the need for and shape of a proposed 
international landscape convention has been a 
collaborative effort. An expert seminar organized 
by and held at UNESCO in October 2010, was at-
tended by 23 experts including lawyers, landscape 
architects, architects, geographers, planners, 
engineers, biologists, anthropologists, ecologists 
and developers, with representatives from Africa, 
Europe, North America, Latin America, the Carib-
bean and the Arab States, international NGOs in-
cluding ICOMOS, IUCN, ICCROM, IFLA, ISOCARP, 
UIA, FIDIC, and other organizations including the 
Council of Europe.  It was also attended by repre-
sentatives from the UNESCO Centre for Traditional 
Knowledge, the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, 
the Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences and 
Legal Affairs.

The report was circulated internally on the 29th 
of October, and distributed in mid November for 
comment. In January 2011 governments, officials 
and individuals were encouraged to inform the 
UNESCO ambassadors of the executive commit-
tee about the globally recognized need for an ILC. 
The groundswell of support for this proposal was 
overwhelming, with notices and messages on 
Facebook, Linked In and various blogs across the 
world, requests for articles in journals and newslet-
ters as well as letters of support from many inter-
national organizations, including ICOMOS, IUCN, 
ISOCARP and UIA, as well as national and regional 
institutions including RECEP-ENELC and CIDCE. 
The proposal was discussed at a special meeting in 
UNESCO to celebrate the publication of the Na-
tional Register of the Historical Rural Landscapes, 
funded by the Italian Ministry of Agriculture Food 
and Forestry and the University Consortium for 
Industrial and Managerial Economics. 

Although not adopted by the UNESCO Board in 
May 2011, the level of support for this important 
and vital initiative was such that we strongly be-
lieve that its adoption is a matter of time. As the 
proposal helps to promote sustainable develop-
ment we believe the sooner it is adopted, the bet-
ter, if possible by 2013.

4 SPECIFIC ELEMENTS
a. Objective of the Conference: Securing renewed 
commitment policy to achieve sustainable devel-
opment, assessing the progress so far and the gaps 
in the implementation of the outcomes of major 
summits on sustainable development and address-
ing new and emerging challenges.

The quality of the environment is a key component 
of every society’s identity and robust economic 
growth. Certain remarkable, valuable, historical 
and beautiful landscapes are given sanctuary, but 
at present, the everyday landscape, the social, 
economic and physical context of our lives, has no 
champion.   Fragmented into various components 
that are green, grey or blue, agricultural, historical 
or ecological, landscapes are often undervalued 
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and neglected, seemingly belonging to everyone, 
but actually belonging to no one. 

b. Green economy in the context of sustainable 
development and Poverty Eradication: Opinions 
on how the green economy provides a means for 
achieving sustainable development in its three 
dimensions, and the eradication of poverty, what is 
its value added potential, experience to date, what 
has worked and how to get good results, what are 
the challenges and opportunities, how to address 
these challenges and opportunities, and possible 
elements according to a final document on a green 
economy in the context of sustainable develop-
ment and poverty eradication.

Each week, across the world, communities are 
experiencing benefits, but also feeling the impacts 
of industrialization, urbanization, and the search 
for energy. Lives are endangered or affected by 
poor or badly planned development. Problems are 
caused by demographic shifts and changing pat-
terns of work and habitation, as well as climate 
change, the depletion of natural resources, de/re-
forestation, difficulties relating to food production, 
biodiversity, heritage, and a host of other issues 
relating to aspects of land use change and devel-
opment.  The quality of the landscapes of daily life 
is constantly being eroded.  A more strategic and 
holistic approach is desperately needed to provide 
support to communities dealing with these global 
threats and challenges.

c) Institutional framework for sustainable develop-
ment priorities and proposals for strengthening the 
different pillars of sustainable development,
-3 -11-42780 (S) to strengthen the integration of 
the three pillars on multiple levels; local, national, 
regional and international.

A new international convention would encourage a 
different way of thinking about the landscape by:

•  Considering the landscape as a cultural and 
natural concept, a physical and abstract entity, 
having economic and social value.

•  Focusing on the experience people have with 
their physical environment, dealing with the pro-
tection of the past as well as the shaping of the 
future. 

•  Recognizing the vital connections between gov-
ernance, culture, health and economics.

•  Offering inspiration through principles and 
guidelines, encouraging work across established 
institutional, geographical and disciplinary bound-
aries.

•  Providing leadership, sharing and rewarding 
good practice. 

•  Dealing with the whole space, the rural and the 
urban, wilderness and man-made, the most trea-
sured and memorable and as well as the unloved 
and degraded, will help establish the landscape as 
a holistic tool for planning, managing and creating 
sustainable development. 

d. Any proposal to improve the two issues. It is 
recalled that in resolution 64/236, described as 
the priority of the Conference: “The Conference 
will focus, among others, on the following issues, 
which will be tested and perfected in the prepara-
tory process: the green economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication, 
and the institutional framework for sustainable 
development.”

A UNESCO convention would encourage inter-
governmental, transnational and public-private 
cooperation. Stimulating integrated policy mak-
ing, unlocking greater value for people and the 
economy for now and for the future. It will help 
raise aspirations, reinforce democracy, encourage 
local culture and by recognizing the true value of 
the landscape, help to ensure the creation, protec-
tion and long-term management of memorable, 
equitable and sustainable landscapes which will 
improve the quality of life for all.
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Artwork of Burle Marx 

A generous gift to the Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences
Dept. of Landscape Architecture and 
Spatial Planning (ILP)

Tore Edvard Bergaust   

Friday the 16th of September was a remarkable 
day at the Dept. of landscape architecture and 
spatial planning. Two works by the Brazilian land-
scape architect and artist Roberto Burle Marx were 
presented to the department. A wonderful gift 
made by one of modernism’s greatest names, a 
name not only in landscape, but also in art, botany, 
ecology and music.

Roberto Burle Marx, the sound of Brazil, and si-
multaneously influential to Norwegian landscape 
architects who have been inspired by the sound of 
the Garota de Ipanema and the waving pattern on 
Avenida Atlântica.  This pattern along the Copaca-
bana beach is probably one of the most well known 
landscape architecture projects in the world. 

In connection with the donation, the Department 
held, in cooperation with the Brazilian embassy, 
a seminar of lectures on modernism referencing 
Burle Marx’s work, the period and its inspiration. 
Those who contributed were; his Excellency, min-
ister Paulo Guimarães from the Brazilian embassy, 
professor emeritus Magne Brunn, Professor 
Karsten Jørgensen and Professor Sigmund Asmer-
vik. Together they painted a coherent picture of 
modernism and Burle Marx’ energetic work and 
profound range, from the fascination of the indi-
vidual small plant to large scale town planning. It 
was a tremendous introduction to the period and 
the man, for a large audience and especially for our 
students.

The gift consists of a large canvas painting and an 
ink drawing, both signed by Burle Marx. In addi-

tion a portrait photograph taken by Jan Fredrik 
Bjørnæs. It was Knut A. Thorvaldsen who gave this 
precious and inspiring gift to the ILP. It was Thor-
valdsen’s wish that the pictures be displayed so 
that they become an inspiration and provide enjoy-
ment for visitors, students and staff of the ILP.

Knut A. Thorvaldsen is a well known and highly re-
spected landscape entrepreneur in Norway. With-
out persons like Knut A. Thorvaldsen, landscape 
architects would have been totally lost. Not only 
has he generated numerous ideas and plans, but 
he has also made proposals to improve upon solu-
tions and design. As a landscape entrepreneur he 
has created durable and lasting places of high qual-
ity; some of the best to be found were made by 
himself and his team as works of art. You can see 
it in the Regjeringskvartalet/ Government quarter, 
Kristiania square, Wessel’s place and the Stortorget 
/Oslo main square.

Thorvaldsen is not only a superb professional and 
businessman. He is committed to the profession of 
landscape in a variety of ways; i.e. through design, 
construction, management and maintenance. He 
has a strong commitment to the next generation 
of professional gardeners, landscape entrepre-
neurs, landscape engineers and landscape archi-
tects.

He has contributed a great deal to the institute 
through advice, criticism and encouragement. He 
has held lectures and helped to create a strong 
foundation of knowledge, skills and competence. 
For the students, he has been an inspiration and an 
idol that they strive to emulate. 

Last but not least, he holds himself to a high 
standard as fellow human; he is a sympathetic and 
caring person. 

I had the great pleasure of being the host of this 
memorable day. We appreciate that the ILP was 
chosen as the recipient of this gift, created by one 
of the champions of landscape architecture. We 
will do our best to fulfill the goals stated in the 
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letter, so that the artwork will be of benefit and 
serve as inspiration for all of us in our daily lives. 

Tore Edvard Bergaust   
MNLA-international delegate                                                              
Prof., Head of Landscape Architecture Section
Norwegian University of Life Sciences
Dept. of landscape architecture and spatial planning

ASLA 2012 Award Call for Entries

ASLA has released its 2012 awards call for entries 
for professionals and students and we would like to 
encourage you to enter. 

Award recipients, their clients, and student advi-
sors will be honored at the awards presentation 
ceremony during the ASLA Annual Meeting and 
EXPO in Phoenix, September 28 - October 1, 2012. 
The award winning projects will be featured in a 
video presentation at the ceremony and on the 
awards website following the event. Professional 
award recipients receive featured coverage in the 
September issue of Landscape Architecture Maga-
zine and in many other design, construction in-
dustry and general-interest media. Student award 
official entrants will receive a complimentary full 
registration to the 2012 annual meeting, and the 
official entrant for each project receiving an Award 
of Excellence (up to seven) will also receive travel 
and hotel accommodations for the meeting.

The prestige of the ASLA awards programs relies 
on the high-caliber juries that are convened each 
year to review submissions. Members of this year’s 
professional awards jury are:

•  José Almiñana, ASLA, Andropogon Associates, 
Philadelphia, Jury Chair
•  Stephen T. Ayers, AIA, The Architect of the Capi-
tol, Washington, D.C.
•  Gail Brinkmann, ASLA, City of Phoenix Street 
Transportation Department, Phoenix
•  Kathryn L. Gleason, FASLA, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, N.Y.

•  Christopher Hawthorne, Architecture Critic, Los 
Angeles, Times, Los Angeles
•  Mikyoung Kim, ASLA, Mikyoung Kim Design, 
Boston
•  Tom Leader, ASLA, Tom Leader Studio, Berkeley, 
Calif.
•  Thomas R. Oslund, FASLA, oslund.and.assoc., 
Minneapolis
•  Jim Schuessler, ASLA, BNIM, Kansas City, Mo.

Members of the student awards jury are:

•  David Yocca, FASLA, Conservation Design Fo-
rum, Elmhurst, Ill., Jury Chair
•  Sheila A. Brady, FASLA, Oehme, van Sweden and 
Associates, Washington, D.C.
•  Mark A. Focht, FASLA, Fairmount Park Commis-
sion, Philadelphia
•  M. Paul Friedberg, FASLA, M. Paul Friedberg & 
Partners, New York City
•  Paul H. Gobster, FASLA, USDA Forest Service, 
Evanston, Ill.
•  Debra Guenther, ASLA, Mithun, Seattle
•  Linda Jewell, FASLA, University of California at 
Berkeley
•  Chris Reed, ASLA, Stoss Landscape Urbanism, 
Boston
•  Andrew Wilcox, ASLA, California State Polytech-
nic University, Pomona, Calif.

Both the ASLA professional and students awards 
feature five categories: General Design; Residen-
tial Design;Analysis and Planning; Communica-
tions; and Research. The Professional Awards also 
include The Landmark Award, while the Student 
Awards include the Student Community Service 
Award and Student Collaboration categories. 

Entry forms and payment must be received by:

•  Friday, February 3, 2012, for ASLA Professional 
Awards
•  Friday, April 27, 2012, for ASLA Student Awards
Submission binders must be received by:
•  Friday, February 17, 2012, for ASLA Professional 
Awards
•  Friday, May 11, 2012, for ASLA Student Awards
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In need of inspiration? View the ASLA 2011 profes-
sional and student award-winning projects.

There are many reasons to enter—and we hope 
that you will!

Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA
Executive Vice President/CEO
American Society of Landscape Architects

B O O K   R E V I E W
South African Landscape Architecture: A Compen-
dium is a ground-breaking publication, celebrating 
64 of South Africa’s outstanding landscape archi-
tecture projects. Influential design, environmental, 
cultural and scientific professional practice proj-
ects, spanning more than 25 years, are document-
ed in full-color. 

Since 1985, the Institute for Landscape Architects 
of South Africa (ILASA) has recognized landscape 
architecture projects worthy of advanced merit 
awards. These renowned projects are chrono-
logically ordered in articles, many of which have 
been published previously in journals (several of 
which are no longer in print). The merit award 
projects, as published in the original journals, are 
collected here to preserve them as a set of histori-
cally significant – and landmark – projects in one 
consolidated publication, while showcasing the 
best professional work of South Africa’s prominent 
landscape architects. 

As an invaluable all-in-one resource to contempo-
rary practitioners and scholars, the Compendium 
presents those key projects which led to the pro-
fession’s becoming cornerstone to the creation of 
the concept of ‘outdoor space’. Furthermore, the 
inspired leadership reflected in these projects has 
contributed towards cultural and environmental 
stewardship in South Africa. 

This retrospective study advances the knowledge 
of rigorous local practice on an international level, 
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and confirms the vital role of quality outdoor public 
and private spaces. The Compendium publicizes 
the great achievements of South African land-
scape architects and assists in creating a detailed 
and comprehensive understanding of the disci-
pline of landscape architecture. It serves, too, as a 
benchmark locally for peers, and multi-disciplinary 
design and environmental teams.

The book will impact on ILASA and its members, as 
well as on future selection of merit award projects. 
In showcasing the best of landscape architecture, 
the Compendium opens up a multi-disciplinary 
discourse. 

The Compendium is complemented by a Reader 
(entitled South African Landscape Architecture:  A 
Reader, ISBN 978-1-86888-662-3). 

The Reader offers an attractive collection of in-
depth research papers together with shorter, fo-
cused and applied research articles, presented with 
color illustrations. Each article was reviewed along 
international peer refereeing standards, ensuring 
content of the highest quality. The contributors are 
leading academics from prominent South African 
universities, all working in contemporary research. 
Their diverse contributions are accessible to a wide 
audience and showcase a range of sub-disciplines 
within the larger context. Contributions represent 
the latest research within the fields of theory, cul-
ture, heritage, science and design, thereby increas-
ing the academic stature of innovative collabora-
tive research.

The Reader presents the best of current South 
African landscape architecture theory within the 
academic domain and goes one step further by 
making this available to an international audi-
ence of landscape architecture professionals and 
academic peers. It not only reflects excellence in 
research, but also creates a deepened understand-
ing of avant-garde academic findings for landscape 
architecture practitioners.

These two works will significantly contribute 
towards the creation of a focused and accessible 
view of landscape architecture in South Africa.




